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From the President

Dear Fellow Club Members, 

When I prepared my report for the April 
Issue of Capers, we had just moved into 
temporary accommodation whilst the 
club premises underwent renovation.

Very shortly and quickly thereafter things 
in the world as we know it altered very 
quickly with the Covid-19 Pandemic, 
and the resultant suspension of training 
followed by the Victorian Government’s 
Stage three lock down provisions.

Hopefully, everyone has been able to safely 
spend the time at home. Hopefully too 
one of the silver linings has been more 
time to spend with our canine people at 
home. I know that when we’ve been out 
of one of the twice daily constitutionals 
we take in our household, I have been 

amazed at the number of people out and 
about, and the neighbours I have seen 
walking dogs who seldom left their houses.

Whilst we’ve been in our enforced 
hibernation however, progress is being 
made at Silcocck. The old verandah has 
been demolished and the new footings 
laid to the left hand end of the building. 
There is also a brick out “skin” being 
built around the entre facility.

This is the link to the council webpage 
for those interested in looking at the 
plans: https://www.maroondah.vic.gov.
au/Development/Developing-Maroondah/
Maroondah-projects/Maroondah-projects/
Silcock-Reserve-Pavilion-redevelopment

Effectively, the building is being 
rotated 90 degrees so that instead 
of being behind us, the Cricket and 
soccer clubs will be beside us.

Work is due to be completed 
by February 2021.

In addition the cricket nets are being 
replaced with the nets on the oval closest 
to the playground having been demolished 
and in the process of being replaced. The 
draining too to the entire oval is being 
upgraded and that is due for completion for 
April 2021, so we do still continue to face 



4   CDODC CAPERS ~ June 2020

disruption to our facilities. Having been 
on the oval however and with this being 
a wetter winter thus far than we’ve had 
for a few years, it may well be that 
the timing works to our advantage.

No time was going to be perfect for the 
disruption to our club and our lives but 
it would have been much worse if we 
endured the renovation disruption the 
Covid-19. It’s far better that it’s all 
happening at once so we limit as far 
as we can, our time away from club.

Gradually restrictions are being eased, 
including in the trialling world, but 
it is likely that we are a fair way 
off resuming Club. We could have 
a maximum of two groups of 
20, with no toilet or other 
facilities AFTER we satisfied 
rigorous council conditions. 
It just is impossible at this 
stage. Please however do keep 
monitoring our web page about 
what we are planning because 
I am not sure about anyone 
else, but we are DESPERATE to 
get back to our Sunday fun. 
There’s only so much cupboard 
tidying that one can stomach.

Stay safe and well and 
hopefully we’ll be able to 
train together soon.

Fiona McGregor

From the President cont.
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Chiefly Chatter

Hi everyone,

Well, it’s certainly been an interesting 
year so far.  As you are probably aware 
we needed to vacate the clubrooms in 
mid-March for renovations which not only 
will see new buildings for the sporting 
clubs that share Silcock Reserve with us 
but an updated club room for us. Several 
volunteers gave up their Sunday on the 
Labour Day weekend to clean out all our 
accumulated items and pack them up 
safely for transport to our storage facility.  

Then we were closed down due to the 
coronavirus pandemic for the safety of 
our volunteers and members.  I know 
this is difficult for many as Sunday 
training and our advanced disciplines 
are a fundamental social activity for 
many. It is also difficult for those of us 
who welcomed a new puppy or rescue 
dog into our homes early in the year. 

We do not need to stop training however, 
or even start training a new dog.  With so 
many people now working from home or 
unemployed our dogs are getting a lot of 
attention and walks.  We can use this time 
to work on good habits such as “focus” 
and “good manners” when out and about. 

Eye contact is a fundamental skill for good 
training.  Our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/cdodogclub/ has a 
handout specifically to help you master 
this skill. We also are posting other 
handouts, tips and hints for you to work 
with at home or while you are on a walk. 
There is even a great video on enrichment 

for your dog if you need to be isolated 
and can’t walk for a couple of weeks! 

