
NEWSLETTER OF CROYDON AND DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB

Croydon Capers
FEBRUARY 2020 EDITIONFEBRUARY 2020 EDITION

Kaye Ware’s Bella,

expressing how much

she enjoyed Fun Day

at Club last November.



2   CDODC CAPERS ~ February 2020

Committee of Management 2019/2020
Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club Inc.

Registration Number  A008190W   ABN:  82 580 068 107 
Postal Address: PO Box 465 Croydon 3136

Committee of Management  2019/2020
President Fiona McGregor 
Vice President                
Vice President Bob MacArthur
Secretary Gary McArthur
Assistant Secretary Leeanne MacArthur
Treasurer Ann Statham
Assistant Treasurer Philip Blake
Committee Jacinta Burke

Sandra Hughes
Deb Moody
Pam Scott
Jan Seach
Magda Zaki

Web Administrator Philip Blake
Facebook Administrator Barbara Schubert     
Obedience Trial Secretary Lorraine Holland
Trial Grounds Manager Bobbee Terrill
Rally Trial Secretary Gary McArthur           
Demonstration 
Team Managers

Jill Spencer & 
Sandra Hughes

LIFE MEMBERS
Michelle Balzereit
Helen Bell
Manfred Bentrup
Marilyn Bentrup
Bill Bradford
Lesley Bradford
Karen Bransgrove
Marilyn Chaffey
Anne Coleman
Geoff Coleman
Brian Constable
Pam Cripps
Robert Dark
Melissa Foote

Heather Gilbert
Carmel Green
Nan Hawkins (Dore-Smith)
Margaret Hopson
Sue Keable
Geraldine Kisielnicki
Chris Krueger
Ingrid Krueger
Keith Layton
Penny Lloyd 
Clive Makepeace
Pam Makepeace
Anne Mann
Beryl McCarthy

Rebecca McGroarty
Ruth Nicholls
Eddie Nissner
Mal Paton
Neil Peterson
Margaret Pilling
Lyn Riley
Elizabeth Saltzer
Sandra Schafer
Margaret Schaffert
Sheila Schaub
Barbara Schubert
Jan Seach
Jill Spencer

Ann Statham
Rita Thomas 
Roger Thomas 
Frank Tipping
Wendy Tosh (Tipping)
Wayne Tracey
Cathy Trudinger
Betty Tulloch
Eric van Zuyden
Isobel van Zuyden
John Williams
Anne Woods

Articles appearing in this newsletter are considered to be of interest to the members, but do not necessarily
express the opinions of the Committee of Management or of the Editor.

LEGAL NOTE: The Editor and the Committee of Management of the CDODC accept no responsibility
for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers in this newsletter.

February 2020 ©Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club Inc.

Equipment Shop Supervisor Anne Coleman            
Tuck Shop Supervisor Jane Egan
Editor of “Capers” Anne Mann

TRAINING PANEL
Chief Instructor Barbara Schubert                
Instructors’ Representative Vicky Desouza
Training Panel Keri Gilligan

Linda Hedges
Sandra Hughes

TEAM LEADERS
PUPPY Jan Seach and 

Vicky Desouza
Basic Level 1 Keri Gilligan and

Leeanne MacArthur
Basic Level 2 Ken Leeming and

Linda Hedges
CO-ORDINATORS
AGILITY Linda Hedges and

Fiona McGregor
FLYBALL Deb Moody
RALLY O Gary McArthur
OBEDIENCE TRIAL GROUP REP Anne Mann



CDODC CAPERS ~ February 2020  3  

From the President

Dear Fellow Club Members,  
Welcome back to another year! I hope 

everyone had an enjoyable holiday period 
and got an opportunity to unwind and 
refresh ready for the coming year.

You will recall that for a number of 
years we have been in consultation with 
Maroondah Council from whom we lease our 
premises, concerning the redevelopment 
and improvement of our facilities. 

Whilst for a time it felt like it was never going 
to happen, we are now at the stage where 
the plans have been put out for tender and 
it seems that our renovations are going to 
actually commence sooner rather than later.

Unfortunately that inevitably means disruption 
– to our facilities and to our training and to 
our club activities. Let’s be honest. It’s not 
going to be fun. It’s probably going to be 
frustrating and limiting and annoying. It’s 
going to mean that there’s likely to be some 
reduction in what the club can offer and the 
activities we can undertake in the short term. 

However the silver lining is that the disruption 
is likely to be contained to this year. And 
further, it’s going to mean more modern and 
better facilities for all our club members 
into the future. We will of course keep 
everyone appraised, via our web site, about 
change, disruptions and news as it occurs. 

It is not only our physical environment which 
is changing. For many years we’ve operated an 
enormously labour intensive system of class 
lists and member data bases. It has taken 
a great deal of time and effort from a few 
dedicated volunteers to maintain. This year 
we are rolling out a new system, Better Impact 
which will make all of our administrative 
functions easier and more manageable. It 
will mean Instructors can maintain class lists 
and contact handlers far more quickly and 

easily and it reduces significantly the load of 
the people who maintain all our records. 

Again, we may have some teething 
problems but bear with us – it will 
be all worthwhile in the end.

And thank you to to the BI subcommittee 
who have worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes to get us ready to go “live”.

So let’s make 2020 a great year for 
our club, one where we and our canine 
friends enjoy health and happiness.

