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Croydon and District Obedience Dog Club Inc.
Registration Number A008190W

Affiliate of Dogs Victoria
Honorary Member & Patron – David Hodgett MP

Postal Address: PO Box 465 Croydon Victoria 3136

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of members of the 
Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club Inc. will be held online via Zoom on

Friday 28 August, 2020 at 7.30pm – login details to come.

BUSINESS

1. Apologies

2. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting

3. Presentation of the Annual Reports

4. Appointment, or reappointment of Auditor

5. Appointment of Returning Officer

6. Election of the Committee of Management

7. General Business pertaining to the Annual General Meeting

8. Presentation of Awards

CROYDON & DISTRICT OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB INC
ANNUAL ELECTION 2020 – NOMINATION FORM

We wish to nominate...............................................................................for the position(s) of:

q  President q  Secretary q  Treasurer

q  Vice President q  Assistant Secretary q  Assistant Treasurer

q  General Committee (6)

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE

NOMINATOR

SECONDER

I accept the above nomination(s)

Nominations close with the Secretary 6pm Friday 14 August, 2020. Due to COVID restrictions 
nominations will only be accepted via email – croydondogclub@gmail.com. Nomination forms will 
need to be signed by Nominator, scanned and emailed to Seconder who will sign, scan and email 
to candidate who will then sign, scan and email the fully completed form to the Secretary.

Executive members of Committee are required to be members of the VCA.

Gary McArthur – Secretary

31 July, 2020
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Continued over >

We were delighted to hear 
about this extremely well 
deserved award and asked 
CDODC Life Member Clive if 
he could provide some history 
of his life in the dog world...

Clive Makepeace 
awarded Life 
Membership 
of the VCA
At the recent AGM of the 
Victorian Canine Association 
(Dogs Victoria) Clive was 
honoured to be presented 
with Life Membership of the 
VCA. These Life Memberships 
are awarded to individuals 
who have made a significant 
contribution to the Canine 
World. Dogs Victoria is the 
premier body representing dogs 
in Victoria. Along with similar 
bodies in other States/Territories, 
they form the Australian 
Kennel Control Council.

Clive Makepeace officiating at 
the Royal Melbourne Show

My contribution started in 1972 when 
I joined Croydon with my Dalmatian, 
Panda. In 1973 I undertook an 
Instructors course and now in 2020 I 
am still an Instructor at Croydon. 

Over the years I have held various 
positions: Vice President, President, 
many years as Chief Instructor and 
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assistant Chief Instructor. I was also on 
committee for a very long time. When 
I first started at Croydon, training 
classes were held in the Park next to 
the swimming pool in the centre of 
Croydon. Over the years we moved to 
various grounds until we arrived at our 
current ground in the mid eighties. 
I was involved in the planning and 
construction of our current clubhouse.

In addition to instructing at Croydon, 
I became interested in Obedience 
Trialling. Whilst we had some success 
with Panda, trialling came to a halt 
when she sustained an injury. It was 
not until 1985 when we acquired 
a Golden Retriever and I started 
trialling again. Now some 35 years 
later I am still trialling with a Golden 
Retriever. I did try Agility but the 
dogs were much quicker than me. 

It was about 1985/6 I became 
interested in Judging at Obedience 
trials. Frank Tipping (CDODC Life 
Member), also an Obedience judge, 
invited me to accompany him to 
Obedience trials as his Steward.

In December 1987, after passing 
my written/practical exams I judged 
my first appointment at a Croydon 
Obedience trial. Over the next few 
years I attended lectures, sat written 
exams and underwent practical exams. 
Eventually I was qualified to Judge all 
levels of Obedience, Agility/Jumping/
Games, Tracking and Endurance.

Clive Makepeace awarded Life Membership of the VCA cont.