One skill that you can work on during this 
time while on walks is “good manners”. 
Once you have a couple of basic skills 
such as “sit” and “eye contact” you 
can gain your dog’s attention and have 
them sit nicely while you rapidly feed 
high value treats; those treats are much 
better than the other person/dog/
skateboard/bike that is going past. 
Even a young dog can learn this skill!

What are we going to do when our dog 
has mastered this or any other exercise 
and we find we are still dispensing a lot 
of treats? We are going to fade this food 
lure. This article is included in this edition 
of Capers and also on our Facebook page. 
It will help you stop “bribing” your dog 
into a behaviour that they already know.  
It is often a habit to continue giving 
these excess treats; your dog will usually 
willingly work for you for cheery praise or a 
pat. Dogs are masters of reading our body 
language; they know when we are pleased. 

I hope everyone is staying well and 
continues to do so and that we will 
soon be able to return to training.

Enjoy your dogs!
Barbara Schubert
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Cheddar Bacon Dog Treats Recipe

Ingredients 

1½ cups rolled oats

½ cup shredded Cheddar cheese

4 strips bacon, cooked and crumbed

2 eggs

Method

1. Preheat oven to 180ºC.

2. Add oats, cheese and bacon to the 
bowl of a food processor and process 
until ingredients reach a crumb like 
consistency. (I just mixed in a bowl.)

3. Add two eggs to the mixture 
and mix till a sticky dough.

4. Sprinkle flour onto a cutting board 
and roll out dough to about ¼ inch 
thick. Using a biscuit cutter cut 
out dough into desired shapes.

5. Transfer dog treats to a parchment lined 
baking tray and cook for 20 minutes.

6. Cool treats completely and store 
in a airtight container.

Wendy Potter and her beautiful Murray River Retrievers, 
Bailey and Bramble, share this month’s doggy recipe.
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Goldens at Work

I  joined the Golden Retriever Club of 
Victoria (GRCV) about 1984. How 

did I end up with Golden Retrievers? 

I was in the dog grooming business 
and looking for a breed that I didn’t 
need to clip. Thankfully I still love 
the grooming because there has been 
plenty of that over the years!

Up until this time I had cross breed 
dogs, which were then frowned upon in 
Obedience competition, 
and I did enjoy the 
obedience clubs. 

My first Golden, acquired 
from SA, attended 
obedience classes going 
on to compete in the 
highest standard of 
Obedience competition. 

So my love of the 
‘working’ Golden grew 
as I learnt of the many 
disciplines we could try.

I was very happy to 
receive the “Retrieving 
Dog of the Year” from 
GRCV this year for Danny. 
He certainly isn’t the 
best in Victoria but other 
super handlers never 
told the GRCV of their 
achievements. I like to 
spread the word around 
about our ‘working’ 
Goldens.  Conformation 
is important to keep up 

the standard of the breed but, think about 
it, what can’t a Golden Retriever do? 

They have excelled in Obedience, Tracking, 
Track & Search, Agility, Rally O, Therapy 
Dogs, School Education program, Guide 
Dog for the Blind, Demonstration dogs 
for obedience clubs and the Golden 
Retriever Club Vic., Endurance Test, 
Dancing with Dogs, Trick Work (new 
ANKC comp soon), Nose/Scent Work 
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Goldens at Work Cont.

(ANKC comp soon), RATG (you should ask 
me about this starters retrieving test!) 
and Retrieving. And I am lucky to do 
some advertising work with my dogs.

Is there anything nicer in these ‘stay at 
home’ days than have big brown eyes 
waiting to see what we are going to do 
together next? I try to do something 
different with Zita and Danny every 
day (just like with kids!)… they are 
helping me to keep alert too.

Enjoy your dogs especially 
your Golden Retrievers.

Cheers
Dodo Kelly
CDODC Member
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?

YELLOW
BANDANNA?
A number of our dogs at CDODC wear yellow 
bandannas… this is because they might be 
hyper, nervous, protective, or excitable.

