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Welcome back everyone! A special welcome to 
all our new members, we hope that you will enjoy 
training your dog at our club.

After a tumultuous two years due to Covid we are 
now looking forward to having regular training on 
Sundays and Wednesday nights for puppies. We 
appreciate your patience and cooperation over 
what has been a very difficult time.

It was lovely at the end of last year to see that so 
many members had been able to continue their 
training at home during the lockdowns. Their dogs 
had reached such a high standard that they were 
able to be assessed, passed and then moved on to 
the next level of training.

There is so much happening in the club. For the 
beginner there are the pre-puppy classes. These 
are essential for the puppy to learn socialisation 
skills with other dogs and people as well as basic 
obedience commands. During the 8 – 12-week 
period of their lives, puppies learn most of their 
social skills. It is important however, to continue 
training after this period of time as the puppies 
must consolidate what they have learnt in their first 
four weeks of training.

During their time in the next level – the Puppy class, 
puppies learn how to walk on a loose lead. This is 
essential if you are to have enjoyable walks with 
your dog. There is nothing more frustrating and 
soul-destroying than having a dog that continually 
pulls on the lead. Your puppy will also continue to 
learn how to maintain eye contact with you. This is 
a precursor to teaching the many exercises that the 
puppy will learn as it goes through its training.

Once you have completed your Puppy class training 
you can move on to the higher class – Basic 1. The 
exercises learnt here are more challenging than 
those in Puppy class and you will consolidate what 

you and your puppy have learnt previously. Once 
these exercises are mastered you and your dog are 
ready for the Basic 2 class. This is the highest level 
in the basic training course. By the time you have 
completed this class you will have a dog that will 
walk in the heel position as well as do turns, drops, 
stands and sits all while in the heel position. Your 
dog will learn to accept someone examining them 
while they are in the stand position – a very useful 
exercise for when you take your dog to the vet. 
They will also learn to change position at a distance. 
This is a valuable exercise that may save your dog’s 
life. If you can get your dog to drop at a distance it 
may prevent it from running into the path of a car.

All the basic training exercises prepare you for 
participating in many advanced fun activities. 
Some dogs are better at doing some activities than 
others. For example, Border Collies and dogs like 
them are well suited to active disciplines like agility 
and flyball. There are other disciplines that you can 
do with your dog such as obedience and rally. You 
do not know what your dog will like unless you try 
it. In the clubrooms there will be sheets for you 
to register your interest in a particular discipline. 
After that the discipline coordinator will contact 
you to let you know if there are spaces available for 
training. It is expected that participants will help 
with setting up and taking down equipment when 
training takes place. It is a good idea to have a go at 
the different disciplines to see what you and your 
dog enjoy doing the most. Some people even do 
multiple disciplines with their dog but it is probably 
best to concentrate on one at a time when you first 
start. If none of the disciplines appeal to you then 
the social class may be for you and your dog.

At the end of last year on Sunday 4th December, 
the club had a luncheon to thank all of our hard-
working volunteers. Our volunteers include all 
our instructors, committee, training panel, shop 

From the
President
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assistants and barbecue volunteers. Our club 
would not be able to keep functioning if it were 
not for all these people. We are always looking for 
new people to share the load of work that needs 
doing. If you feel that you would be able to assist 
in any capacity, do not hesitate to contact me or 
any one on the committee. We are particularly in 
need of people to help with the barbecue. Your 
contribution would be very much welcomed.

We have some changes to the committee. Pam 
Scott has resigned from committee after more 
than ten years. Her contribution to maintaining 
the database has been immense and she will be 
sorely missed. We thank her wholeheartedly for 
her loyalty and dedication over the years. Pam will 
continue to coordinate Rally. Wendy Potter has 
also resigned from committee and we also thank 
her sincerely for her contribution over the last year. 
Wendy will continue to assist Pam with the running 
of the Rally rings. Jan Seach returns to Committee 
in the position of Vice President. Pia Butcher has 
transferred to the role of Assistant Secretary. Dodo 
Kelly has volunteered to come onto the committee. 
We warmly welcome them and the whole 
committee looks forward to working together for 
the benefit of the members.

Now that we are back training there are a few 
reminders. 

• Do not forget to use the QR code when you 
arrive at club. 

• Remember to wear your green name badge 
with your yellow proof of vaccination sticker. 
Without these you will not be able to train. 
If you do not have these, come to the office 
between 8.30 am and 9.30 am on Sunday to 
receive them. 

• Bring a large supply of very tasty treats. It is 
best if the treats are moist and easily gulped 

From the
President cont.

down, they must also be small so that you do 
not overfeed your dog and make it lose interest 
because it is full. You will also need to bring a 
favourite toy. 

Your instructor may occasionally ask you to bring 
other items for training. You will also need to bring 
plenty of patience. Dogs mature at different rates 
and also learn at different rates. Sunday training is 
about you being taught how to train your dog. It is 
up to you to practice what you have learnt during 
the week. If you are consistent your dog will learn 
the exercises. Remember training sessions should 
be brief and fun. It is better to concentrate on one 
or two exercises in a training session and then play 
with your dog.