My Obedience and Agility judging 
appointments have taken me all over 
Victoria, Australia and Tasmania. I 
have judged in every capital city in 
Australia plus regional cities and 
towns, such as Alice Springs, Broken 
Hill, Mount Gambier, Geraldton and 
last year the Atherton Tablelands. 
Warrnambool and Mount Gambier have 
made me an Honorary Life Member 
for my support over many years. I also 
judged in Singapore on a number of 
occasions. When I was on assignment 

Still a soft spot for a Dalmatian
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from Qantas to the Boeing factory in 
Seattle I gave lectures at a number of 
Obedience clubs in the Seattle area. 
Also I was invited to Judge Obedience 
at the Washington State Obedience 
Club fun day to American rules.

Another activity that I am involved in is 
the training, mentoring and testing of 

new Obedience and Agility judges. This 
involves lectures, writing exams then 
testing aspirants at practical exams.

In 1998 the late Frank Neeson invited me 
to Steward at the Royal Melbourne Show 
Dog Show. That was the start of a long 
association with the Melbourne Royal. 
Some 22 years later I am still on the Royal 
Dog Show committee. I spent a number 
of years as a steward until in 2003 I was 
invited to join the Dog Committee as 
the Action Dog Show manager. Three 
years ago I relinquished that position but 
have remained on committee to support 
the new Action Dog Show manager. 
Being on committee meant that I was 
also involved in the Conformation side 
of the Dog Show as well. Currently the 
Royal runs for nine days so it can be a 
very tiring but enjoyable commitment. 

All of the above would not have been 
possible without the support of my wife, 
Pam. In the early days when we had 
small children at home it was difficult 
for Pam to accompany me. But in the 
mid 1980s Pam started to get involved 
with running trials at Croydon. From 
1988 for the next 18 years Pam was Trial 
Secretary at Croydon. Whether I was 
Judging or competing Pam nearly always 
came to trials with me. This included all 
over Australia and Singapore. Over time 
Pam became a very proficient, much in 
demand, Ring Steward in Obedience 
and Agility. I did try to get Pam to 
become a Judge, but the answer was, 
“No thanks, I will remain a Steward.”  Clive and Inca competing at 

a State Obedience Trial.

Clive Makepeace awarded Life Membership of the VCA cont.Clive Makepeace awarded Life Membership of the VCA cont.
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We all would love our dogs 
smelling and looking clean BUT 
remember every time you bath 
your dog you are interfering 
with his natural skin oil — only 
bath when absolutely necessary.  
They should not be bathed 
more than once a month. 

Many white dogs, i.e. West Highland 
Terriers, Maltese, etc., have skin 
problems because owners desperately 
want them to look clean all the time. 

A few hints on 
bathing your dog... 
• Try to brush first and do any 

trimming (feet etc) – why wash 
and dry unnecessary hair? 

• By brushing out dead hair you are 
allowing the water, shampoo to get 
right to the skin. Too many people 
wash the coat and not the skin.  

• Do not use human shampoo, 
buy a good dog one. 

• If your dog is really dirty use a bar of 
Sunlight soap first, then shampoo.

• A young dog or a dog nervous of the 
bath? Spray the water around the 
bottom and sides of the bath then 
gradually working from the rear of 
the dog, spray the feet, up the legs 
and slowly work towards the head.  

• When washing the face hold 
the ear in your hand and spray 
downwards over the ear, it will 
help to stop the water running 
directly into the ear channel.

• Do not expect the spray to do all 
the work for you – use your free 
hand to massage into the skin. 

• Bathing is one of the best times to 
check the skin, check for burrs, grass 
seeds and heaven forbid fleas. 

• We all love the shampoo and 
bubbles but rinsing is more 
important. It should take twice 
as long as the shampooing. 

• If your dog smells three days after 
washing it is usually because it was 
never rinsed properly right to the skin. 

• Dry with a chamois and then towel 
well. Too many people spend too 
much time drying the dog’s back – 
save your energy for the joints. 

• When blow drying, use the same 
method as shampooing with a nervous 
dog… slowly from the rear feet.