Please give these dogs SPACE 
and ask the handler for 
permission BEFORE you or your dog approach.
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Fading the Food Lure

Once a dog appears to understand a 
given cue such as “sit”, it is important 

to start ‘fading out the food lure’. This will 
lead to a dog who will work in eagerness 
whether the food is present or not. 
Unfortunately, this seems to be a difficult 
undertaking for many new handlers.

The appropriate timing of fading the lure is 
when the dog comprehends the cue. Fading 
the lure too soon or too fast will cause a 
dog to become confused and frustrated. A 
good signal is when the dog is dependably 
giving the cued behaviour 95% of the time.

Using the example of “sit” to illustrate 
the fading of the lure; but the same 
process is used with all exercises. Each 
step must be followed in sequence 
and it is imperative not to move on 
before mastering the previous step.

1. When training a dog to sit, you will use 
the food treat to lure over the dog’s 
head so as he moves his head up his 
bottom will lower. As the bottom lowers 
to ground “mark” the behaviour and 
immediately give the treat. The verbal 
cue “sit” is not used at this stage.

2. Repeat until the dog is sitting quickly 
and understands the behaviour that 
is being requested by moving food 
over his head. Once this is happening 
approximately 95% of the time we 
can move on to adding the word 
“sit” and pair it to the behaviour 
as the dog is sitting down.

3. Bring your luring hand up higher 
above the dog. This movement 
eventually becomes your visual 
(hand) signal for “sit”.

4. Begin to ask your dog for several 

repetitions of the sit before giving 
the food treat. When not giving a 
food treat, use a happy excited praise 
voice and the “yes” verbal marker 
when he sits. You still have food in 
your luring hand, but you are not 
always going to give it to him.

5. Slowly does it, ask for two repetitions 
before treating, then move to 
three, then four and so on. Mix it 
up and start small and slow.

6. Take the treats and hold them in 
your other hand, behind your back. 
Pretend you are still holding a treat 
in your luring hand and move it over 
his head as before. Ask for repetitions 
but only treat from the ‘non-luring’ 
hand. Congratulations you have just 
moved the food out of your luring 
hand and are using a hand signal.

7. As your dog becomes more reliable, 
start to keep the food in a pocket, 
treat bag, or on a table, anywhere the 
dog cannot see it. The dog will now 
have an expectation that sometimes he 
will get a food reward and sometimes 
he won’t, but this expectation will 
make him work harder to achieve an 
instance when he does get a treat.

8. Always remember to give happy, 
excited feedback at all times.

This process will also work for those 
dogs who have been trained for a while 
and ‘expect’ food each time they are 
cued. By retraining those behaviours 
and using this “Fading the food lure” 
guide most if not all dogs can be weaned 
off the need for constant ‘bribery’.

© CDODC July 2017



12   CDODC CAPERS ~ June 2020

Are dog parks bad for your dog?

Before I got a dog I assumed that 
dog parks were canine utopias. 

Now that I have a dog and especially 
now that I’m a dog trainer I know that 
although they can be that, the reality 
is that they are more often volatile 
environments where anything can happen.

Given the right mix of dogs and people 
the dog park can be a lot of fun for both 
you and your dog. However, one bad 
dog or one irresponsible person ruins 
the whole environment for everyone. 
The big problem with dog parks is that 
they are uncontrollable. You really can ‘t 
manage what happens there and everyone 
coming in (dog and human) has different 
behaviour patterns, triggers, and comfort 
zones. What might be appropriate for 
one dog, may mean a fight to another.

When groups get large the energy becomes 
contagious and what starts off as play can 
escalate rapidly to a multi-dog pile on.

I know I’m painting a pretty bleak image 
here and I’m not saying that dog parks 
are always like this, I just want to let you 
know the risks. The reality is that when 
it’s good, it‘s a blast; but when things 
go south it becomes a scary place.

An expert’s viewpoint
I recently sat down with dog behaviour 
expert, Sue Sternberg, who has spent 
a lot of time researching dog park 

interactions, and discussed the good, 
the bad and the ugly of dog parks. 