Fiona McGregor

Essentials that all 
children should know…
• NEVER approach a strange dog 

unless the owner is present.

• ALWAYS ask the owner before 
you pat or play with their dog.

• TAKE care not to get dogs over-
excited when you play with them 
– don’t scream or wave your arms.  
Don’t grab or cuddle a dog around 
the neck, as this can frighten it.

• LEAVE dogs alone when they are 
eating or are near their food.

• DON’T surprise a sleeping dog.
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John NEWBIGIN and Poppy
Sarah NICHOLSON and Adagio
Lisa NORTON and Henry
Barrry PHILLIPS and Shadow
Cheryl POLLOCK and Kenji
Judith REES and Sandy
Christine RUSHTON and Wellington
John SPEELMEYER and Griffin
Jane TAYLOR and Coco
Chantelle UNDERWOOD and Sasha
Mark WATTS and Tash
Marion WINCHESTER and Pinot

Mark BARKER and Jed
Jacinta BURKE and Georgy
Megan CARRIGG and Alice
Matt WEST and Jasper
Robert DI MAIO and Flash
Leonie KEILOUR and Prancer
Nadine KEMP and Marlo
Melanie KNIGHT and Koda
Shelley LARGE and Diesel
Beth LYON and Ferdi
Christine MIDDLEMAST and Dash
Rebecca MURPHY and Pip

CONGRATULATIONS to the following club members who 
have recently passed the Basic Obedience Test.  

If you have ordered your certificate and not received it please call into the office on any Sunday
between 10.30 – 11.00 am to collect it.

Basic Obedience Passes

Please note: It is 
not acceptable for 
members to allow their 
dogs to continually 
bark whilst at Club. Complaints from 
neighbours to Council can make it very 
difficult for the Club to be seen as a 
group of responsible dog owners. 

If your dog barks while tethered at 
Club, it may be advisable to put the 
dog in a covered, well ventilated crate 
thus removing visual stimulation, 
often the cause of barking. 

Excessive 
Barking

ReminderRenewals are due by the 1st May 2020 
after that date we are bound by the club 

rules to charge another joining fee. The 
financial year of the Club commences on 

the first day of April in each year, and 
terminates on the last day of March the 

following year. Membership fees must 
be paid on or before the 1st of May for 

continuity of membership. Renewals open 1
Renewals open 1 stst March March – go to 
cdodc.com.au to renew.
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Chiefly Chatter

Welcome back to our existing members 
and a warm welcome to our new 

members who stood in line on 2nd February 
to join our club and start their journey of 
dog training. I hope you find your time 
with us rewarding but most of all fun and 
enjoyable for both yourself and your dog.

Melbourne weather can be challenging, and 
we never quite know what we are going 
to get.  If we do strike a hot Sunday, your 
instructor may decide that it’s too hot for 
your dogs to be working and sit down under 
the trees and discuss the lesson with you. 
Similarly, if it’s raining, we try to accommodate 
you under the veranda or if you are lucky 
in the clubroom. It is rare that we cancel 
training for any reason except for your 
safety, and if we do, your instructor will be 
in touch with you to let you know.  Please 
ensure your instructor has your most up to 
date email address and phone number. 

If you are finding a behaviour your dog is 
exhibiting is particularly challenging please 
speak to your instructor; even if they do 
not have the personal experience to help 
you with that particular problem, we have a 
pool of experienced instructors who may be 
able to assist you or steer you in the right 
direction for the assistance you need.

Volunteers are fundamental to CDODC and it 
is this time of year we start recruitment of 
instructors for the club. Our instructors are the 
backbone of CDODC, without them we would 
merely be a social club of dog enthusiasts. Yes, 
we are all time poor, but volunteering with 
CDODC especially as an instructor is extremely 
rewarding. Our instructor training is done ‘in 
house’, on Sunday afternoon, it’s lots of fun, 
and we even supply lunch! Not only are you 
given the skills to help others on their journey 
to bonding with their dog, you pick up a lot of 

extra skills in handling your own dog. It really 
is a win-win. If you think this is something 
you would like to do, and have completed B2 
or are in the process of undertaking B2 please 
register your interest on the sheet on the desk 
in the clubroom or come and speak to me, 
I’m only too happy to discuss how fulfilling 
and fun it is to be a CDODC instructor. 

Enjoy your dogs,
Barbara Schubert

To err is human, 
to forgive, canine

– Unknown

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING AND ELECTIONS

The following are the relevant dates 
for this year’s AGM and elections:

AGM: Friday 29th May 2020
Nominations close: Friday 8th May 2020
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It’s Summer and the Snakes are out! 

Because dogs are curious creatures they 
are all too often the victims of snake 

bite. As companion animals that are often 
outside with us, the strike may be observed 
or the snake may be seen. Sometimes it may 
only be noticed due to bleeding, however, 
frequently the location of the bite is unknown.

Early Signs (in decreasing frequency)

1. Salivation (drooling)

2. Enlarged pupils (the dark 
centre portion of the eye)

3. Vomiting

4. Weakness in the lower end

5. Rapid breathing/panting

6. Depression 

These signs vary depending 
on the amount of venom 
received, the type of snake 
involved and the number 
of bites received. Dogs 
receiving low doses 
of venom may only 
have enlarged pupils 
and avoid sunlight for 
several days while dogs that receive 
larger doses may show the above signs 
within hours. A dog that has received a massive 
dose, as may occur after multiple bites, can 
show signs within minutes, become paralysed 
within a couple of  hours and die four to five 
hours after being bitten. Tiger snake bites can 
incur significant muscle damage with minimal 
initial weakness even with low doses of venom. 

