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Liz Sharp’s Hungarian Vizsla, Kess. 
Photography by and courtesy of Rebecca McGroarty

Kess  — flying in on recall!



CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021   2  

Capers
Contents 

Please note 
NEW OFFICE HOURS 

on return to club:
8.30am to 9.30pm 
Sunday mornings

Articles appearing in this newsletter are considered 
to be of interest to the members, but do not 
necessarily express the opinions of the Committee of 
Management or of the Editor.  

LEGAL NOTE: The Editor and the Committee of 
Management of the Croydon & District Obedience Dog 
Club accept no responsibility for the accuracy of claims 
made by advertisers in this newsletter.   

October 2021 ©Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club 
Inc.

From the President 4

Chiefly Chatter 6

The Longevity Series — Feeding your 
dog avocado 8

Vale Terry Coles 11

Having fun with your dog at home 13

Manners matter 19

Recipe – Little Gems 22

Obedience Triallers’ Report 23

Rally Report 24

Tracking Results 25

Capers article closing dates 26

Do you want a trophy? 26

Dates for your diary 26



CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021   3  

Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club Inc.
Registration Number: A008190W   ABN: 82 580 068 107 

Postal Address: PO Box 465 Croydon 3136

Committee of Management
President Jacinta Burke
Vice President Pia Butcher         
Vice President Russ Grosvenor
Secretary Karen Soo
Assistant Secretary Pam Scott
Treasurer Leeanne MacArthur
Assistant Treasurer
Chief Instructor
Instructors’ Representative

Kelly Gilmour
Mark Johnson
Vicky Desouza

Committee Wade Ashford
Alli Berry
Elizabeth Graham
Anne Mann
Wendy Potter
Bobbee Terrill

Office Bearers
Web Administrator Alli Berry
Facebook Administrators Alli Berry and 

Kelly Gilmour    
Obedience Trial Secretary Lorraine Holland
Trial Grounds Manager Bobbee Terrill
Rally Trial Secretary Pam Scott
Demonstration Team Manager TBA
Equipment Shop Bob MacArthur

Kiosk/BBQ Supervisor/
Coordinator Elizabeth Graham
Editor of “Capers” Anne Mann

Training Panel
Chief Instructor Mark Johnson               
Instructors’ Representative Vicky Desouza

Training Panel Kelly Gilmour
Leeane MacArthur
Anne Mann
Jan Seach

Team Leaders
Puppy Jan Seach and 

Vicky Desouza

Basic Level 1 Keri Gilligan and
Leeanne MacArthur

Basic Level 2

Advanced Class Karen Soo

Coordinators
Agility

Flyball Alli Berry

Rally Pam Scott

Obedience Trial Group Rep Anne Mann

Michelle Balzereit
Helen Bell
Manfred Bentrup
Marilyn Bentrup
Bill Bradford
Lesley Bradford
Karen Bransgrove
Marilyn Chaffey
Anne Coleman
Geoff Coleman
Brian Constable
Pam Cripps
Robert Dark
Melissa Foote
Heather Gilbert
Carmel Green

Nan Hawkins (Dore-Smith)
Margaret Hopson (Dec’d)
Sue Keable
Geraldine Kisielnicki
Chris Krueger
Ingrid Krueger
Keith Layton
Penny Lloyd 
Clive Makepeace
Pam Makepeace
Anne Mann
Gary McArthur
Beryl McCarthy
Rebecca McGroarty
Ruth Nicholls
Eddie Nissner

Mal Paton
Margaret Pilling
Lyn Riley
Elizabeth Saltzer
Sandra Schafer
Margaret Schaffert
Sheila Schaub
Barbara Schubert
Pam Scott
Jan Seach
Jill Spencer (Dec’d)
Ann Statham (Dec’d)
Rita Thomas 
Roger Thomas 
Frank Tipping
Wendy Tosh (Tipping)

Wayne Tracey
Cathy Trudinger
Betty Tulloch
Eric van Zuyden
Isobel van Zuyden
John Williams
Anne Woods

Honorary Members:
Marjy Grosvenor (Dec’d)
Maree Phillips (Dec’d)

Honorary Member and 
Patron:
Hon. David Hodgett, MP

Committee of Management/Office Bearers 2021/2022

Life Members



CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021   4  

From the

President

This has been a roller coaster of a year 
for the club. We have not had the use 
of the grounds in the first half of the 
year and been in and out of lockdown 
through the latter half of the year. This 
has made it very difficult for all of us 
trying to train our dogs at club. 

You, the members, have been very 
patient and understanding as we have 
negotiated our way through sudden 
lockdowns and gradual opening up 
after lockdown. I congratulate you 
for your cooperation with adhering 
to the Covid-safe restrictions, 
which are essential to allowing us 
train together. We hope that once 
vaccination has taken place we can 
look forward to a more “normal” life 
next year and training can proceed 
without interruption. Please Note: Our 
governing body Dogs Victoria, in line 
with Government restrictions, has ruled 
that a return to training will only be 
allowed for members who are fully 
vaccinated.