At 7 pm on Friday 25th February 2022 at the 
clubrooms we will be having our long-awaited 
presentation night. Presentations of trophies to 
members who have earned titles with their dogs 
at trials normally takes place at our Annual General 
Meeting. Perpetual trophies are also presented on 
this evening. Due to Covid this has not been able 
to take place in the last two years. On this evening 
we will also be fortunate to have Gaye Penny who 
will demonstrate some of the amazing manoeuvres 
that she and her dogs do when they are competing 
in Dances with Dogs trials. This has to be seen to 
be believed. All members are welcome to attend 
the evening to see what can be achieved with your 
dogs.

I am looking forward to seeing all of your happy 
faces and your lovely dogs on our training grounds 
during the year. If you have the time, have a chat 
with myself or one of the committee about any 
concerns or suggestions for improving what we do 
at the Club.

Jacinta Burke
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Chiefly
Chatter

Welcome to a New Year!
Happy New Year and welcome to an exciting new 
year with some new challenges!

Despite the uncertainties that Omicron has 
thrown on us your Training Panel has been hard at 
work over the Summer break planning some new 
developments and innovations for the Club to be 
introduced during 2022. 

We must have one of, if not the best, puppy 
schools in Victoria and we feel that B1 classes are 
not necessarily providing enough content to push 
beyond the standard set by Puppy school. So we 
are working on new exercises to make B1 more fun, 
less monotonous and push dog 
and handler a little more.

At the other end of Basic 
Training we want to encourage 
more members to stay active 
at the Club once they pass B2 
standard. Some of the best 
Advanced Obedience training in 
Victoria is available to members 
(just look at the trial results of 

our Instructors) and we want to see more members 
making use of this. We also want to grow the 
participation in Rally and Flyball. Agility classes will 
restart later in the year.

By the time you read this, if you are waiting to join 
or rejoin a class in 2022, you should have heard 
from your Instructor with advice to prepare for 
the resumption of Classes. I recommend you start 
some daily training with your dog to get them back 
into training mode. Just a few minutes a day of fun 
exercises with ‘focus’ an important if not the most 
important aspect.

From the recent responses I received from my 
new classes it seems members are not going to 

let Omicron or anything else get in 
their way of returning to Club. We 
may have to be flexible in operation 
but we will do our absolute best to 
ensure we are back at the Club every 
Sunday.

I look forward to seeing you all in 
February.

Very best wishes
Mark – CI

To reduce possible spread of canine gastro we 
suggest you avoid communal dog water sources. 
We recommend you bring your own water and 
bowl to class. Collapsible, lightweight bowls can 
be found in supermarkets/pet supply shops. 
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We need volunteers 
to help on

the BBQ
(on rotating roster)

Can you help?
Please call into the office or email Elizabeth on 

elizabeth.graham@croydondogclub.com.au
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By Alli Berry, Flyball Coordinator and Instructor

In this edition of the 
Longevity Series, we’re 
building on our understanding 
of foods which are truly 
safe for dogs (and making 
note of those which are 
not). There’s a lot of myths 
about what dogs can and 
cannot eat, and together 
we’re going to bust another 
common culprit – the idea 
that dogs cannot eat garlic. 

Garlic is widely believed to be 
toxic to dogs because it is a 
member of the onion family 
(and onions can definitely 
be toxic). As we’ll soon learn, 
garlic toxicity is largely a 
misconception, and feeding 
your dog common sense 
amounts of garlic can be very 
beneficial to their health.

The Longevity Series
Edition 2: 

Key take aways
• Onion is unpredictably toxic for some dogs, and 

should not be fed in any amount. You should 
also not feed your dog products which have 
been cooked with onion, for example stew which 
contained onion which has since been removed, 
or meat sprinkled with onion powder.

• It’s safe to feed your dog ‘common sense’ 
amounts of garlic, such as half a clove per 10 kgs 
of body weight. Dogs may feel unwell if they eat 
exorbitant amounts of garlic (just like we might!).

• The misconception that garlic is toxic to dogs 
stems from a misinterpreted study. The study 
involved dogs which were ‘super dosed’ with garlic 
extract and fed 5 grams per kilo of body weight, 
every day for seven days. For a 20 kg dog, that’s 140 
cloves of garlic in a week – far more than would 
rationally be fed!   

• Garlic is an ingredient in some commercial pet 
foods. Owners who make their own food also 
often include garlic for wellbeing and as a natural 
anti-pest control, as it can help keep fleas and 
ticks at bay.

Feeding your dog garlic 
and avoiding onion

By Alli Berry, Flyball Coordinator and Instructor

Continued over >
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Continued over >

A note on onions
Studies conducted in relation to onion are 
abundant and conclusive. Onions present a real 
risk to dogs, and all varieties of onion (including 
leek, spring onion, shallots and chives) should 
be left out of your dog’s meals. You should also 
avoid feeding your dog foods which are derived 
from onion, such as a stew which has been cooked 
with onion in it (even where the remaining solid 
onion has been removed), or meat which has been 
sprinkled with onion powder.