Dogs will often ‘rally’ shortly after a bite 
and before a final collapse. Do not be lulled 
into a false sense of security if your dog 
appears to be improving. Take him to a Vet.

Snakes bite kills around 6000 animals a year, 
mostly in rural areas, and about 44% of these 
are dogs. Brown snakes are found throughout 
mainland Australia and account for three 
quarters of bites and most deaths Australia 
wide. Tiger snakes account for 18% of bites 
across Australia but are responsible for 50% of 
the bites that occur in Victoria and Tasmania. 
While most snake bites occur during the warmer 
months there does appear to be a difference 
in the peak season across the states, however 
most bites in Victoria occur during the summer 
months.

In some cases the dog 
will collapse and/or vomit 
shortly after being bitten. 

It may appear to recover and 
then deteriorate progressively. Dilated 
pupils are a common first sign followed 

by hind limb weakness that causes 
the dog to stagger. Eventually 
the dog will be unable to walk 
and be too weak to even lift its 

head. Breathing becomes shallow, 
rapid and increasingly difficult. This may 

be followed by coma and death, especially 
in untreated animals. Other signs include 
trembling, vomiting, drooling, bleeding from 
any wounds, pale gums, depression and blood 
in the urine and/or vomitus (adapted, with 
permission, from an article written by Katrina 
Gregory for the Mornington Obedience Dog Club).               
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It’s Summer and the Snakes are out! Cont.

What to do?
Don’t try to kill or catch the snake yourself!  
If someone has a mobile phone, take a photo 
if you can without getting too close! Try to 
remember what the snake looked like. Was 
it single or multi coloured? Was it striped or 
mottled? If striped, did the stripes run along 
the body or around it? Was the head a different 
colour to the body? How big was it? How long 
ago did you see the snake or notice the first 
signs? In an ideal world you would apply a 
pressure bandage to the area involved covering 
the bite, re-bandage the entire limb and then 
splint it to minimize movement. Then carry 
your dog to the car and go immediately to the 
closest veterinary clinic. Phone the clinic before 
you arrive to allow them to be prepared. 
This may well be an emergency with the Vet 
already in surgery performing other tasks.

Often however the above is not practical. Your 
dog may be too big to lift, your car may be 
some distance away, your dog may have been 
bitten somewhere that you cannot bandage 
or you may not have a bandage with you. 
Do the best that you can (use a shirt, bra 
or sock as a bandage) but always take your 
dog to the Vet. Snakes can choose to bite 
but not envenomate, however this is rare 
and you cannot tell by looking. Waiting for 
signs to appear may cost your pet its life.

If you find your dog collapsed and he seems 
dead, please check for a heart beat. If you find 
one, your dog may still have chance. If you feel 
a heart beat your dog is paralysed but not yet 
dead so move quickly. Have another person drive 
you to the Vet and give mouth to nose breaths 
while you are underway. The heart cannot 

continue to beat without oxygen so it is up to 
you to provide this. He cannot help you to move 
him as his muscles no longer function normally 
so you will need to support his head and body.

Remember that although your dog cannot 
move he can still hear and knows what is 
happening. Talk to him gently and reassuringly.

If you have several dogs and only one is 
showing signs of envenomation take them 
all to the Vet. Often more than one dog is 
involved in either the attack on the snake or 
the ‘investigation’ of this new and strange 
thing. One dog may show signs earlier than 
the other. I have a colleague who took her 
unwell dog to the Vet and it was successfully 
treated. When she returned home the other 
dog was ‘down’ and although rushed to 
the Vet for treatment this dog died. 

What will the Vet do?
Some Vets have venom detection kits and 
sophisticated equipment to analyse blood and 
urine samples. Most will have antivenom.  

Treatment is complex and usually requires time 
in an intensive care environment.  Antivenom 
and intravenous fluids form the basis of 
care, with other supportive agents given in 
accordance with the dog’s clinical condition.

Recovery can be prolonged with severely ill 
animals taking months to regain their original 
strength. Antivenom markedly improves 
the animal’s chances of survival, as does 
rapid consultation with a veterinarian.

Continued over >
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• Don’t let your dog explore piles of rubbish 
and other spots where snakes may be hiding.

• Try to walk early in the morning on hot days.

• Remember that snakes swim and 
also get into tree branches.

Recent News
Nature Medicine (17:7, pp 809-811) has 
published the details of a clinical trial 
demonstrating that the topical (off label) 
application of a readily available cream can 
slow venom transmission time by up to 50%.  

This will give you longer to get to a vet however 
it also assumes that you can find the bite.

Bobbee Terrill

Continued from page 7

Things to think about
• Check which Vets in your area have venom 

detection kits and antivenom. Put their 
contact details into your phone or keep 
them somewhere easily accessible.

• Put the contact details of the 
Animal Emergency Centres in 
your phone (all of them).

• Carry a bandage along with your 
‘poo bags’ and keep your mobile 
phone with you on walks.

• Avoid long grass.