This will be our last “Capers” for the 
year. I would like to sincerely thank 
Anne Mann for the great work that she 
does in editing “Capers”. This magazine 
is written by members for the members. 
We would love you to write about 
your adventures or misadventures with 
your dogs. We can all learn from each 
other so, if you have found interesting 
information that can be shared, we 

would all like to read about it. Articles 
can be sent to Anne at capers@
croydondogclub.com.au

It takes a lot of work to keep a club of 
this size operational. Your committee 
has been working hard in the 
background to ensure that everything 
runs smoothly. Services like the barbecue 
and equipment shop enjoy your 
patronage. Elizabeth Graham has been 
running and coordinating the barbecue 
very capably and I thank her for her 
dedicated work. If we are going to 
continue to provide this facility, we need 
members to step up and take a turn. 
Cooking sausages is not an onerous task 
and it has the added advantage that 
you get to meet and chat with the other 
members. Elizabeth is looking for more 
volunteers to work on the barbecue on 
a rotating roster so that the work can 
be shared around. If we cannot find 
enough volunteers for this service, it 
may need to be discontinued. Elizabeth 
can be contacted on her email elizabeth.
graham@croydondogclub.com.au

The equipment shop, ably run by Bob 
MacArthur, provides a useful service 
for all our members. We thank Bob for 
taking on this huge role. All sorts of 
useful doggy items can be bought in 
the shop. There is an enormous array of 
dog treats for training, various chewing 
items, tug toys, leads and collars, just to 
name a few items. Take time to peruse 

mailto:anne.mann@croydondogclub.com.au
mailto:anne.mann@croydondogclub.com.au
mailto:elizabeth.graham@croydondogclub.com.au
mailto:elizabeth.graham@croydondogclub.com.au
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On return to club to avoid using communal water 
sources, we recommend you bring a water bowl 
to class... your instructor will supply a bucket of 
fresh water. Collapsible, lightweight bowls can 
be found in supermarkets/pet supply shops. 

the stock, you never know what you 
will find in the way of dog treats or 
equipment. 

Where would we be without our 
dedicated instructors? They do a 
fantastic job of taking classes. It is not 
easy being out in all weather conditions 
instructing our dog handlers each 
Sunday or Wednesday evening. These 
instructors willingly give up their time 
each week to ensure that you can train 
your dog. We thank all of them for their 
hard work and expertise.

Our club is run by volunteers. These 
people, like you, joined the club to 
train their dogs. Taking time out to help 
with the running of the club impacts 
on the volunteers’ opportunity to train 
their own dogs. The more members 
that step up to help, the less each 
person has to do. We do not want our 
volunteers to reach the point where 
their volunteering duties are to the 

From the

President cont.

detriment of their training. The office 
is only able to be open for a limited 
time on Sunday mornings to allow our 
volunteers time to train their own dogs 
and/or allow them to carry out other 
duties such as instructing a class. Some 
of our volunteers perform many tasks 
for the club and for that commitment 
and dedication we are truly grateful. 
If you would like to help the club by 
volunteering in some capacity, do 
not hesitate to talk to me, one of the 
committee or your instructor about how 
your talents can be put to best use.

The summer holidays are not far away. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend time having fun with your dog. 
Remember training is meant to be fun 
but not all fun has to be training. Why 
not have fun with your dog just because 
you can!

Jacinta Burke
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Chiefly
Chatter

You can’t teach an old dog 
new tricks. Or can you?
In recent years our puppy training 
team have shown us all just how much 
training can be achieved with very 
young dogs. They are like small children, 
sponges taking so much in all the time.

Now I have always believed that animals 
in general have far more intelligence 
than many humans give them credit for, 
and this was confirmed by an experience 
many years ago. For a few weeks I 
worked as a volunteer at Twycross Zoo in 
the UK, working with the big cats. The 
head keeper gave me the obvious safety 
briefing but then he described how the 
big cats are the apex predators but they 
are also the apex opportunists and very 
adaptable. 

“They appear to be fast asleep but they 
are watching and observing all the time. 
It only takes one mistake!” 

Over the next few weeks 
I gained a real respect 
for these animals. Far 
from mindless predators 
some of the interaction 
between keeper and cat 
involved many words and 
signals, and they keep their 
keepers on their toes all 
the time (all from the other 
side of the fence of course).

Now why is he going on about cats you 
may wonder, this is a dog club! Well if 
captive big cats are observing change 
and adapt to it then I believe dogs take 
this to another level, and I have two 
good recent examples.

Our Dog Sammy is well on the way to 
10 now but he still loves his walks. The 
normal routine is that I get in from 
work, make a quick drink, sit with Lynne 
for a while and then take Sammy for 
his walk. The very fact that we don’t go 
out straight away means sitting in front 
of me with the intense ‘I want to ring 
the RSPCA because you’re cruel to me” 
stare until I make a move. For years I 
have got up, said ‘Lets go” and moved 
to the door and off we go but a few 
weeks ago I turned to him while I was 
still sitting and said “I suppose you want 
to go out now?” He jumped up, ears up, 
intense eye contact and the split second 
I moved was at the door. He has never 
been conditioned to any of the words in 

that sentence! I must have 
been saying it for a while 
and he has learnt what it 
means.

The other behaviour 
change has also happened 
in the last 12 months. 
Sammy has a crate in the 
laundry room, his bit of 
personal space, but he 
likes to sleep on his bed 
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Chiefly
Chatter cont.

in my bedroom through the night. 
One evening I’m watching TV and he 
sits between me and the TV with the 
intense ‘I want something’ eye contact.  I 
respond with “What do you want?” and 
get a wag and raised ears but I’m not 
sure what he wants. I keep asking and he 
gets up goes to the bedroom door and 
looks back at me. “Oh you want to go 
to bed?” Yes you idiot, get my bed and 
two goodnight biscuits (it is a Labrador 
house) and off he went to bed before 
me. This now happens most nights. Not 
conditioned at all, he has worked out 
what he wants and when.