Onions contain a number of potential toxins 
(principally N-propyl disulfide) which can induce 
hemolytic anemia in dogs. Hemolytic anemia 
is a disorder which causes the dog’s red blood 
cells to be destroyed faster than they can be 
made. This can lead to minor symptoms such as 
fatigue and confusion, or further, more dangerous 
complications such as heart failure (which may 
result in death). Responses to onion differ from dog 
to dog, and some dogs will suffer hemolytic anemia 
while others will not. As any one dog’s reaction 
is unpredictable, it is safest to avoid onions 
altogether and, if your dog consumes onion and 
expresses a change in behaviour, take them to the 
vet immediately.

With this in mind, let’s consider garlic’s comparative 
impact (or lack thereof) on dogs, and the science 
behind this.

The great garlic overdose
The misconception that garlic is toxic to dogs stems 
from a study conducted in 2000.1 Researchers fed 
four mixed breed dogs 1.25 mL/kg garlic extract (the 
equivalent of 5 grams of whole garlic per kilo of 
body weight) every day for seven days. To put this 
in perspective, 5 grams of garlic roughly equates to 
one garlic clove. A 20 kg dog would therefore have 
been fed 20 cloves of garlic per day, or 140 cloves 
of garlic over the course of the week. This is an 
extraordinary amount of garlic which would never 
reflect the amount a dog would be fed in practice.

The researchers compared the dogs’ blood test 
results against control dogs who had not consumed 
garlic. Even when fed these extremely high levels 
of garlic, the super-dosed dogs did not experience 
hemolytic anemia, as can occur when fed onion. 
However, eccentrocytes (believed to be a precursor 
to a hemolytic anemia diagnosis) were identified 
in the blood of the garlic-fed dogs. The study 

The Longevity Series:
Feeding your dog garlic and avoiding onion cont.
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therefore concluded that, as the contents of garlic 
‘have the potential’ to cause hemolytic anemia, 
dogs should not be fed garlic at all.

This study does not conclusively demonstrate 
that rational amounts of garlic are toxic to dogs 
– even when the dogs were fed exceptionally 
high levels of garlic, they developed no serious 
health consequences. The study also has many 
obvious flaws. A study which uses a sample size of 
only four dogs is extremely unreliable and should 
not be universally accepted and applied without 
further, more widespread testing. The study is also 
very vague about the characteristics of the dogs 
involved – we know that they were ‘mixed breed’ 
but have no understanding of the breeds from 
which they were derived, nor are we provided 
information about the size of the dogs (which may 
be a relevant variable). Ultimately this study called 
for further and more detailed investigation.

Garlic and common sense
Thankfully, there is a subsequent study to which 
we can refer. In 2018, a Japanese research group 
investigated the safety and efficacy of long-term 
administration of aged garlic extract in dogs.2 Aged 
garlic extract was used due to its known health 
benefits in humans, with the ultimate aim to 
develop a canine health supplement if the outcome 
of the trial was positive.

The researchers separated nine beagles into three 
groups of three. Every day for 12 weeks the first 
group received 45 mg/kg aged garlic extract, 
the second group received 90 mg/kg aged garlic 
extract, and the third group received no aged garlic 
extract. By way of comparison with the 2000 study, 
a 20 kg dog in the first group would have been fed 

about one fifth of a garlic clove per day (1.3 cloves 
per week), and just over a third of a garlic clove 
per day in the second group (2.5 cloves per week). 
This is a conservative dosage compared to what a 
holistic vet or nutritionist may recommend.

None of the dogs in the study experienced any 
adverse effects, and it was concluded that aged 
garlic extract ‘might safely contribute to the 
health of dogs provided that the appropriate 
dosage is used’. This study is not without flaws 
as its conclusion is very vague, particularly as the 
‘appropriate dosage’ has not been determined. 
The number of subjects in the trial is also limited 
like the 2000 study, and only one breed has 
participated.

So, what does this all mean? While these studies 
have not been conducted in an ideal manner, 
they do demonstrate that it is safe to feed your 
dog common sense amounts of garlic. The key 
consideration is how much garlic to feed your dog 
(noting that even water is toxic in high volumes!).

Dr Conor Brady of Dogs First Ireland, a renowned 
holistic veterinarian and author of Feeding Dogs, 
recommends half a clove of raw garlic per 10 kg 
body weight per day.3 You can read more from Dr 
Brady on garlic here.

Why should I feed 
my dog garlic?
As we always say, feeding your dog a variety of 
foods is essential to producing diverse gut bacteria 
and a healthy microbiome, which helps to maintain 
general wellbeing. 