• Keep your dog on leash unless grass 
is short and visibility is good.

It’s Summer and the Snakes are out! Cont.

No matter how little 
money and how few 
possessions you own, 
having a dog makes you 
rich.
— Louis Sabin 

Do you 
want a 
trophy?
All handlers whose dogs have gained 
a title since April 2019 are entitled 
to a trophy which will be presented 
at our A.G.M. Please give or email 
a copy of your title Certificate(s) to 
Trophy Coordinator, Jacinta Burke 
on jacinta02@optusnet.com.au  

All pass/title information must be 
provided by no later than 31st March. 

If you wish to be considered for one 
of our Perpetual Trophies, please also 
provide copies of the relevant pass cards. 

Ask your discipline coordinator for 
a copy of the Trophy Policy.

Members are 
responsible for 
the behaviour of 
their children at 
all times.

Children must NOT approach a dog 
without the owner’s permission.
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Reprinted from: vets-now.com
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The Muzzle Up Project

YELLOW BANDANNA?
A number of our dogs at CDODC wear yellow 
bandannas… this is because they might be 
hyper, nervous, protective, or excitable.

Please give these dogs SPACE and ask the handler 
for permission BEFORE you or your dog approach.

Adapted from the ‘Muzzle up 
Project’ and ‘Dog Gear Review’

Why muzzle a dog?
• To stop them eating gross 

things from the ground.

• To practice muzzle training 
for visits to the Vet.

• Because they don’t like people 
or dogs getting too close.

• Maybe they play too rough with other dogs.

• Because they are easily stressed and redirect 
this stress by biting whatever is closest.

What to do around muzzled dogs?
• Give them space.

• Respect that the owner 
is working on a problem 
and allow them to 
concentrate on that.

• If they are actively trying 
to avoid you or your dog 
then help them to do 
that by staying away.

What NOT to do around 
a muzzled dog?
• Do not approach them even if the 

dog looks friendly. Ask the handler if 
they would like some interaction and 
respect the answer if it is ‘NO’.

• Don’t assume it’s a traumatised or 
vicious dog. You will not know without 
asking. It may just be a dog that eats 
everything it can find on its daily walk! 

• Do not allow your dog to approach 
a muzzled dog and if your dog is ‘off 
leash’ please leash it. You may have an 
effective recall but they don’t know this.

• Please do not judge the person or the 
dog. This person is probably working very 
hard to rehabilitate a dog that has issues, 

many of which are probably 
not the dog’s fault.

See them as a responsible 
person who is working with 
their dog to become the 
best ‘person’ that it can 
be and do not aggravate 
any problems. 
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AGM Notice

NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE 
CROYDON & DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB INC.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of members of the Croydon 
& District Obedience Dog Club Inc. will be held in the Clubrooms, Richard Silcock 

Reserve, William Rd, Croydon on Friday 29th May, 2020 at 7.30pm.

BUSINESS
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting
3. Presentation of the Annual Reports
4. Appointment or reappointment of Auditor
5. Appointment of Returning Officer
6. Election of the Committee of Management
7. Presentation of Awards
8. General Business pertaining to the Annual General Meeting

CROYDON & DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
ANNUAL ELECTION 2020 – NOMINATION FORM

We wish to nominate ..............................................................................for the position(s) of:

q  President q  Secretary q  Treasurer

q  Vice President q  Assistant Secretary q  Assistant Treasurer

q  General Committee (6)

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE

NOMINATOR

SECONDER

I accept the above 
nomination(s)

Nominations close with Secretary on Friday 8th May 2020.

The Elections for the Committee of Management of CDODC will be conducted 
at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Friday 29th May, 2020

Executive members of Committee need to be members of Dogs Victoria.
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CDODC Demo Team at the Lilydale Show 2019

� �

Training NoTraining

Current
Membership

Card

No
Membership

Card

Please remember...

Your MEMBERSHIP card must be worn at all 
times and must be visible when attending 

classes. If your instructor gives you another card 
with your name and dog’s name on it, please do 
not place it over the membership card, come to 
the office and get an additional badge holder.

This year in particular, we had a lot of 
people complaining that they didn’t know 
that memberships were due for renewal 
on 31st March, even though the renewal 
date is on your membership badge. 

The club is run by a Committee, instructors and 
volunteers who all are unpaid.  Without their 
dedication we would not have a club, or you 
would be paying considerably higher fees with 
paid Administrators and Instructors. Therefore 
we do not issue reminder notices with approx 
1,100 members this would be a big task. 

Important Notice to All Members
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Grass seeds will grow great despair

By Dr. Robbie Anderton, Waverley Animal Hospital
Reprinted from Knox Leader Newspaper
19 November 2019

As we roll through spring and into 
summer we have to be on the lookout 
for pesky grass seeds in our pets.

They are much more common in dogs given 
they like frolicking through grass more 
than cats, but cats can get them too if 
they like to explore and pretend they are 
African lions hunting wilderbeests.

Once stuck, the pointy end of a grass seed can 
penetrate the skin, allowing migration of the seed 
through the skin and into the animal’s body.

This leads to an abscess forming which 
can be very irritating to the animal, 

leading to licking, pain, and can be 
swollen, or discharge blood or pus.

Most commonly these are seen around the 
feet of hairy dogs, but we can find them down 
ear canals, in armpits and groins, around 
collars and around necks of any animal.