Bath time...Bath time...
By Dodo Kelly, CDODC Member

Continued over >
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• The back area will dry easily when 
fresh air, or the blow dryer, is used. 
So concentrate more on drying 
the chest and tail area very well.

• Lift each paw and dry 
the legs and joints.

• They love you to take the towel 
at each end and ‘seesaw’ under 
the tummy, arm pits etc. 

• Clean the ears with a baby 
wipe over your finger.

• Now, please DO NOT let your dog curl 
up in front of the fire immediately!

Ed. Note:   No, Dodo 
would not normally 
allow a muddy 
Zita on her lounge 
suite!  This photo is 
from the Bendigo 
Bank “We’ve all 
had regrets” advert 
which ran on TV for 
quite some time and 
photos appeared 
in all its banks for 
nearly two years. 
Dodo informs me it’s 
makeup and without 
a bar of Sunlight 
soap (three times) 
she would never 
have got her cleaned 
up for the ‘clean’ 
shoot the next day!

• I have had staff at dog washers 
say to me “is he going home to 
curl up in the warm house”? No – 
he is going for a run or a decent 
walk.  It is so important to move the 
joints as soon as possible. Curling 
up in a ball will leave them damp 
and cramped, no matter how 
much drying you have done. 

• Now all you need to do to 
finish off is a good brush. 

• For long coats concentrate on the 
undercoat not just the top coat.

Enjoy your dog and take care.  
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When you get your new 
puppy please remember he 
doesn’t understand English!

When teaching him basics such 
as sit, always use consistent 
hand signals (using food lure). 

Only introduce the verbal cue 
once he has learnt the behaviour.

Training Tip...
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I have been prompted to 
write this article in response 
to the many poorly fitting 
harnesses I have seen in 
use over the past months. I 
have witnessed many dogs, 
in many settings, walking, 
trotting and unfortunately 
running free off leash while 
wearing a harness that 
does not fit correctly and 
has been designed to ‘stop 
them pulling’. If you don’t 
get the harness right your 
dog will suffer and may pay 
the price in his/her older 
years with joint and tendon 
problems that may well lead 
to lameness and arthritis. 

Why use a harness 
in the first place?
There are a number of reasons but 
first and foremost it seems to be a 
need to control the dog. This is not 
unreasonable but did you ever try 

teaching your dog manners while on 
lead and walking? Most people start 
with a collar and a lead. Puppies will 
protest at this restraint initially and it is 
natural. This chat is not about teaching 
your dog to walk nicely on lead; your 
instructor can teach you how to do this. 
It is about choosing the right harness 
should you decide to go down this path.

Types of harnesses
For working sled dogs/dogs that 
compete in Sled Dog sports   — where 
the tension is born on the dog’s breast 
bone (sternum) and nowhere else.

No Pull harnesses — which work by 
restricting the dog’s natural gait. 

Harnesses for competition 
(tracking) and companion dog 
walks — where the harness does not 
impinge the dog’s natural gait.

Your worst choice
Possibly the worst of these are the 
ever popular ‘no pull harnesses’. Yes, 
they do work but it does so by making 
your dog uncomfortable. Read this 
as discomfort when pulling. These 
harnesses sit on the top of the dog’s 
biceps and supraspinatus tendons 
(shoulder joints) and these are two 
of the most commonly injured areas 
in dog’s forelimbs.  Harnesses with 
a strap across the chest restrict the 

Is your harness 
harming your dog?
By Bobbee Terrill, Obedience Trial Instructor
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shoulder movement and can cause 
serious joint and mobility issues. 
When a dog is moving and you inhibit 
the forward reach, you are going 
to cause damage. Those harnesses 
that fit closely behind your dog’s 
elbows cause a similar problem 
in that they restrict the backward 
extension of the dog’s forelimb. If 
you have both of these in any one 
harness, you have double trouble.

To see the extent of the restriction 
to a dog’s movement using a harness 
that fastens across the chest see video 
referenced below (credit Maria Mai).

If you must use a ‘no-pull’ harness 
remember to remove it when 
your dog is running free or when 
jogging or cycling with him.