Continued over >

The Longevity Series:
Feeding your dog garlic and avoiding onion cont.

https://dogsfirst.ie/raw-garlic-for-dogs/
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In addition to this, garlic has been known to:

• naturally reduce the prevalence of pests such as 
fleas and ticks;

• be beneficial to cardiovascular health;

• have antiseptic, antifungal and antibiotic 
properties; and

• promote general health and wellbeing.4

Garlic in commercial pet foods
If you’re still concerned, here is an additional 
reason not to be: garlic is listed as a safe pet food 
ingredient by the Association of American Feed 
Control Officials (AAFCO). AAFCO produces a set 
of guidelines which dictate the minimum standards 
which must be met by pet food, and pet food 
labelling requirements. The AAFCO Guidelines are 
widely adopted by countries across the world, 
including Australia, and set the benchmark for our 
commercial pet food. 

If AAFCO lists an ingredient as safe, it can go 
into pet food. Therefore, some commercial pet 
foods contain garlic, even though many people 
perceive it as dangerous, and your dog may already 
be consuming it regularly.5 For example, Vets All 
Natural,6 4Legs7 and Performadog8 all include garlic 
in some of their foods. 

Write in
Do you have a question about this edition of the Longevity Series? Is there a topic you’d really 
like us to explore? Please email us at capers@croydondogclub.com.au to have your thoughts 
heard!

Endnotes
1 K W Lee et al, ‘Hematologic Changes Associated with the 
Appearance of Eccentrocytes After Intragastric Administra-
tion of Garlic Extract to Dogs’ (2000) 61(11) American Journal 
of Veterinary Research 1446 <https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/11108195/>.
2 Osamu Yamato et al, ‘Safety and Efficacy of Aged Garlic 
Extract in Dogs: Upregulation of the Nuclear Factor 
Erythroid 2-Related Factor 2 (Nrf2) Signaling Pathway and 
Nrf2-Regulated Phase II Antioxidant Enzymes’ (2018) 14(1) 
BMC Veterinary Research 373  <https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/pmc/articles/PMC6267818/>.
3 Dr Conor Brady, ‘Raw Garlic is More Than Fine for Dogs 
in Small Doses, It’s Very Beneficial’, Dogs First (Web Page) 
<https://dogsfirst.ie/raw-garlic-for-dogs/>.
4  Ibid; Rodney Habib and Dr Karen Shaw Becker, The Forever 
Dog (Harper Collins, 2021) 245-246. 
5  Unfortunately, contrary to public interest AAFCO does 
not make its pet food guidelines available for free. If you 
would like to purchase a copy of the AAFCO Guidelines, you 
can do so on this page. Alternatively, you can read about the 
AAFCO Guidelines more generally here.
6 S ee Vets All Natural, Using Garlic in Dog and Cat Food 
(Web Page) <https://vetsallnatural.com.au/using-garlic-in-
dog-and-cat-food/>.
7  See 4Legs, Garlic and Dogs (Web Page, 17 September 2018) 
<https://4legs.com.au/garlic-and-dogs/>.
8 See Performadog, Performadog Ocean Fish (Web Page) 
<https://www.performadog.com.au/shop/performa-
dog-ocean-fish/>.
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Congratulations to Pauline Williams and 
OC Adensley Fire n Ice, UD, RE  (Chester) 
on gaining your...

Obedience Champion!
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12 Boronia Road, Vermont
6 Wood Street, Nunawading

0434 403 334
classypaws.com.au

Bath and Tidy from $60
Grooming from $80

Other services available.
Call us for a quote or visit 
our website:
classypaws.com.au

Our team of experienced 
and professional groomers 
can’t wait to meet your 
furry friend at one of our 
two locations.
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I recently enjoyed a long chat with Wayne 
Tracey whom many of you will remember. He 
is living the dream in Hervey Bay. The photos 
are of a python who took up residence in a 
comfortable chair on the patio. Wayne has a 
lagoon at the bottom of his property where 
I imagine the snakes normally reside. He 
relocates them from his own and neighbours’ 
properties.... rather him than me!

Wayne reckons Pheonix must be about 13 now 
but doing really well, going deaf and has a little 
arthritis in the front leg but otherwise good. 

Hopefully we might see Wayne when he visits 
Melbourne in March. I was delighted to hear 
from him.

Anne Mann
Editor

Update from Life Member 
Wayne Tracey
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They do not teach 
puppies or dogs how to 
walk nicely on a leash
Retractable leashes do the very opposite as they 
teach your dog that pulling extends the lead. Unless 
your dog is trained to walk nicely beside you, they 
will want to make use of the length of the leash and 
run ahead of you.

Risk of rope injuries to 
dogs and people
Most retractable leashes are made from thin 
nylon cord which can cause burns, serious cuts 
or strangulation. There have been many cases of 
amputation of fingers, limbs and tails after being 
entangled – if you need evidence, have a quick 
Google. 

These leashes can easily trip a person or tangle a 
dog with another dog, which is also very dangerous. 