Often we need to surgically explore 
these swellings to look for a seed.

If we find one, there is much high-fiving, we 
flush the wound and treat with antibiotics.

Always check your pet if they have access 
to long grass — checking feet and through 
their coats for grass seeds. Make sure to 
get any unexplained new swellings on your 
pet’s skin checked by your vet, especially 
if painful or discharging fluid. 

Reprinted with kind permission of LotsDogs www.LotsDogs.com
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Did you know that this shop is 
run for you the handlers and  
your dogs?

Prices are usually lower than pet 
shops, vets and supermarkets.

We sell...
  Sentinel
  Training treats
  Australian pigs ears
  Biscuits
  Toys and much more 

Come and have a look at our 
products and our prices.

We can source most products so 
ask us if you can’t see it.

Kiosk
Coffee/Tea/Hot Choc is available 
in the Kiosk every Sunday during 
training hours.
We also stock soft drinks, juices and 
water. Sausages are also on sale.

The Committee of Management 
hereby announce the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the 

CROYDON & DISTRICT 
OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB INC

7.30PM FRIDAY 29th MAY 2020
SILCOCK RESERVE CLUB HOUSE

AGENDA
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR

GENERAL BUSINESS

ELECTION OF ALL OFFICE BEARERS

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES

TO AVOID DELAYS PLEASE BRING YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP CARD WITH YOU TO THE AGM

Each Family – Please bring a plate

Would you like to become involved 
in the management of your Club?  
The Club is run by a Committee and all 
positions will be declared vacant at the 
AGM (Friday 29th May, 2020). Don’t wait 
to be asked: if you feel that you would 
like to know more about the Committee, 
please call into the office on a Sunday 
morning, or alternatively call any 
committee member.  Any person who is 
a financial member of CDODC at the AGM, 
and who has been a member since at least 
31st December 2019, is eligible to be 
nominated for the 2020–2021 Committee.

NOMINATIONS must be lodged with 
the Club Secretary by 8th May, 2020.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP nominations need 
to be lodged with the Club Secretary for 
consideration by the review committee 
by Sunday 26th April 2020. 
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Membership Renewals (When must they be paid?)

The Club’s financial year finishes on 31st 
March, 2020, and all memberships are 

due for renewal on that date. If you are not 
wearing a GREY membership card, please 
ensure that you renew your membership by 
the end of April. If your membership renewal 
has not been received by 1st May you will be 
ineligible to vote at the Club’s 2020 Annual 
General Meeting, and you will be ineligible 
to run for a place on the Committee. You 
will also be unable to train your dog.

If you expect to be away from Club during 
April, please remember to pay your membership 
renewal BEFORE you go. We will not accept 
renewals past the 1st May; after that date 
we are bound by the Club’s constitution to 
charge a new joining fee (that’s an extra 
$30.00 in addition to the renewal fees). 

We are currently implementing a new online 
Membership Management System. Our 
preferred method of renewal is via our 
website at cdodc.com.au and then following 
directions to our new CDODC (Better Impact) 
website. Or you can renew online at the 
Office on any Sunday, between 9.15 am and 
10.30am. You will need to bring with you: 
• Your dog’s current vaccination certificate, 

ie. With a next vacc’s due date of ?/5/20 
to the end of 2020 or early 2021. 

• Your evidence of current address (ie a 
bill no more than 6 months old) 

• Your Mauve membership card (we’ll 
swap it for a nice GREY one). 

• Your renewal fee (we accept 
cash, cheque or card) 

• If you’re a member of Dogs Victoria, your 
current Dogs Victoria membership card. 

The renewal fees are $30.00 per person 
(membership fee), $30.00 per dog 
(training fee) and Insurance levy $8.00 
per person for all NON DV members. 

Renewals will open on 1st March.

Volunteers Wanted

• If you would like to join our band of happy 
helpers, please tick the appropriate box 
under the section headed “Volunteers 
Wanted” on your renewal form.  We will 
use this information to compile a list of 
names of people we can call upon to help 
in particular, in the following areas.

• We need people to help in 
the Equipment Shop.

• We need people to help in the Kiosk.

• We need people to help set up 
the Agility Equipment.

• We always need help on Fun Days and 
Trial Days (in May, June, Sept & Dec)

• From time to time we need the help 
of various tradespeople, and we would 
like to know if there are any plumbers, 
electricians, carpenters, etc, among our 
members who would be willing to help out.

Children at Club
It is lovely to see families come down to Club 
with children and dogs in tow, but parents 
please remember that we have many dogs 
at Club at various stages of training and 
socialisation.  We would hate to see a child 
knocked over or (heaven forbid) bitten by a dog, 
so please ensure you keep a close eye on your 
little ones.  Sunday mornings at Club provides 
you with a good opportunity to remind your 
children NEVER to pat a dog which is unknown 
to them, without checking with the dog’s 
owner first.  On the other side of the coin, all 
members must make sure that their dogs are not 
tied up near doorways so that other handlers 
can go past without having to squeeze past 
a dog.  Ask someone to mind your dog if you 
have to pop into the Clubhouse for a minute.  
If you are going to take longer, tether you 
dog under some shade with its fixed collar. 
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Notice to All Members

FOR DOGS’ SAKE,
PICK UP

Please clean up after your dog to 
ensure that dogs retain their rights 

to parks, beaches, dog-friendly 
accommodation facilities, walking 

trails and other public places.