Your best choice
Choose a harness that has two straps 
that go around the neck similar to 
a collar. These straps should meet in 
the middle of the dog’s chest (at the 
sternum) and have a strap that goes 
from the sternum between the front 
legs and under the tummy as well as 
one that goes from the top of the 
collar backwards between the dog’s 
shoulder blades.  Both these straps 
should meet with a girth strap that 
fastens well back from the dog’s elbows.

If you want to stop your dog pulling 
try a double clip harness. The first clip 
should fit in the centre of the dog’s 

Is your harness harming your dog? Cont.

Sled Sport harness

Restrictive harness

Tracking and/or companion dog harness
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chest and the second behind the dog’s 
shoulders on the girth strap. When you 
start your walk the pressure on the 
front clip keeps the dog by your side. If 
he moves forward, this front pressure 
will redirect him back to your side 
and the second clip will help stop him 
swinging his rear end outward (this is 
the last thing you want if you plan to 
go on to obedience trialling). As you 
progress and your dog becomes used to 
loose lead walking, you can move from 
using both rings to just the front ring 
and then just the back ring. Gradually 
your dog will walk quietly by your 
side with no pressure on either clip.

Can you tell that I am not a fan 
of no pull harness? If it is a choice 
between this and no walks for 
your dog, then the no pull harness 
is the preferred option.  

References

https://youtu.be/Dc8tHqIZJC4 

(Credit: Maria Mai and Dutchie.Daemon). 
Link ‘Do No Harm Dog Training’.

About Harnesses by Turid Rugaas – U Tube

Harnesses – the good, the bad and the ugly.

The effects of restrictive and non 
restrictive harnesses on shoulder 
extension in dogs at walk and trot.

The No-Pull Harness Debate. 

The Whole Dog Journal.

Is your harness harming your dog? Cont.

Trick Time!
Trick Time!

Send Away (to Mat or Bed) 
• Over a couple of weeks, gradually reduce the 

size of the cloth and repeat the exercise, mark 
and reward when the dog sits on the mat. 

• When the dog is consistently sitting on the mat 
introduce the cue “Mat” or “Bed”. Take away the lure 
and use the cue and signal only. Mark and Reward.

• Gradually move further away from the 
mat, and reduce the mat size. Mark and 
reward whenever dog sits on the mat. 

• Eventually increase the distance the mat is from 
the handler i.e move the mat to lead length away. 
Standard sought is dog moving to and sitting on 
mat on one cue, with mat approx 30cm x 30cm 
in size and approx 1 to 2 metres from handler.
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• Lay a 1m x 1m cloth on ground. 

• With dog close by you, toss motivator (toy 
or treat) onto middle of the cloth. 

• Mark “Yes” or “Click” when the dog touches 
the cloth with its paws (ideally all four, but 
you may have to build up to this). 

• Repeat. Ignore misses. 

• Quickly move to a hand signal toward the mat 
(with food in hand over mat if necessary), having 
the dog sit on the mat before receiving the treat. 

• Gradually reward only when dog sits in 
middle of the mat. If dog sits off the mat, 
ignore and repeat, changing your signal to 
make it easier for the dog to get it right. 
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Obedience Triallers’ Report

I am delighted to be able 
to report that Croydon 
members’ dogs have again 
taken two out of the possible 
five Dogs Victoria Top 
Obedience Dogs of the 
Year Awards 2020.

Contenders for these prestigious 
awards submit their three highest 
scoring passes attained during the 
year in the following categories:

• Community Companion Dog

• Companion Dog

• Companion Dog Execellent

• Utility Dog

• Utility Dog Excellent

Our quiet achiever, Lorraine Holland 
and her very smart Border Collie, 
Drift (T.Ch. Tullacrest Celtic Drift (AI) 
UD RN) won Top Obedience Dog of 
the Year in the Utility Dog category. 
This is a fantastic achievement, as 
anyone who does obedience trialling 
will tell you, UD is not easy! 