Risk of neck injuries to a dog
If the mechanism is unlocked, and a dog runs to the 
end of the line quickly, it will jerk backwards quickly 
and can cause serious damage their neck and/or 
spine.

By Dr Katrina Warren, Veterinarian and TV presenter. 
Republished from author’s Facebook page

Retractable leads

About retractable leads – I have had 
many requests to post my thoughts 
on retractable leads, so here goes...

Retractable leads seem to be rising 
in popularity and I understand that 
many people are firmly attached to 
using them, but please read below.

When used properly, a retractable 
lead can allow a well trained dog to 
have a little more freedom to move 
around, sniff and do their business, 
while the owner is comfortable 
knowing they can’t run off. They can 
be handy for things like bathroom 
breaks at night or if you are sitting in 
a quiet park and want to give your 
dog a little more freedom.

Unfortunately, they are usually 
not used correctly and can be very 
dangerous.

Continued over >
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They allow your dog to 
run towards danger
Some retractable leads extend many metres, which 
gives too much freedom and may allow a dog to get  
far enough away from a human to run into danger. 
For example, they may run onto a road or approach 
another dog or human. Larger dogs have been 
known to break the cord to chase something such 
as a bike..

They stress other dog 
owners and dogs 
Many people do not want another dog suddenly 
running up to their dog. This can be very stressful 
for owners of reactive or nervous dogs who are 
trying to give their dog space from other dogs. 
Letting your dog ‘say hello’ to an unknown dog 
without asking the owner, is always risky. No matter 
how friendly your dog is, please remember the 
other dog may not be. 

Retractable Leads cont.

Join us for

Presentation Night
Friday, 25th February 2022

at 7.00 pm
in the Club Rooms

• Presentation of Service Awards to our 
instructors and volunteers acknowledging 
their years of service to the club up to 31st 
March 2021. 

• Presentation of awards to members who 
have achieved titles with their dogs in 
various disciplines such as Obedience, 
Rally, Agility and Tracking to just name 
a few, up to 31st March 2021. Perpetual 
trophies will also be awarded.

• Demonstration by Gaye Penny and her 
German Shorthaired Pointers Archie and 
Fern. Gaye is well known for her training 
abilities and the wonderful performances 
by her dogs in Dances with Dogs routines.

• Limited catering available.

Members are responsible for 
the behaviour of their children 
at all times.

Children must NOT 
approach a dog 
without the owner’s 
permission.

Photo credit: iStock.com / balono

http://iStock.com
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By Pia Butcher
CDODC Assistant Secretary

Book Review

The Dog: A Natural History
General Editor Adam Miklosi

The Dog: A Natural History is a comprehensive examination of everything 
canine that is divided into six chapters, of varying lengths.  

Beginning with evolution and ecology exploring the evolutionary history 
of the dog and first links with humans. Anatomy & biology, behaviour and 
society, sensing, thinking and personality, dogs and people and finally a 
directory of selected dog breeds. 

The book is a source of so many interesting details about dogs. Did you 
know, for instance, that dogs actually prefer cooked meat over raw (or so 
some research shows.), and that puppies in a litter are normally fraternal 
twins sharing half the DNA but some puppies have been found to have their 
umbilical cords attached to the same placenta and are identical twins.

What an amazing beautifully illustrated and researched book, with numerous 
photographs, charts and tables, that readers can dip in and out of or read 
from cover to cover! 

Canine Enrichment for the Real World: Making 
It a Part of Your Dog’s Daily Life 
by Allie Bender, CDBC and Emily Strong, CDBC

What is canine enrichment? Bender and Strong define it as “learning what our 
dog’s needs are and then structuring an environment for them that allows 
them, as much as is feasible, to meet those needs.”  It is much more than 
providing them with a stuffed Kong and thinking the job is done. 

The authors provide the reader with the wherewithal to discovering their 
individual dog’s needs through chapters detailing a science based study of the 
dog as a species, its natural behaviours and much more that will lead to being 
able to create an enrichment plan for the individual. Bender and Strong use 
scientific studies and their own experiences as trainers with their own and 
clients’ dogs to illustrate their ideas. Some of these ideas may be as simple 
as allowing them to stop and sniff the doggie email on a walk, rather than 
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heeling beside you from start to finish, and thus providing mental stimulation 
that is more tiring than the physical. Or supplying them with foraging options 
in your own backyard. The book has a wealth of ideas with many simple 
options for do it yourself items. There is even a check list at the end to help 
you analyse if you are indeed meeting your dog’s needs and space to plan 
what to include.

Bender and Strong have produced a very enjoyable book that is easy to read 
and has many ideas to implement a suitable enrichment program for the 
dogs in your life.

How Stella Learned to Talk 
by Christina Hunger

This is the tale of how a person named Christina and a Catahoula heeler 
cross puppy named Stella learned to communicate with each other. 
Christina Hunger is a speech-language pathologist working with children 
with significant delays in speech development. To help these children 
communicate, Christina taught them to use Augmentative and Alternate 
Communication or AAC devices. In a leap of faith, Christina decided to use 
paw sized buttons that could be programmed individually with specific 
words to “teach” Stella to talk.