Now you may wonder what’s the point 
of all this? Well I’m just trying to make 
the point that dogs, like the big cats, 
adapt and learn and observe and this 
does not stop as they get older. So if 
your dog is five or six or even older 
there is no reason why you cannot take 
up a new training discipline at the club 
if your dog did B1 and B2 in the past.

Never underestimate the intelligence 
of your dog... And never underestimate 
the intelligence of a tiger should you 
cross one on a dark night!

Hope to see you all back at Club soon.

Take Care,
Mark

We need volunteers 
to help on

the BBQ
(on rotating roster)

Can you help?
Please call into the office or email Elizabeth on 

elizabeth.graham@croydondogclub.com.au

CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021   7  



CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021   8  

By Alli Berry, Flyball Coordinator and Instructor

What is the 
Longevity Series?

Welcome to the Longevity Series, 
our brand new addition to Capers.
In this regular segment, you’ll hear 
all about science-backed ways 
to help your dog live a longer, 
healthier, happier life. If you’re set 
in your ways this segment may not 
be for you – your ideas of what is 
and is not good for your dog will be 
challenged, and that’s the point!

What this series comes down 
to is this: if you had the chance 
to live with your dog for 20 
years, wouldn’t you do anything 
to make that happen?

If you’re still here, I’m assuming 
the resounding answer is yes. 
On that note, let’s get started!

The Longevity Series
Edition 1: Feeding your dog 

avocado

Avocado: 
The forbidden fruit
In this first edition of the Longevity 
Series, we’re starting simple. There’s a 
lot of myths about what dogs can and 
cannot eat, and together we’re going to 
bust one of the most common culprits 
– that your dog cannot eat avocado. In 
what will come as no surprise, I feed my 
dogs avocado. If this concerns you, it 
won’t for much longer!

Key take aways
• Avocado is safe for your dog to eat, 

and good for them too!

• While your dog won’t be poisoned if 
they eat the seed of an avocado, it’s 
obviously a major choking hazard. 
For this reason, you should never let 
your dog eat a whole avocado.

• As with everything, avocado should 
be fed in moderation. If you let your 
dog eat too much in one go it may 
lead to a stomach upset.

Continued over >
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The Longevity Series:
Feeding your dog avocado cont.

The internet is littered with 
contradictory information regarding 
the toxicity of avocado and whether 
it is safe to feed to dogs. Some 
websites even have the audacity to 
say ‘yes and no’. That’s really helpful, 
isn’t it? Let’s look at the science. 

The presumption of toxicity
The first and only scientific report 
of (presumed) avocado toxicity was 
published in 1994. This report identified 
that two dogs in Southern Africa had 
died following excessive consumption of 
whole avocados and other plant parts. 
The dogs’ conditions shared similarities 
to the effects of persin poisoning 
seen in goats, sheep and horses that 
had consumed avocados. Researchers 
therefore concluded that their illness 
was likely also a manifestation of this 
poisoning.1

This study does not conclusively 
demonstrate that avocado is toxic to 
dogs. Only two dogs reportedly died, 
and this was after consuming large 
volumes of avocado fruit and other 
parts of the avocado plant, which are 
known to contain higher levels of persin 
than the fruit. Despite this, the above 
study led to a widespread belief that 
even the smallest amount of avocado 
fruit is toxic to dogs. Many people still 
hold this belief to this day.

The presumption debunked
In 2012, Procter and Gamble funded a 
study into canine avocado toxicity to set 
the record straight. The study occurred 
over a period of six months and tested 
consumption of avocado extract (which 
included avocado flesh, skin and seeds) 
in 40 adult beagles. The beagles were 
separated into four groups, consuming 
either (a) a 0% avocado diet, (b) 
a 0.22% avocado diet, (c) a 0.66% 
avocado diet, or (d) a 1.10% avocado 
diet. None of the dogs suffered any 
adverse health effects related to their 
consumption of the extract.2

Continued over >
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This study is more credible than the 
1994 report as it assesses a moderately 
large number of dogs in a controlled 
environment. While it would be 
beneficial to study the consumption of 
avocado in various breeds and across a 
range of age groups, there is generally 
no incentive for large companies to 
conduct extensive research into fresh 
food feeding for dogs (as they don’t 
make any money out of it). 

So, what does this study mean? In a 
nutshell, it’s safe to feed your dog 
small amounts of avocado flesh, skin 
and seed. However, practically you 
would be advised against feeding 
the avocado’s skin and seed, as is the 
practice for humans. The skin and seed 
of an avocado contain higher levels of 
persin than the flesh, and are not very 
enjoyable to eat. The seed is also a 
major choking hazard.

Why should I feed 
my dog avocado?
As will become clear throughout the 
Longevity Series, feeding your dog a 
variety of foods is essential to producing 
diverse gut bacteria, which helps to 
maintain general wellbeing. This is true 
for people too!

In addition to this, avocado has been 
known to:

• contain healthy fats;

• increase bio-availability of fat-soluble 
vitamins found in other foods;

• lower blood pressure;

• display anti-inflammatory properties; 
and

• contain anti-oxidants which are 
beneficial to eyesight.