Here are some of Sue’s tips:

GOOD one dog chasing another dog

BAD one dog getting chased 
by multiple dogs

GOOD role reversals (one dog the 
aggressor, then the other)

BAD one dog always the aggressor

GOOD familiar dogs playing together

BAD unfamiliar dogs playing together

There are some things that you can do 
to help make the environment safe:

1. Stay standing

2. Stay close to your dog

3. Interrupt interactions often

4. Encourage your dog to check in

Sue’s Red Alert Behaviours
Here are five behaviors to watch 
out for that can mean trouble:

1. Tail tucked – under between the legs

2. Pinning – one or more than 
one dog on top of another dog 
and not letting them up

3. Rolling – knocked over/flipped 
from impact of another dog

By Fern, shared from https:/ferndogtraining.com
Submitted by Gary McArthur
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Are dog parks bad for your dog? Cont.

4. Yelping – the dog is frightened 
and can trigger other dogs

5. Group chase – two or more 
dogs chasing one

If you witness any of these 
behaviours it’s best to break up the 
dogs and let them settle a bit.

Conclusion 
Yes dog parks can be great places to 
exercise and socialise but there are risks 
involved. Personally, I think that dog parks 
are a roll of the dice and you just need to 
decide how much of a gambler you are.

My advice is to spend five minutes or so 
outside the dog park before you go in 

and watch the action. What’s the energy 
like? Are the people attentive? Do you 
feel comfortable? And if once inside, you 
get a bad feeling in your gut, leave.

I like dog day-cares better because 
they are smaller environments with 
dogs that are usually familiar with 
each other and you have one impartial 
person monitoring the action making 
sure everyone is playing by the rules.

Just use your best judgement, be 
responsible and don’t put your 
dog into a situation that you 
are not comfortable with.

If we all work together, we can make 
dog parks much safer places. 

Continued from page 12

Dogs from the same family playing together



14   CDODC CAPERS ~ June 2020

?



CDODC CAPERS ~ June 2020  15  

Preparing Our Dogs for life after COVID-19

Reprinted from Dogs 
Victoria Magazine 
June Edition 2020

The COVID-19 The COVID-19 
pandemic haspandemic has
had a severe had a severe 
impact on impact on 
not justnot just
humans, humans, 
but our four but our four 
leggedlegged
friends.friends.

Ensure your dog has lots to play 
with when you head back to work
After having you at their beck and call 
for playtime for the past few months, 
your pet may be interested in some new 
toys to entertain them when you have 
to head out to work or to carry out your 
day to day life. Make sure you rotate toys 
regularly, so your dog remains entertained.

Have a clear routine
During the lockdown, a routine was a 
great way to keep things normal, and post 
lockdown, this is still the case. Having 
a routine helps your dog to understand 
what to expect as far as eating, walking 
and resting and will keep them calm.

While your dog may have enjoyed lots 
of cuddles, walks, play and relaxation 

with you while you have been in social 
isolation, as restrictions change and we 
emerge out of lockdown your pets will 
once again need to adjust to life after 
COVID-19. Here are some simple ways to 
ensure your dog is ready for the changes 
as Victoria starts to wind back social 
distancing and lockdown measures and 
starts returning to a new type of ‘normal’.

Keep your dog active
Like humans, your dog needs exercise 
daily and getting out and about a 
few times a day will ensure your pet 
is healthy and happy. Walking and 
being outdoors is not just great for 
your pet, but a fantastic routine for 
you and your dog’s mental health. Continued over >
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Get creative when you’re 
feeding your dog
If your dog is likely to start feeling 
lonely now that you are heading back to 
work post COVID 19, why not consider 
introducing some snacks or chew bones 
that make eating food a little more fun. 
There are lots of great solutions that 
will keep your dog entertained while 
you work or head out for a while.

Preparing Our Dogs for life after COVID-19

Continued from page 15

If you’re worried your dog is becoming 
distressed or destructive now that the 
measures are easing in Victoria, you 
might need to consider speaking with 
your vet to see if they are experiencing 
canine separation anxiety.