The Club enjoys a reasonable relationship 
with the people who live in the houses 

next to the grounds. We need to ensure, for 
the neighbours’ sake, and especially for the 
Club’s sake that no-one does anything to 
destroy the good relationship. There are three 
problem areas that all members must ensure 
that they do not infringe on our neighbours.

BARKING   
In recent weeks some of the houses adjoining 
the Clubrooms have been disturbed by barking 
dogs on the grounds. Please ensure that you 
are aware of your dog’s behaviour, and do not 
tolerate any barking by your dog. Barking not 
only disturbs our neighbours it also disrupts the 
classes and other activities around the Club.

PARKING
Another problem is members parking partially 
across the driveways of the houses, making it 
difficult, and in some cases impossible, for the 
owners to get their cars in and out of their 
homes. At present we have one neighbour 
who is getting very irate at some people who 
are parking partially across drives. He has 
threatened to take a baseball bat to any car 
he finds blocking his driveway, and he has 
collected signatures for a petition from the 

other neighbours to council about the problem. 
To try and alleviate any conflicts and damage 
we have asked for a By-Laws Officer from 
Maroondah Council to check the streets around 
Silcock Reserve on Sundays. Your class runs for 
an hour and if you have to park further away 
it is better for the Club that you do rather 
than upset the neighbours. There are three 
advantages: one, our neighbours are not upset, 
the second is that you will not get booked, and 
thirdly the extra distance you have to walk to 
class will help to settle your dog down before 
you start in class.  It is much better for all 
concerned if you are a little late than having 
our neighbours complain to us and the Council.

POOPING
The third problem we have is members 
allowing their dogs to relieve themselves on 
the neighbours’ nature strips and it not being 
cleaned up. Under the Companion Animals Act 
it is an offence to leave dog’s droppings on the 
street and you can be fined if you do. Always 
bring a plastic bag with you to clean up when 
you are outside the grounds, and then put the 
bag in one of the bins around the ground. Also 
please remember to clean up on the grounds.  
There are three bins and pooper scoopers 
put out each Sunday for this purpose.  



18   CDODC CAPERS ~ February 2020

Obedience Triallers’ Report

Bairnsdale DDOC 9/11/19 and 
Gippsland ODC Inc 10/11/19 
Obedience & Rally Trials
I was thrilled with young Maggie – Eliteview 
Leading Lady, CCD when she got three 1st 
places at the Bairnsdale and Morwell trials 
attaining her CCD title. Scores 98, 94 and 
95. Judged by Mr Gordon Parsons and Mr 
Fred Brueckner on Saturday and Mr Fred 
Brueckner on Sunday. She now has her paws 
on the bottom rung of the ladder and I can 
now work without that blessed lead!  

Croydon DODC Obedience & Rally Trial 
1/12/19
Thank you to all the lovely people who 
entered and/or helped at our December Trial. 

It was a great day, pass or otherwise and we 
would have all learnt from the experience.

We had enquiries from people interested 
in joining the club next year and we were 
complimented on a well run trial.  These trials 
do not happen by themselves and without 
your help they simply wouldn’t be possible. 
We also made a very healthy profit on the 
Raffle to which you contributed… thanks 
to Anne Woods the table looked amazing.

Special thanks should go to our wonderful Trial 
Secretary, Lorraine Holland. I am fearful of 
thanking any more individuals in case I may 
forget someone! You all know who you are.

Claire Terpstra’s Border Collie,
Adensley She’s So Fine, RA (Bliss)

Anne Mann’s Aussie Shepherd, 
Eliteview Leading Lady, CCD (Maggie)
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Obedience Triallers’ Report cont.

In the Community Companion Dog Ring 
(CCD) Claire Terpstra’s Border Collie, 
Adensley She’s So Fine, RA (Bliss) entered 
her first CCD trial and gained 2nd Place on a 
score of 86. Judged by Dr Maribeth Murphy. 
They also gained Highest Scoring Croydon 
CCD Member. Congratulations Team!

I can do no better than repeat Rebecca 
McGroarty’s Facebook post as follows:

“Lovely way to end the Trialling 
year at Croydon today.

First up was Char in UD. Some lovely 
work, but it doesn’t help when I speak 
in the “silent” signals exercise! Char 
passed everything – me, not so much.

Rebecca McGroarty’s Labrador Retriever, 
Adderslot Rough N Ready CD (Roughy)

Roger Cameron and his Border Collie 
Guirmere Lucky Jet CDX, JDM, JDO (Jet) 

Good thing Roughy (Adderslot Rough N 
Ready, CD) came through in the Open Class. 
First time in Open and a lovely 193 points 
and First Place. He was also Highest Scoring 
Croydon Member. Judged by Merrae Balaam.

A great trial, well run, beautiful grounds, great 
weather and fantastic raffle. Thanks to all the 
helpers for making the Trial run so smoothly.”

The Collie Club of Victoria held 
their inaugural Twilight Obedience 
and Rally Trial on 21st December.  
It was a perfect evening for trialling albeit 
somewhat windy, but cool for the dogs.  
There was a very good entry and great 
to see another Trial on the calendar.