You can read more about these benefits 
in this article by renowned holistic 
veterinarian Dr Karen Becker.3

Write in
Do you have a question about this edition of the Longevity Series? Is there a topic 
you’d really like us to explore? Please email us at capers@croydondogclub.com.au 
to have your thoughts heard!

The Longevity Series:
Feeding your dog avocado cont.

Endnotes
1 I B Buoro, S B Nyamwange, D Chai and S M Munyua, ‘Putative Avocado Toxicity in Two Dogs’ (1994) 61(1) Onderstepoort Journal of Veter-
inary Research 107 <https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7898892/>.
2 Gary M Davenport et al, ‘Tolerance and Safety of an Avocado-Based Ingredient for Adult Dogs’ (2012) 26(S1) The Federation of American 
Societies for Experimental Biology Journal 825.1 <https://faseb.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1096/fasebj.26.1_supplement.825.1>.
3 Dr Karen Shaw Becker, ‘Are Avocados Good for Your Pets?’ Food Facts for Pets (Web Page, 6 September 2020) <https://petfoodfacts.
mercola.com/fruits/avocado.html?cid_source=facebook&cid_medium=social&cid_content=facebookpets&cid=petfoodfacts_20201120&fb-
clid=IwAR3Q9axOHwiv0bVon3x1C-q9QbfggOnF1oU_4mr2zKR1lBt_3E1OSA1kR34>.

https://petfoodfacts.mercola.com/fruits/avocado.html?cid_source=facebook&cid_medium=social&cid_content=facebookpets&cid=petfoodfacts_20201120&fbclid=IwAR3Q9axOHwiv0bVon3x1C-q9QbfggOnF1oU_4mr2zKR1lBt_3E1OSA1kR34
mailto:capers@croydondogclub.com.au
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For many years he worked as head cook 
on the barbecue. When strict rules with 
food safety came into place everyone 
thought it was going to be too difficult 
to provide the barbecue for members. 
However, Terry did a course on food 
safety and the sausage sizzle was back 
on at Croydon. In May 2003 he became 
president, a position he held for 14 
months until he had to leave due to 
as he said “lack of time to adequately 
meet the needs of the role”.

During his time with the club Terry also 
filled in as an instructor when there 
were insufficient instructors to meet the 
demand. He introduced the one number 
system to keep track of members. He 
was also one of the first in Victoria to 
print trial pass certificates instead of 
laboriously writing out by hand. This 
was a task that he also carried out for 
many other dog clubs He also did a stint 
as Assistant Trial Secretary for when the 
club had agility trials.

Vale Terry Coles

It is for his work on his websites www.
vicdog.com and www.agilitytrials.info 
that Terry will be best remembered. The 
service that he provided was the envy of 
other States. Performance trialers and 
trial secretaries relied on the website 
to keep up to date with performance 
events, schedules, catalogues, results 
and news. This was no mean feat as 
deadlines had to be met. Even when 
Terry went to help in his son’s business 
in Queensland, he was always on hand 
to help with any queries. All of this was 
done even though he didn’t own a dog. 
Such was the generosity of the man 
that he even volunteered himself to do 
the prize cards for the Rose Society of 
Victoria’s annual Spring shows. 

Terry was a quiet achiever. On trial days 
he would slip into the club and print 
the trial pass certificates and then just 
as quietly slip away when the task was 
done. The dog world will greatly miss 
Terry and his unstinting generosity.

Jacinta Burke, President

It was with great sadness that we 
learnt of the recent passing of Terry 
Coles. Over the years Terry has made a 
substantial contribution to CDODC.

http://www.vicdog.com.au
http://www.vicdog.com.au
http://www.agilitytrials.info


CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021   12  

12 Boronia Road, Vermont
6 Wood Street, Nunawading

0434 403 334
classypaws.com.au

Bath and Tidy from $60
Grooming from $80

Other services available.
Call us for a quote or visit 
our website:
classypaws.com.au

Our team of experienced 
and professional groomers 
can’t wait to meet your 
furry friend at one of our 
two locations.
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We often hear instructors 
telling their handlers to have 
fun with their dogs but what 
sort of fun things are there 
to do at home? There are 
activities that you can give 
your dog to amuse themselves. 
On the other hand, there are 
activities that you can do 
where you interact with your 
dog. The latter are the best 
ones for building a firm bond 
between you and your dog. So, 
what are some of the activities 
that can be done with your 
dog? The following are some 
suggestions:

Having fun with 
your dog at home
By Jacinta Burke, President and Instructor

Play tug of war 
with your dog
Dogs love playing tug. It is a useful 
game to use while you are training. 
Many expert trainers incorporate a 
game of tug into their training regime 
as it has been found to be one of most 
motivating rewards around. Tug is 
fun, engaging, great physical exercise 
and a good way for dogs to practice 
their manners. When playing tug, just 
remember the game stops if your dog’s 
teeth touch your skin. When you want 
the game to stop, tell your dog to 
“give” the toy to you. Let your dog win 
occasionally to make the game more 
engaging, and it will show your dog 
that you are a lot of fun to be around.

Create an agility course
An agility course is a fun way to teach 
your dog some new tricks, and is a great 
source of mental stimulation for your 
dog. You can put some stakes in a line 
to create weave poles. A low jump can 
be incorporated into your course. Do 
not be tempted to make the jump high 
as young dogs still have their joints 
forming. A jump that your dog can just 
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Having fun with your dog at home cont.

step over will be adequate. I have used 
two upturned plant pots and a stake for 
a jump. Use a hula hoop for your dog to 
go through, again, keep it low. A plank 
of wood on two bricks can be used to 
walk on but make sure that it is secure 
and low to the ground. 