While many of us can’t bring our dogs 
to work or on all outings, incorporating 
your dog in daily exercise and routines, 
family events and doggy play dates 
is a great way to ensure your dog is 
adapting to life after COVID-19.  
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What to do about a dog that bullies other dogs

No one wants to hang 
around a canine bully
These inappropriate dogs are pushy, 
annoying, and tone-deaf about dog-
speak, and instead of following the rules 
of polite, social interactions, they make 
their own rules.

It’s not always 
easy to spot a 
bully because 
dog play often 
looks intense and 
over-the-top, and 
many pet parents 
might consider 
their bullying 
dog’s behaviour 
just a normal part 
of the game. But if you closely watch 
the interactions between a bully dog and 
his victim, you’ll discover that only one 
half of the duo is having a good time.

Is your dog a bully? 
How to spot bullying behaviour
Worried that you might have a canine 
bully? Ask yourself the following questions:

1. Is your dog always the one 
chasing, pinning, barking at, 
or grabbing other dogs?

Positive dog play involves give-and-
take. Even if one dog is the designated 
chaser and the other is the designated 
chase-ee, you should see moments 

where both dogs pause to reset the 
interaction, or even swap roles so that 
the pursuing dog is on the receiving end, 
or the wrestler is at the bottom of the 
scrum for a change. If your dog ignores 
this critical part of play, he might be 
pushy to the point of being a bully.

2. How does your 
dog react if his 
playmate tries 
to tell him “no 
thank you”?

Sometimes play 
tips over from 
a good time to 
overstimulation. 
When that happens, 
one dog will usually 

signal his discomfort about the escalating 
interaction, perhaps by stepping away from 
the other dog and doing a full-body shake 
off, or, if things have gotten intense, with 
a more obvious signal like a hard stare or 
growl. An appropriate playmate will take 
the feedback to heart and back off, but 
a bully will ignore what the other dog is 
telling him and continue pinning, nipping, 
body slamming, chasing, or whatever 
he’s doing to rattle the other dog.

3. Does your dog tend to 
focus on one dog?

Some bullying dogs pick a specific target 
and go after it relentlessly. Even though 
there might be other dogs around that 
are better matched in terms of size or 

By Victoria Schade – Reprinted from petmd.com
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play style, the bully zones in on his 
target, often a smaller or less confident 
dog, and doesn’t back off. If the other 
dog looks like he’s trying to get away 
as your dog relentlessly pursues, then 
your dog is likely bullying him.

Now That You Know… 
Teaching Your Dog Not to Bully
Reforming a canine bully takes a keen 
eye and quick reflexes. It’s best to 
work with your dog in a controlled 
environment, like a fenced yard, instead 
of in a park where the amount of open 
space and the opportunity for other dogs 
to intervene can delay the process.

For this exercise, select a confident 
playmate that can tolerate canine 
misbehaviour and won’t get triggered 
by your dog’s pushiness. Avoid dogs 
that are likely to become overwhelmed 
by the bully dog’s behaviour.

The goal of the exercise is to teach your 
dog that when he gets pushy with another 
dog, his fun time ends. Much like a clicker 
precisely marks the exact moment when 
a dog has performed a correct behaviour, 
you can employ a verbal marker to capture 
the moment when your dog has behaved 
inappropriately. It doesn’t matter what 
word or phrase you select, just make sure 
that it’s short and doesn’t sound angry 
when you say it. Something like “Time 
out” or “No thanks!” said in a neutral 

tone of voice should work well. Put your 
dog on a long, light leash before the play 
session begins. This “drag line” allows you 
to enforce the time-out without having 
to put your hand in between the dogs.

Recognise when the 
bullying behaviour starts, 
and stop it quickly
Some bullying dogs get to work 
immediately, while others take time to 
build to a fever pitch. If your dog starts off 
by interacting politely with the other dog, 
praise him for his good behaviour and allow 
them to continue playing. If your dog has 
a super-strong recall, occasionally call him 
to you during the session before things get 
out of hand for occasional “de-escalation” 
breaks, during which you praise him and 
give him a small treat. This allows your 
dog a few seconds to cool off, which might 
prevent the bullying from even starting.