In the Open Ring, Roger Cameron and 
Guirmere Lucky Jet CDX, JDM, JDO (Jet) 
came in 3rd place with a score of 187.  
Judged by Murray Tyler. Well done team!

Happy Trialling and good luck 
for the coming year!
Anne Mann
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GERMAN SHEPHERD DCV RALLY 
TRIAL – RESTRICTED TO GROUP 
5 – 2nd November, 2019
Helena Walter with her GSD Nelke reported,  We 
achieved a pass of 93 points In Rally Master at 
the GSDCV trial.  It poured rain most of the 
day but we were fortunate to get a break in 
the weather as we went into the ring. Points 
were lost on a crooked sit and two retries. 

Well done Helena, any pass in Rally Master 
towards your Rally Champion title is great, 
especially in the wintry conditions.

The NOVA SCOTIA DUCK TOLLING 
RETRIEVER CLUB HELD A RESTRICTED TO 
BREED RALLY TRIAL on 3rd November.
Maddie Hoare reported: “Today we had 
the Toller Trial, and I took Cooper in Rally 
Master and took Evie in Rally Excellent for 
Mum. Unfortunately, no luck for either of 
them! (Maddie’s mum is recovering from a knee 
reconstruction.) Despite no passes the dogs 
did great, worked really well and had fun. 

They had a great day, had lots of fun and were 
none the wiser that we didn’t come home with 
any passes :) and Evie still won her class as she 
was the only entrant who participated haha! 

Great attitude Maddie. The main purpose 
of trialling should be for you and your 
dog(s) to have fun and come away feeling 
pleased with yourselves. Passes are a 
bonus and there is always “next time.”

Leonie Keilour and her Toller Prancer also 

competed at the NSDTR RTB Trial. “Prancer 
had a great day yesterday. She scored 97 
in Rally Novice under Judge Mark Klecka + 
as we left the ring he said ‘its so nice to see 
someone who knows what Rally O is and how 
to do the signs’ yayayay CDODC and team for 
giving us the opportunity to do Rally ring 
run outs.”  I believe that pass gains you 
the Rally Novice Title, Leonie - great work.

Leonie Keilour and Prancer entered SOUTHERN 
OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB OPEN RALLY 
TRIAL on 16th November. With a score 
of 92 they received their first pass in Rally 
Advanced under Judge Tania Schumann. Nice 
going Leonie – first trial with dog off-lead.

Helena Walter and Nelke also competed 
at SOUTHERN ODC RALLY. Helena reports 
that, ”In the AM trial under Tania Schumann 
we had our usual retry on Ex 56 and the grass 
was not wet………. We gained a pass of 92.”

“In the PM Trial under Lorna Piper we had slow 
responses on the “downs” on Ex 54 and Ex 56. 
Lorna had some interesting toys on a Figure 
8……….  We once again gained a pass of 92.”

Well done Helena. Scores of 92 in the 
Master ring may be less than you hope 
for but are not too shabby!! Nelke is 
easily distractible but she did well.

Once again Croydon handlers 
did very well at our CDODC 
Home Trial – 1st December
NOVICE - Judge Mark Klecka

1st on 97 - Carmel Green with her dog 
Karmarozzi Ruff Cut Diamond.

3rd on 94 - Julie Williamsz with Rand - TITLE.

5th on 93 - Leeanne MacArthur 
with Scarlett - TITLE.

6th on 83 - Anne Dengate with 
Adensley Last Tango.

ADVANCED A - Judge Murray Tyler

2nd on 93 - Leonie Keilour with Prancer

ADVANCED B - Judge Murray Tyler

4th on 82 - Cindy Christensen 
with Skyesong Funky Foxtrot

EXCELLENT A - Judge Fred Brueckner

1st on 100 - Di Gower with Ben. PERFECT 
SCORE and HIGHEST SCORE IN TRIAL. 
Fantastic work Di. (Also Title I think?)

Rally O Trial Results

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/09/27
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Rally O Trial Results cont.

4th on 92 - Maddie Hoare, handling her 
mother’s (Helen Charles-Hoare) dog Evie. 

5th on 87 - Crystal Quarrell with 
Kiradowns Gypsy Babe

8th on 85 - Anne Dengate with 
Adensley Popsicle Toes

EXCELLENT B - Judge Murray Tyler

2nd on 95 - Cindy Christensen 
with Skyesong Funky Foxtrot

MASTER - Judge Lynn Klecka

4th on 92 - Maddie Hoare with Cooper

7th on 89 - Helena Walter with Nelke.

You’ll all agree that the above is a great set 
of results. Better luck next time to those who 
didn’t gain a pass today. We all go through 
that at times. Success will come - keep trying.

Gary McArthur – Rally Coordinator
Diane Gower’s Border Collie, Ben

Dog owners could be fined up to $2,700 
(AU$4,000) if they don’t walk their pets 

at least once a day under new legislation 
recognising animals as sentient beings 
in the Australian Capital Territory.

The Animal Welfare Legislation Amendment 
Bill, which became law on Thursday, 
imposes a range of strict penalties in 
a bid to improve animal welfare.

Owners can face heavy on-the-spot fines if 
they fail to provide basics like shelter, food 

Pet owners who fail to walk their dogs daily 
face $2,700 ($4,000 AUD) fine in the ACT
By Maisy Mok, CNN https://edition.cnn.com/2019/09/27

and water. People who confine dogs for 24 
hours must also allow them to move freely 
for the next two hours or face prosecution.