Your dog will find the course good 
exercise and mentally stimulating.  
Remember to use food to lure your dog 
to perform each part of the course as 
your dog will not know what to do at 
first. It is best to concentrate on one 
part of the course at first e.g. jump, 
until your dog gets the idea of what is 
required. Once your dog has mastered 
each part of the course, it can all be 
linked together. This will require focus 
by your dog to perform one thing after 
the other and that is really exhausting.

Use a Flirt Pole
A flirt pole is fun way 
to keep your dog 
mentally and physically 
active especially for 
high energy dogs. A 
flirt pole encourages your 
dog to use their natural prey drive 
in a non-destructive way. It is a long 
pole with a rope attached to the end. 
On the end of that rope is a lure that 
is used to entice your dog to chase. 
This provides great exercise, and it is 
mentally stimulating. Teaching your dog 
to let go on command teaches your dog 

some basic impulse control. Remember 
to let your dog ‘win’ or catch the lure 
on occasion as a reward. This will make 
the game more engaging and fun. Your 
dog will soon become discouraged and 
uninterested in the game if they are 
never allowed to win. 

A flirt pole is easily made using some 
PVC pipe, some bungee cord and a 
dog toy. You will need to drill a hole 
into the PVC pipe at one end to attach 
the bungee cord securely. The toy 
can be tied on the end of the cord.

Food dispensing toys
These are useful for amusing your dog 
when you are not there. If you have a 
dog that becomes anxious when you 
leave home, try giving them one of 
these as you leave. This will distract 
them as you leave and keep them 
amused for some time afterwards. This 
will help reduce your dog’s anxiety.

Kong® make a variety of 
stuffing toys suitable for 
dogs of all sizes. There 
are many other brands 
on the market, just make 
sure that the toy is robust 
enough to deal with your dog’s constant 
pawing and chewing of the toy. Stuff 
the toy full of healthy treats of a size 
that do not too easily fall out of the 
toy as the dog moves the toy around. 
The aim is to keep the dog using its 
natural scavenging ability for as long as 
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possible. Dogs find this activity mentally 
stimulating. Some dogs need to be 
encouraged at first to move the toy so 
that they can see that food comes out 
when they move it around.

Play a game of 
hide and seek
Dogs love a game of hide and seek. 
If your dog does not know the stay 
command, have someone distract your 
dog while you go and hide. Once you 
have hidden, call your dog and praise 
them when they find you. Hide and seek 
lets your dog use some of its natural 
scent tracking abilities in a fun and 
stimulating way.

Teach your dog to 
chase bubbles
Another fun game is chasing bubbles. 
Some dogs do not know what to do 
about bubbles and may even be fearful 
of them. Start by blowing a couple at 
a time and point them out to your dog 
and encourage your dog to chase. Catch 
some yourself to show your dog that 
there is nothing to worry about and 
that the whole point of the game is to 
get them before they touch the ground.

Use bubbles made for children or 
alternatively make your own using 
recipes available on the internet. After 
playing with your dog wipe your dog’s 
face with a towel because the solution 
can irritate your dog’s eyes.

Play some water games 
with your dog
Many dogs love playing in water or with 
water. It is a great way to keep them 
cool on a hot day, although some dogs 
do not care what the temperature is, 
they just enjoy splashing in the water. 
Get a plastic children’s pool or one of 
those clam shells that are so popular 
and fill it with water. Toss in some 
floating toys and turn it into a ‘bobbing 
for apples‘ game. Some dogs do not 
mind putting their heads under water 
so toys that sink are also possibilities. 
Playing with the hose is also a way to 
amuse your dog. They love chasing and 
‘biting’ the stream of water. Turning the 
water on and off creates anticipation 
and dogs love the game of trying to 
catch the water when it comes out of 
the hose. If your dog is intimidated by 
the hose, you could use a sprinkler with 
a softer stream of water.

Finding treats 
with your dog
Dogs never tire of this game and it is so 
easy to play. This is a nose work game, 
which is mentally stimulating and allows 
your dog to hone their natural sniffing 
abilities. Teach the game by first telling 
your dog to stay and then putting some 
treats on the ground a small distance 
away. Release your dog telling them to 
‘find’. Point to the treats and help them 
along if they are struggling. Encourage 

Having fun with your dog at home cont.

Continued on page 17 >
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Dodo Kelly 0409 028 200 
dodok9@fastmail.com.au

  Easy to carry in a back pack 
  Easy to store in the car
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them along the way by praising them 
each time they find one. Gradually 
increase the distance away that you 
place the treats before releasing your 
dog. Increase the difficulty by placing 
treats under something like a cushion 
on the floor. Once your dog has got the 
idea of the game you can start hiding 
the treats in other rooms of the house 
or indeed outside. Another variation is 
to hide the treats under cups.

The game can be extended to finding 
objects like favourite toys. I use this 
game to teach my dog to find woollen 
socks which is a precursor to teaching 
my dog the dog sport of Tracking.  