The word “outside” was the starting point for a program that saw Stella 
moving from one word communication to the use of numerous buttons to 
create short sentences and even expressing emotions such as “love you”. The 
process was very much as children learn language when they are young, with 
Christina modelling the words to Stella. 

The book is very much a memoir of Stella and the people in her life, 
Christina and Jake. However it is also a guide for readers as to the process 
to use with their own four footed friends if they are interested. Most 
chapters end with a section called Takeaways for Teaching Your Dog which 
encapsulate the essential ideas from that chapter. 

Starter packs of battery operated buttons are able to be found on the 
internet at a fairly low price or from Christina Hunger herself on her website 
Hunger for Words if you would like to try communicating with your furry 
friends.  Hunger For Words also has videos of Stella conversing or try 
YouTube where videos of other dogs communicating with their people can 
be found. 

Book Review cont.

https://www.hungerforwords.com


CDODC CAPERS February 2022   19  

BM Animals is delighted to advise that 
through a Friendship agreement with Croydon 
Obedience Dog Club we can now offer all 
current members a...  
10% discount off the balance of your 
purchases at the checkout by simply showing 
your current membership card.

Discounts apply to all products:

u	Raw BARF Style Meals u	Cooked Meals

u	Meats u	Nutritional Bones

u	Supplements u	Meals for Mutts Dry

u	Specialty meals for dogs with diagnosed health issues  
 eg. skin, tummy, arthritis, kidney etc.

u	TREATS – all Australian, free from chemicals & preservatives,
 salt and sugar (including glycerine)

SPECIAL OFFER

1 McLellan St, Bayswater VIC 3153
Phone: 0488 144 675 www.bmanimals.net.au

CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021  19  

http://www.bmanimals.net.au
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Our regular contributor Wendy 
Potter has been cooking for 
her dogs again and shares this 
edition’s scrumptious doggy 
treat recipe — Lucky Dogs!

Ingredients
2 cups sweet potato chunks
1 ripe banana
1 ½  cups coconut flour  ( grain free and great 
for treats ) 

Method
1. Boil or microwave the sweet potato until 

soft.
2. Place them in a bowl with the banana and 

use your hand to puree.
3. Add the flour a little at a time. You don’t 

want the mixture to be dry. It should 
resemble a biscuit dough.

4. Roll into walnut-size balls and flatten a little 
with your hands.

5. Place on a baking rack and bake for about 25 
minutes at 180 deg.

6. Let cool.
7. I freeze them, taking them out 10 minutes 

before you give them to your pup.

Sweet Potato and 
Sweet Potato and 

Banana Treats
Banana Treats

Essentials that all 
children should 
know…
• NEVER approach a strange dog 

unless the owner is present.

• ALWAYS ask the owner before 
you pat or play with their dog.

• TAKE care not to get dogs over-
excited when you play with them 
– don’t scream or wave your arms. 

•  Don’t grab or cuddle a dog around 
the neck, as this can frighten it.

• LEAVE dogs alone when they are 
eating or are near their food.

• DON’T surprise a sleeping dog.



CDODC CAPERS February 2022   21  

Dodo Kelly 0409 028 200 
dodok9@fastmail.com.au

  Easy to carry in a back pack 
  Easy to store in the car

Stainless Steel Stake $55

Cable Tie-Up $22
Postage $12

mailto:dodok9@fastmail.com.au
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Obedience Triallers’ Report

By Anne Mann, Obedience Triallers’ Rep

SOUTHERN OBEDIENCE 
ODC 13TH NOVEMBER 
The weather was dreadful in the morning 
— heavy rain and wind, but improved in the 
afternoon and the sun appeared briefly.  The 
triallers were not deterred however, and I 
witnessed some lovely performances. 

CCD Ring (pm trial), Judge: Mr Clive Makepeace
Jacinta Burke returned to trialling with young 
Georgy (Ch Kardibroke Be My Georgy Girl (AI)) 
in her first trial. After some lovely work in the am 
trial they came to grief in the sit stay where Georgy 
decided she was not going to sit in the very soggy 
grass!  However the afternoon trial was much more 
successful and the team came in 1st Place on a 
brilliant score of 98/100.

Novice Ring (am) Judge: Ms Merrae Balaam
Leonie Keillor (Bonnie) and Prancer (Ch 
Tollerpoint Allye Faithful CCD) came 3rd Place on 
a lovely score of 191/200. Congratulations Leonie.

Anne Mann’s Aussie Shepherd,
Maggie

Please send Obedience trial results, stories and 
photos to trial@croydondogclub.com.au

Jacinta Burke’s Welsh 
Cardigan Corgi, Georgy

Novice Ring (pm) Judge: Mrs Gaye Todd
Leonie Keillor (Bonnie) and Prancer (Ch 
Tollerpoint Allye Faithful CD) came 1st Place on a 
score of 189/200 and Title! Congratulations Leonie.