The territory is the first jurisdiction in 
Australia to recognize animal sentience.

“Modern animal welfare is about 
considering how an animal is coping 
both mentally and physically with the 
conditions in which it lives,” ACT City 
Service Minister Chris Steel, who secured 
the bill, said in a media release.  
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4Legs Natural Dog Food is the only chilled, meatball range with a 100% 
Preservative FREE guarantee. Found in your supermarket meat fridge, 

the 4Legs Natural Dog Food range is served to your dog as fresh as 
the day it was made. With pure meat, fresh vegies and herbs it’s just 

like feeding your dog a home cooked meal but without the fuss!

https://rosewoodfarm.com.au/
20 Research Road, Lara VIC 3212
enquiry@rosewoodfarm.com.au

2019 brought a busy year end for the 
Croydon Rockets Flyball Team – as usual.  

We hosted the competition at the Lilydale and 
Yarra Valley Show on 17th November 2019, and 
after that it was the fun day at club, and the 
weekend after was a competition at Ballarat.  

The team should be used to it by now, but just 
like Christmas, we try to be prepared and still 
we seem to always still be trying to catch up.

Flyball is a team sport, so it’s no wonder that 
everyone in the team puts in the effort to put 
on a good show at Lilydale, whether it’s in 
preparation of, or on the day. It is always both 
exciting and exhausting hosting a competition.  
We had Ann Wilde do a lot of leg work for us 
on getting prizes for the raffle, which turned 
out to be a massive raffle, and Ann is currently 
not competing.  We also had Thaess come 

Flyball Update

LifeWise is 100% Australian; Australian original science, Australian pure and clean 
raw ingredients processed in Australia by Australians for dogs around the world.

http://www.bedandbark.com.au/
14 Station Road, Warburton, Victoria 3799

Bed and Bark is not only for people with pets, anyone is welcome to 
enjoy a relaxing getaway in the amazing Yarra Valley.

help us at 5am in the morning on the day, 
and Marlo was not running due to illness.  

Flyball competition is 8 months of planning, and 
roughly 6 hours of competition.  Without the 
people, the club and sponsors (that are not easy 
to come by these days), the competition at the 
Lilydale Show would not have been as awesome.

These are the MAGNIFICENT sponsors 
who contributed to the awesome day:

4Legs Pet Food Company, who were the 
first to jump aboard in support of Croydon 
and Flyball, who have been there for all the 
flyballers in Victoria, that it almost wouldn’t 
be right if our dogs did not have 4Legs 
quality natural fresh food in our fridge. 

LifeWise PetFood, who extremely generously 
provided us with showbags for every dog, and 
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https://rachaelcampbelldes.wixsite.com/rcdesigns

massive prizes for the raffle in the form of 4 
large bags of their premium, holistic nutritional 
dry dog food, yum!! (not that I’ve tried, but the 
showbags had samples and my dog lapped it up)

And from our own valuable members:

Bed and Bark, owned by Fiona and Andy who 
provided us a prize to raffle off – 2 nights 
stay at their pet-friendly holiday house at 
Warburton.  Needless to say, it was the 1st 
prize to be picked up by the ecstatic winner.

Rosewood Farm, who provided us with a 
generous gift voucher to be used on their 
property for any service – which includes 
a soon to be built hydrotherapy pool. 

Rachael Campbell Designs, who is the talent 
behind the catalogue, the design of the team 
t-shirts, and a talented artist all round. 

And BIG THANK YOU to the local businesses 
who supported Croydon. They brightened up 
the display the entire day with their array 
of hampers and gifts. Thanks to them, our 
awesome day ended on the same awesome note.

Without a doubt, I know our team will want 
to give our Flyball Coordinator, Deb Moody, 
a big round of applause for keeping the 
momentum going, and holding it all together. 

We are definitely looking forward to another 
great flyball year, and we have started, at 
the Bass Coast Show on 11th January 2020, 
with one team being 1st in Division 3, and 
being 2nd in the Open Division. Yay!!!  

Flyball Update cont.
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CDODC OFFICE HOURS
PLEASE NOTE:

The office hours are from 9.15am – 10.30am
Certificates ONLY will be available from

10.30am – 11.00am
The office will CLOSE at 10.30am sharp, so that 
the volunteers who work on the desk can collect 

their dogs and go to their training classes.

Visit www.cdodc.com.au

2020
Mar Sun 11 NO TRAINING - Labour Day Weekend

Tues 17 7.30 pm Committee Meeting
Apr Sun 1 NO TRAINING  - Easter Sunday

Tues 21 7.30 pm Committee Meeting
May Fri 8 Nominations for Committee Close

Tues 19 7.30 pm Committee Meeting
Fri 29 7.30 pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Unless otherwise stated the following activities 
are conducted each week:

Wednesday 6:30pm and 7:30pm  Puppy Pre-School
Sunday 9.00am – 12:00pm:

Obedience Training – Puppies, Basic, Advanced.
Tuition in:  Obedience Trialling • Rally O 

• Flyball Training • Agility Training

Continued from page 23

“Always remember,
the dog is never 
wrong. 

The information they 
are receiving is either 
incorrect or confusing”. 

– Author Unknown