Use a digging box
Some breeds such as terriers are natural 
diggers so why not give them their 
own dedicated digging box. This will 
encourage them to dig in one approved 
area — one that doesn’t include your 
landscaped garden. A digging box is 
easily made using some wood and sand. 
If cats are a problem in your area, it is 
probably worthwhile making a top to 
prevent them from using it as a litter 
box. At first your dog will probably not 
know what to do in the digging box. 
This can be overcome by making a game 
of burying their favourite toy. To keep 
them busy for a long time you could 
bury a number of treats throughout the 
sand. Your dog’s keen nose will soon let 
them find the treats. Once again, you 
will need to show them the game by 
encouraging them to look for the treats.

Open the present
Put some treats in a cardboard box and 
then wrap it in layers of paper. Your dog 
will no doubt be able to smell the treats 
inside and will soon be pawing and 
tearing at the ‘present’ to get to the 
treats inside.

Name the toy
Dogs have phenomenal memories 
particularly if the motivation is there 
to do something. Teach your dog the 
name of each its toys. Instead of saying 
to your dog to ‘fetch’ its toy, name the 
toy as it goes to get it, repeating the 
name to reinforce the association. Start 
with one toy at first. When the dog 
has learnt the game of fetch with that 
toy, change the toy and name the new 
toy when your dog goes to get it. Once 
again it is necessary to keep repeating 
the name to reinforce the association.

A border collie called Chaser has been 
taught the names of 1022 items – more 
than any other animal. She can also 
categorise them according to function 
and shape, something children learn to 
do around the age of three. 

Read more: 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=10+fun+games+to+

play+with+your+dog&qs=RI&pq=fun+games+with+y

our+dog&sc=4-23&cvid=D5E1F4E2C2BF48FF949423

151BFA2416&FORM=QBRE&sp=1

https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827921-

900-border-collie-takes-record-for-biggest-

vocabulary/

Having fun with your dog at home cont.

Continued from page 15.

https://www.bing.com/search?q=10+fun+games+to+play+with+your+dog&qs=RI&pq=fun+games+with+your+dog&sc=4-23&cvid=D5E1F4E2C2BF48FF949423151BFA2416&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
https://www.bing.com/search?q=10+fun+games+to+play+with+your+dog&qs=RI&pq=fun+games+with+your+dog&sc=4-23&cvid=D5E1F4E2C2BF48FF949423151BFA2416&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
https://www.bing.com/search?q=10+fun+games+to+play+with+your+dog&qs=RI&pq=fun+games+with+your+dog&sc=4-23&cvid=D5E1F4E2C2BF48FF949423151BFA2416&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
https://www.bing.com/search?q=10+fun+games+to+play+with+your+dog&qs=RI&pq=fun+games+with+your+dog&sc=4-23&cvid=D5E1F4E2C2BF48FF949423151BFA2416&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827921-900-border-collie-takes-record-for-biggest-vocabulary/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827921-900-border-collie-takes-record-for-biggest-vocabulary/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827921-900-border-collie-takes-record-for-biggest-vocabulary/
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BM Animals is delighted to advise that 
through a Friendship agreement with 
Croydon Obedience Dog Club we can 
now offer all current members a  
10% discount off the balance of your 
purchases at the checkout by simply 
showing your current membership card.

Discounts apply to all products:

u	Raw BARF Style Meals u	Cooked Meals

u	Meats u	Nutritional Bones

u	Supplements u	Meals for Mutts Dry

u	Specialty meals for dogs with diagnosed health issues  
 eg. skin, tummy, arthritis, kidney etc.

u	TREATS – all Australian, free from chemicals & preservatives,
 salt and sugar (including glycerine)

SPECIAL OFFER

1 McLellan St, Bayswater VIC 3153
Phone: 0488 144 675 www.bmanimals.net.au

CDODC CAPERS ~ October 2021  18  
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You’re walking your dog off 
lead in a designated ‘off lead’ 
area when you see a dog 
approaching that is on lead.

What should you do?

(a) Reassure the owner of the 
other dog by calling out 
“it’s OK, he’s friendly”.

(b) Let your dog run 
over to ‘say hi’.

(c) Put your dog on lead 
until you are well past 
the other dog.

The answer is (c).

However many dog owners don’t 
understand that an unruly approach by 
another dog can be quite threatening 
to both an on lead walker and their 
dog. To a young puppy, such an 
incident can be life changing, causing 

it to fear an approach by another dog 
and affecting it’s confidence for life.

The dog could be on leash for any 
number of reasons;  he/she could be 
blind or deaf, may be recovering from 
surgery, may be afraid of other dogs and 
strangers, may be elderly and infirm, or 
they may simply prefer to walk on lead. 

Whatever the reason, put your 
dog on lead as soon as possible. 
This will let the owner know that 
you respect their choice and they 
will feel confident to pass you.

If the dog seems friendly it is always 
OK to ask if the dogs can say ‘hello’. 
If the answer is yes, keep the greeting 
brief (only a few seconds), thank the 
owner and move on. If the answer is 
‘no’, respect this choice, wish them 
a lovely walk and be on your way.

You have a responsibility to have your 
dog under control in any public place 
and this means verbal control if your 
dog is running free. If you can’t call 
your dog back to you immediately, 
you do not have control. Have you 
ever been in a leash free area and had 
another dog run up to you and try to 
play? When you ask the dog’s owner 
to please call their dog away, have 
you received a response like “it’s OK, 

Manners matter...
when you have your dog off lead

Submitted and edited by Bobbee Terrill, original author unknown.
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he’s friendly” or “he only wants to 
say Hi”. Even worse is a response like 
“it’s an off leash park, my dog is fine”. 
Worse still “this is an off leash park, 
take your dog away if you’re not OK 
with other dogs wanting to play”.