The key to determining when play has 
tipped over from fun to fraught is watching 
the other dog. The moment the other dog 
looks stressed (tucked body, head down, 
ears back) or like he’s trying to get away 
from your dog, use your time-out phrase 
to mark your dog’s behavioural infraction, 
then pick up the long line and lead your 
dog away from the fun. Take a 30-second 
break during which your dog has no 
exposure to the other dog. Remain neutral 
as you move him away, and don’t repeat 

What to do about a dog that bullies other dogs

Continued from page 17
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the time-out phrase. It’s crucial that you 
say the time-out phrase right as your 
dog engages in the pushy behaviour, and 
lead then him away immediately. Saying 
the phrase without any consequence, or 
lagging between when you say it and 
when the time-out begins, will slow your 
progress and likely confuse your dog. 
With enough pairings of the phrase and 
the time-out, your dog should start to 
realise that every time he’s inappropriate 
with his playmate, the fun stops.

What to do about a dog that bullies other dogs

Continued from page 18

That said, if your dog’s behaviour continues 
to make the other dog uncomfortable after 
several time-outs, or it seems like the 
time-outs are not changing his behaviour, 
you might have to wrap it up for the day.

Because bullying is so rewarding for 
the pushy dog, rehabbing can take 
time. Praising your dog for appropriate 
interactions and taking well-timed 
behaviour breaks should help even the 
most harassing of hounds figure out 
that fair play is the way to go.  
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The joy of owning a deaf dog

To many people, the thought of owning 
a deaf dog is overwhelming and not 

something they would consider. The joy 
of owning a deaf dog is the unique bond 
you build with your dog with special 
needs. Deaf dogs are 
just like any hearing 
dog and honestly just 
want to please you.

Deaf dogs need to 
feel secure in their 
environment, and they 
have to be able to trust 
their owners not to 
put them in a position 
that would worry them. 
For this reason, you 
should always keep your 
dog informed of your 
whereabouts. It’s also 
important not to come 
up behind them quickly, 
as this could startle 
them. If you need to 
wake a deaf dog, do 
so gently, placing your 
hand on their shoulder.

Take some time to do some research 
and have a long hard think about what 
training, socialisation and everyday 
skills will work for you and your lifestyle.  
Talk to other owners of a deaf dog. 
Remember, just like any advice, take the 
advice that works for you, we are all 
different in how we work with our dogs 
and there are no hard and fast rules.

Body language is also vital to a deaf dog, 
they notice everything. So be happy, 
playful and engaging with your body 
language. Facial expressions are just as 
important, smile at your dog. Showing a 

happy face also tells 
your dog you are pleased 
with their behaviour.  
Deaf dogs still have 
ear pressure so their 
ears will pop as human 
ears do when changing 
altitudes. Deaf dogs 
feel vibrations, if you 
were to suddenly laugh 
very loud or yell you 
dog will feel this and 
may be startled so try 
to not raise you voice. 
Never, ever, yell at your 
dog, deaf or hearing.

Training is not difficult, 
as with all training, 
consistency is the 
key. In reality it can 
be easier as dogs are 
visual more than verbal. 
Hand signals work and 

are essential to deaf dog training. Take 
time to think about your hand signals. 
They need to be clear and consistent 
for the dog to understand what you are 
asking them to do. Try to make your hand 
signals unique to the exercise you are 
training, for example, a sit hand signal 
will be very different to a drop hand 
signal. The stand hand signal can be very 
similar to the touch hand signal so stop 
and think of a different hand signal for 

By Leeanne MacArthur, Instructor
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touch. Keep hand signals large and slow 
to begin with. Remember to take your 
time and give your dog time to understand 
what you are asking the dog to do.