Open Ring, Judge: Ms Merrae Balaam
My Maggie (Ch Eliteview Leading Lady CDX 
TD) missed out on a perfect 200 score because 
her stupid handler doesn’t know how to throw 
a dumbbell which hit the solid jump with a 
resounding crack! Had to laugh. Anyway we got our 
Open Title on 197/200, 1st Place. Shame about the 
handler.

WERRIBEE ODC 20TH NOVEMBER
Open Ring (am trial), Judge: Ms Merrae Balaam
Wendi Waghorn-Ball and Alice CDX RE 3rd Place 
on a score of 179/200. Congratulations team!

Wendie Waghorn and her 
Border Collie, Alice

Continued over >

mailto:trial%40croydondogclub.com.au?subject=
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Leonie Keilour  and her Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retriever,  Prancer

Croydon members really excelled themselves at 
this trial, which was made all the more special 
by Pauline Williams and Chester (OC Adensley 
Fire n Ice, UD, RE) gaining their Obedience 
Champion. Such an amazing achievement. Huge 
congratulations team!  — 1st Place Score 187/200, 
Judged by Mr Fred Brueckner. See page 11.

CCD Ring, Judge: Mr Gordon Parsons 
Charmaine Lee entered Ricky (Wyntervale Mr Von 
Lipwig) in his first CCD trial and came in 2nd Place, 
Score 98/100. Wow, a great start to what will be an 
amazing future!

Novice Ring, Judge: Mrs Gaye Todd
Leonie Keilour and Ch Tollerpoint Allye Faithful 
CD RM RAE 4th Place, on 175/200. Congratulations 
Leonie. Now on to Open!

Open Ring 1, Judge: Mrs Dearne Jackson
My Maggie (Ch Eliteview Leading Lady CDX TD) 
was on form getting 1st Place, score 194/200. 

Open Ring 2, Judge: Ms Merrae Balaam
Wendi Waghorn-Ball and Alice CDX RE got their 
Open title coming in 1st place, with a fabulous score 
of 191/200! Onwards and upwards into UD training 
now Wendi.

Utility Ring 2, Judge: Mrs Lisa Sinclair
Lorraine Holland and T.Ch. Tullacrest Celtic Drift 
(AI) UD RN had a great night coming in 1st Place on 
194/200 pts.  Lovely score Lorraine, especially in UD 
plus another pass towards your OC, with only one 
to go!

Photos courtesy Rebecca McGroarty.

DOGS VICTORIA OPEN OBEDIENCE TRIAL 23 November 2021

Charmaine Lee and her Lowchen, Ricky
Pauline Williams and her 
Border Collie, Chester

Anne Mann and her Aussie Shepherds  
Maggie and Rhythm

Wendi Waghorn-Ball and her 
Border Collie, Alice

Lorraine Holland and her 
Border Collie, Drift

Obedience Triallers’ Report cont.

http://T.Ch
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Obedience Triallers’ Report cont.

GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG CLUB OF 
VICTORIA Sunday 4th December 2021
CCD Ring, Judged by Mr Fred Brueckner
Jacinta Burke and Georgy (Ch Kardibroke Be My 
Georgy Girl (AI)) gained their second CCD pass 
coming in 2nd Place on a very creditable score of 
93/100. Congratulations team. One more for your 
title.

UD Ring, Judged by: Mr Fred Brueckner
Lorraine Holland and T.Ch Tullacrest Celtic Drift 
(AI) UD RN  achieved yet another great UD pass, 
coming 1st place 184/200 pts. One darn point short 
for their Obedience Champion.  However, not only 
did they get 1st Place but were Highest Scoring Dog 
in Trial and won Winner of Winners to boot!

FRANKSTON ODC 12th December
CCD Ring, AM Trial, Judged by: Mr Gordon Parsons
Jacinta Burke and Georgy (Ch Kardibroke Be My 
Georgy Girl CCD (AI)) came 3rd Place on a score of 
89. Title – Congratulations!

CCD Ring, PM Trial, Judged by: Mrs Dawn Howard
Jacinta Burke and Georgy (Ch Kardibroke Be My 
Georgy Girl CCD (AI)) gained 1st Place and a perfect 
score for CCD of 100/100. Who hoo!

COLLIE CLUB 18th December 2021
The last obedience trial for 2021. The weather was 
perfect.

Novice Ring, Judged by: Dr Marybeth Murphy
Jacinta Burke and Georgy (Ch Kardibroke Be My 
Georgy Girl CCD, (AI)) entered their first Novice class 
and placed 3rd on a score of 187/200. Onwards and 
upwards Jacinta.

Open Ring, Judged by: Mrs Kim Houlden
My Maggie (Ch Eliteview Leading Lady CDX TD) 
came in 1st Place on 199/200 and was also Highest 
Scoring Dog in Trial. She was on fire!