Increasingly, people are prepared to 
report dogs that are ‘not under control’ 
to their local council. This does not 
mean that the dog is aggressive or 
that it will be seized, but it will usually 
result in a visit from the local Ranger 
and a reminder about the owner’s 
responsibilities when out with their dog. 

Calling out “don’t worry, he’s friendly” 
is meaningless and just lets people know 
that you have no control over your dog.  
Remember that dog parks, or any area 
where dogs gather in large numbers 
can be fraught with problems. Dogs of 
different sizes, different temperaments 
and different ages often have very 
different ideas about what is acceptable 
play. It is easy for a young, small or timid 
dog to be overwhelmed by a large, 
grown, or rambunctious adult. If you 
choose to visit these areas, keep your 
lead handy and watch your dog closely. 
If there are any signs that your dog is 
becoming overwhelmed, or that there 
are bullies in the group, put your dog 

Manners matter cont.

on lead and leave. If most owners do 
not appear to be watching their dogs 
it may also be a good idea to leave.

So, next time you see a dog on lead 
choose to be a responsible owner. 
Remember “manners cost nothing”. 

Adapted from... 
References: https://jarvisthedogwhisperer.com/
residential-dog-training/  #recall #dogwalker 
#consent #dogsonlead #reactivedog 

#mannerscostnothing #useyourvoice #dogwarden

 

https://jarvisthedogwhisperer.com/residential-dog-training/
https://jarvisthedogwhisperer.com/residential-dog-training/
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Your club is run totally by volunteers
and we are always on the lookout for 
additional people to help spread the load.

u We need people to help in the Equipment 
Shop (on rotating roster)

u We need people to help in the Kiosk (on rotating roster)

u We need people to help on the BBQ (on rotating roster)

u We need people to help set up the Agility Equipment

u Instructors

u We always need help on Fun 
Days and Trial Days

u From time to time we need the help of 
various tradespeople, and we would 
like to know if there are any plumbers, 
electricians, carpenters, etc, among our 
members who would be willing to help out. 

Call into the office or contact the editor at
capers@croydondogclub.com.au if you can assist.

👉 Your Club needs you! 👉
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Ingredients

1 cup Flour (wholemeal)
1 cup Oats
1/3 cup Coconut oil
½ cup Peanut Butter
2 Eggs

For the topping
Greek Yogurt
Bacon bits (lightly fried)

Method

1.  Preheat your oven to 190°C. Spray 
your pan with cooking spray and set 
aside. In a large bowl, combine all 
ingredients (except yogurt and bacon 
bits) until a dough forms.

2.  Use your hands to press the dough 
into the pan.  Fill each cavity and 
press firmly to ensure everything 
sticks together.

3.  Bake in your preheated oven at 
190°C for approximately 14 mins or 
until cooked completely. Allow to 
cool in the pan before removing.

4.  Ice with the yoghurt, then sprinkle 
with the bacon bits. Store in the 
refrigerator.

Tips

Put in the freezer for a while to set 
the yoghurt. Make sure the Peanut 
butter is pet friendly.  

Our regular contributor 
Wendy Potter has been 
cooking for her dogs again 
and shares this edition’s 
scrumptious doggy treat 
recipe — Lucky Dogs!

Little GemsLittle Gems
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Obedience Triallers’ Report

By Anne Mann, Obedience Triallers’ Rep

A few of us managed 
to squeeze in a trial 
before lockdown...  
HASTINGS & DISTRICT ODC 31/7/21 

A great day out with friends and a safe, 
well-run trial under Covid restrictions.

Leonie Keillor (Bonnie) and Prancer (Ch 
Tollerpoint Allye Faithful CCD RE), under 
judge Merrae Balaam gained their first 
pass in Novice on a lovely score of 183. 
Congraulations Leonie.

A memory making day for me at 
Hastings when Maggie (Ch Eliteview 
Leading Lady CD TD) had her first Open 

trial coming 1st Place on 197 pts, and 
Highest Scoring Dog in Trial, judged by 
Merrae Balaam in the morning trial. 

Then 1st Place in the afternoon trial on 
199 pts also Highest Scoring Dog in Trial, 
judged by Dawn Ayton.

My beautiful Rhythm got 1st Place in 
UDX but NQ due to missing out on the 
leathers in the last exercise.

What a day!

Leonie Keilour’s Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retriever, Prancer

Anne Mann’s Aussie Shepherds, Maggie (left) and Rhythm (right)

Send your Obedience trial 
results, stories and photos to
anne.mann@croydondogclub.com.au

mailto:rally@croydondogclub.com.au
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Rally News

By Pam Scott
Rally Coordinator

Well, we got one week of Rally in 
before the current lockdown!  All 
we can do now is continue training 
at home and hope we can get a few 
weeks of training at the grounds before 
Christmas.

I encourage you to look at the 
Rally rule book (https://ankc.org.au/
media/9457/10-rally-rule-book-01-01-
2021-v32.pdf) and practise the stations 
relevant to what stage your dog is 
at. It’s also a good idea to look at the 
stations in the advanced levels and 
give them a try. Don’t forget to keep 
practising heeling – keep training 
sessions short and fun, and don’t worry 
if you make mistakes.