All the principles are the same. Starting 
a new exercise with a treat lure works 
perfectly for showing the dog what you 
want the behaviour to be, start slowly 
and build it up.  If the dog becomes 
confused, take it a few steps back, evaluate 
what you as the handler are doing and 
start again. Sometimes when we really 
look at ourselves honestly, we can see 
as a handler we have made an error and 
this is why the dog gets confused.

As long as you are absolutely consistent 
the dog will understand very fast. Eye 
contact is an essential skill for a deaf 
dog. They need to be watching you 
to know what you will ask them next. 
Practice your focus training every day, 
you might find your deaf dog watches and 
checks in with you all the time so work 
with that and reward the behaviour.

Remember the mark and release are just 
as important as with a hearing dog.  At 
club we use the verbal “Yes” but that just 
doesn’t work with a deaf dog. Choose a 
hand signal that will be your mark and 
release words. I am fond on the thumbs 
up sign for the Mark. I started teaching 
this by just giving this signal, then a 
treat. Thumbs up, treat, thumbs up, treat. 
Keep repeating up to 10 repetitions each 
day and the dog will learn the thumbs 
up means something good. Once the dog 
understands the thumbs up is the sign for 

yes, good job etc. they will understand for 
further training when they have it right. 

For the release, I like to use the hand 
signal for ok.  As they don’t hear the word 
ok in everyday conversation they don’t 
get confused as hearing dog might.

Recalls can be tricky and never forget one 
fact, you will never have a true recall. 
While deaf dogs can perform perfect 
obedience recalls when working, off lead 
dog parks can be another issue.  If you see 
your dog headed for danger, no amount of 
calling will help, so my advice would be to 
keep your dog on lead in these situations. 
They may want to approach another dog 
that is on lead or wander too far and lose 
sight of you and this can be dangerous. If 
you are lucky enough to have a fully fenced 
park they can run around, try to pick a time 
when you have it to yourself and let the 
dog have a great run. Practice your recalls 
and I am sure your dog will come as long 
as they are watching you for the signal.

As with all training, starting young 
is best, but if you have a dog that is 
going deaf due to old age or maybe 
you have just adopted a deaf dog at 
any age, they will learn quickly. 

The joy of owning a deaf dog Cont.

Continued over >

Continued from page 20
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A tip for deaf puppy owners – put a bell 
on their collar so you can hear where 
they are. If they are up to no good you 
will need to go and correct the situation 
rather than just calling the dog. You will 
need to get up and find them if they 
settle somewhere for a nap though.

Continued from page 21

Just like a deaf person, you can use a hand 
signal for everything, other pets, human 
names, training time, play time, sleep time, 
you are only limited by your imagination 
but remember, be consistent.  

The joy of owning a deaf dog Cont.

Remember, deaf dogs can do 
everything hearing dogs can.

There is an enormous difference 
between heeling and loose lead 

walking. Of course we use both when 
training, but handlers do sometimes 
get confused between the two.

Loose Lead Walking is when your 
dog is walking with you without tension 
on the lead. He is allowed to look 
around and enjoy the walk. The distance 
between you and your dog does not 
matter provided the lead remains loose.  

On a casual walk to exercise your dog, 
allow him to occasionally stop to 
sniff the environment, after all it is 
his way of “reading the newspapers”. 
However, when you cue “let’s go” or 
similar, he should happily leave what 
he is doing and walk along calmly.

It saddens me to see a dog out for his 
walk where he is not allowed to “smell 
the roses”. A walk should be a pleasant 
experience for both handler and dog.

Heeling on the 
other hand, is 
when we require 
100% focus 
on the handler 
with the dog in 
close at your 
side, even in the 
most distracting 
situations. For 
example you would cue this position 
when walking past someone with a 
baby in a pusher; a toddler; in a busy 
street; crossing the road etc; or if you 
compete in obedience trialling. 

Please don’t ask a young, novice dog 
to heel for extended periods of time. 
This only leads to confusion with the 
dog looking away and losing focus. This 
is why we don’t introduce heeling at 
Club until Basic 2 level is reached, and 
then only for very short periods.  

Loose Lead Walking v Heeling
by Anne Mann, Obedience Trial Instructor
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