UD Ring, Judged by: Mrs Dearne Jackson
Lorraine Holland and T.Ch Tullacrest Celtic Drift (AI) 
UD RN  almost did it but Drift looked away in signals 
missing out on a beautiful score. 2nd place NQ. 

Interested in dog obedience competition?
Pop over to the roped-off trial practice rings on Sunday morning and take a look at what you can 
achieve with your beautiful dogs. We are happy to answer your questions. All sizes and breeds are 
capable of reaching high standards, so when you pass Basic 2 give it a try! You will be amazed what 
your dogs can learn. It’s not just quality heeling... there’s directed jumping, retrieving, send aways and 
later on scent discrimination.
Once you have passed Basic 2, put your name down for the Advanced Class, a prerequisite to joining 
the trial group. Please see the form on the desk in front of the office.

http://T.Ch
http://T.Ch
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Rally News

By Pam Scott
Rally Coordinator

X, M - #56

Moving Stand 
Walk Around 

Dog

N, A, X, M - #24

We’re looking forward to returning in February to 
a great year of Rally training. I hope you and your 
dogs are rested and ready!

Trial News
Leonie Keilour and Prancer, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retriever earned four more passes towards 
Rally Champion, despite the warm weather. A total 
of 10 qualifying scores of 90 or more are required 
in Rally Master class – well done Team Prancer, only 
five to go!

Date Club Judge Class Score Place
13/11/2021 Southern ODC Maribeth Murphy RM 94 4th
13/11/2021 Southern ODC Kim Houlden RM 89NQ 3rd
20/11/2021 Werribee ODC Ross Carlson RM 94 4th
20/11/2021 Werribee ODC Heather Miller RM 85NQ 2nd
30/11/2021 Dogs Victoria - KCC Michael Hayes RM 94 1st
12/12/2021 Frankson DOC- KCC Fred Brueckner RM 97  

Would you like to try Rally?
Rally is a fun dog sport, great for dogs and handlers 
of all ages and abilities, including those not as 
young or active as they were. The focus is on 
handler and dog having fun while working together. 

We also cater for those who would like to trial with 
their dog. We have an experienced and supportive 
group of Rally Instructors and Triallers to assist. 

Check out the information on the Club’s website 
under “Rally”.

To join us your dog will need to have passed B2 – if 
you’re interested, just email me at: 

rally@croydondogclub.com.au

Pam Scott
Rally Coordinator
Email:  rally@croydondogclub.com.au

mailto:rally@croydondogclub.com.au
mailto:rally@croydondogclub.com.au
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👉 Your Club needs you! 👉

CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021  26  

Your club is run totally by volunteers
and we are always on the lookout for additional 
people to help spread the load.

u We need people to help in the Equipment Shop (on rotating roster)

u We need people to help in the Kiosk (on rotating roster)

u We need people to help on the BBQ (on rotating roster)

u We need people to help set up the Agility Equipment

u Instructors

u We always need help on Fun Days and Trial Days

u From time to time we need the help of 
various tradespeople, and we would like to 
know if there are any plumbers, electricians, 
carpenters, etc, among our members 
who would be willing to help out. 

Call into the office or contact the editor at
capers@croydondogclub.com.au if you can assist.

mailto:capers@croydondogclub.com.au
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Note from Ed:
I encourage members to submit articles that 
may be suitable for inclusion in Capers. It 
could be about something funny that your 
dog has done or a more serious article, 
so don’t be shy! Send your article to me 
at capers@croydondogclub.com.au

Please supply any photos separately as high 
quality jpgs, not embedded into the Word doc.

Closing dates for issues are:

Edition Deadline
February 15th January
April 15th March
June 15th May
August 15th July
October 15th September

Do you 
want a 
trophy?
All handlers whose 
dogs gain a title 
between 1st April 2021 
and 31st March 2022 are entitled to a trophy 
which will be presented at our AGM. Please 
give or email a copy of your Title Certificate(s) 
to Trophy Coordinator, Bobbee Terrill at:
bobbee.terrill@croydondogclub.com.au  

All pass/title information must be provided 
by no later than 31st March 2022. 

If you wish to be considered for one of 
our Perpetual Trophies, please also provide 
copies of the relevant pass cards. 

Ask your discipline coordinator for 
a copy of the Trophy Policy.

Jan Sun 30 11.00am Instructors’ Meeting

Feb Sun 6 Training Resumes!

Feb Fri 25 7.00pm Presentation Night – All welcome

Mar Sun 13 Labour Day Weekend – No Traijning

Mar Sun 27 Open Obedience & Rally 
Trial – No Training

Apr Sun 17 Easter Sunday — No Training

Unless otherwise stated the following activities are 
conducted each week:

Wednesday 6:30pm and 7:30pm  
Puppy Pre-School

Sunday 9.00am – 12:00pm:
Obedience Training – Puppies, Basic, Advanced.

Tuition in:  
• Obedience Trialling  • Rally 

• Flyball Training • (Agility Training TBA)

Dates for your diary 2022
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