Spiral
Left

Dog
Inside

N, A, X, M - #22

X, M - #60

Right
U Turn

Left
About
Turn

M - #75

Call Front
360 Circle
Spin Right
Finish Left
Forward

o

Call Front 
Finish
Right

Halt

N, A, X, M - #15

Halt

Rally Stations:
Novice – 1-32
Advanced – 33-53
Excellent – 54-65
Master – 66-76

Trial News
Obviously there hasn’t been much 
chance for trialing to happen, but 
Leonie Keilour and Prancer, Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retriever, were able to 
compete in Rally Master on 31 July 
at Hastings & District Obedience Dog 
Club and gained 93 points and 1st place 
under judge, Mr Eddie Howden. This is 

Continued over >

https://ankc.org.au/media/9457/10-rally-rule-book-01-01-2021-v32.pdf
https://ankc.org.au/media/9457/10-rally-rule-book-01-01-2021-v32.pdf
https://ankc.org.au/media/9457/10-rally-rule-book-01-01-2021-v32.pdf
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Rally News cont.

their first qualifying pass towards Rally 
Champion, which requires 10 qualifying 
scores of 90 or more. Congratulations 
Leonie & Prancer! 

Would you like 
to try Rally?
Rally is a fun dog sport, great for dogs 
and handlers of all ages and abilities, 
including those not as young or active 
as they were. The focus is on handler 
and dog having fun while working 
together. 

We also cater for those who would 
like to trial with their dog. We have an 
experienced and supportive group of 
Rally Instructors and Triallers to assist. 

Check out the information on the Club’s 
website under “Rally”.

To join us your dog will need to have 
passed B2 – if you’re interested, just 
email me at: 
rally@croydondogclub.com.au

Pam Scott
Rally Coordinator
Email:  rally@croydondogclub.com.au

Leonie Keilour’s Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retriever, Prancer

mailto:rally@croydondogclub.com.au
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Kennel & ‘call’ name Owner Date Venue Test & Grade
T CH Lucsimamina RN TSDX (Keisha) Merrae Balaam 18.4.21 TCV

Ballarat
Track & Search Test 5 
Grade Pass
Judge Dawn Howard

T CH Lucsimamina RN TSDX (Keisha) Merrae Balaam 3.7.21 TCV
KCC Park

Track & Search Test 6
Grade Excellent 
TSDX title
Judge Dawn Howard

Tracking Results

Send your Tracking and Track and Search results to 
bobbee.terrill@croydondogclub.com.au

Congratulations Merrae!
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Bendigo Obedience 
Dog Club 4/7/21
Both Bonnie and Prancer were entered 
in Victoria’s First Trick Dog trial, Leonie 
reports as follows:

“Prancer passed all 3 tests which gives 
her Trick Dog Starters title (TK.S)  

Bonnie passed 2 tests and that makes 
me over the moon prouder than 
Prancer, as you know Bonnie is known 
for doing zoomies and ‘wees’ in the ring 
so it was fabulous.”

Judge Dog Score 
(out of 60)

Nº

Sue Cordwell Prancer 58 1st pass

Sue Cordwell Bonnie 56.7 1st pass

Sarah Trembath Prancer 55 2nd pass

Lydia Cowen Prancer 52.5 3rd pass 
Title TK.S

Lydia Cowen Bonnie 53.4 2nd pass

Trick Dog Sunday 4/7/21 
Bulla Melbourne & District 
Dances with Dogs Club
“Bonnie, Judge Sue Cordwell, 56.5 and 
Bonnie’s 3rd pass for her Trick Dog 
Starter Title.

Trick Dog Results

Bonnie now has 12 titles in 5 disciplines 
at nearly 12 years young, more than I 
ever dreamed. 

She is now Grand TS Ch, T CH Bonnielee 
RE ET TK.S”

Congratulations Leonie!
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Note from Ed:
I encourage members to submit 
articles that may be suitable for 
inclusion in Capers. It could be about 
something funny that your dog has 
done or a more serious article, so 
don’t be shy! Send your article to me 
at capers@croydondogclub.com.au

Please supply any photos 
separately as high quality jpgs, not 
embedded into the Word doc.

Closing dates for issues are:

Edition Deadline
February 15th January
April 15th March
June 15th May
August 15th July
October 15th September

Do you 
want a 
trophy?
All handlers whose 
dogs gain a title 
between 1st April 
2021 and 31st March 2022 are entitled 
to a trophy which will be presented at 
our AGM. Please give or email a copy 
of your Title Certificate(s) to Trophy 
Coordinator, Bobbee Terrill at:
bobbee.terrill@croydondogclub.com.au  

All pass/title information must be provided 
by no later than 31st March 2022. 

If you wish to be considered for one 
of our Perpetual Trophies, please also 
provide copies of the relevant pass cards. 

A copy of the Trophy Policy is available 
on the club’s website under “Policies”.

Oct Sun 31 Melb Cup Weekend 
– No Training

Nov Sun 21 Last training day for the year

Sun 28 Open Obedience & Rally Trial

Unless otherwise stated the following activities 

are conducted each week:

Wednesday 6:30pm and 7:30pm  

Puppy Pre-School

Sunday 9.00am – 12:00pm:

Obedience Training – Puppies, Basic, Advanced.

Tuition in:  

• Obedience Trialling  • Rally 

• Flyball Training • (Agility Training TBA)

Dates for your diary
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