Lorraine and Drift attained an 
aggregate score of 191.3 out of 
200. Huge congratulations!

Lorraine and Drift at the Royal 
Melbourne Show 2019 when they won 
the UD ring on a score of 195/200.
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Obedience Triallers’ Report cont.

My young Aussie Shepherd, Maggie (Ch. 
Eliteview Leading Lady CCD) gained her 
first obedience title at the Gippsland 
trials last year and I threw my hat in 
the ring for the Top Dog Award.  I was 
pleased to learn that she got Top Dog 
of the Year in the CCD category. Her 
aggregate score was 95.67 out of 100.

These awards are usually presented 
at Dogs Victoria State Obedience 
and Top Dogs of the Year Event, but 
of course due to the pandemic this 
was impossible.  We will be receiving 
our Gold Dumbbell brooches and 
Certificates in the mail this year.

Training during 
the pandemic
The obedience triallers have been 
keeping in contact over recent months. 
Motivation to train has been lost by 
some from time to time, but I am 
positive that it will return when we 
start to turn the corner — which 
will happen folks! Keep positive.

Stay safe and just enjoy that beautiful 
bond you have with your dogs having 
fun doing whatever training you can.

Anne Mann
Obedience Triallers’ Rep

Aussie Shepherd, 
Maggie (Ch. Eliteview 
Leading Lady CCD) 
at Gippsland Trials 
in November 2019 
when she gained her 
CCD Title – the first 
rung on the ladder.
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From the President cont.

Wendy Potter and her beautiful Murray River Retrievers, Bramble and Bailee 
have been cooking again and share this month’s doggy treat recipe.

Ingredients
I can Salmon 415 g

1 can Tuna in Water 200g

4 eggs (beaten)

2 cups wholemeal flour – you can 

substitute ½ cup for Linseed meal

Instructions
Pre-heat oven to 175ºC.
Combine the salmon and tuna in a 
medium bowl, no need to drain the fish.
Add the beaten eggs followed by the 
flour. Stir well to thoroughly combine.
Spread evenly in a lightly greased 12x16 
baking tray or 2 small ones.
Bake for 40 minutes and cool briefly.
Cut into ½ inch squares and divide into 5 
or more storing bags and freeze.

Salmon and Tuna Treats

15   CDODC CAPERS ~ August 2020
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Imagine if somebody, particularly 
someone you didn’t know, were to 
approach you directly, grab you and, 
despite your resistance, squeeze and 
rub him/herself against you, what 
would you do? Struggle to escape? 
Shout at them? Call for help? Slap 
them? I’m sure you would be very 
fearful of what might happen next.

According to human etiquette, 
not only would it be a totally 
unacceptable invasion of our personal 
space and extremely bad manners, 
but pretty threatening also. In the 
workplace it would be justification 
for a complaint of harassment.

‘Hugging’ isn’t part of the dog’s 
repertoire – humping being the 
nearest thing. How would a dog 
therefore instinctively feel when 
grabbed and squeezed – particularly 
a dog that has not been desensitized 
to the point where he understands 
this weird ‘hugging’ behaviour is a 
human idiosyncrasy, an odd behaviour 
associated with a person he knows 
well, that he’s relaxed with and trusts.

The majority of dogs never get to this 
point. A great number whose humans 

are convinced their dogs love being 
cuddled, simply patiently tolerate it.

To humans, a hug means love and 
affection, it makes us feel good inside. 
Humans are always hugging each other. 
Young children hug dogs impulsively 
without thinking. When we hug our 
dogs we are sending out our affection 
and sharing our love. However, what 
we are giving out isn’t what the dog 
is receiving. To a dog, a hug is very 
bad canine etiquette, pushy behaviour 
associated with establishing social 
status, an invasion of space, threatening.

‘Cuddlers’ showing their love for a 
dog may actually in a strange way be 
meting out punishment. I wonder how 
many people have thought of that?

In an interview in Mother Nature 
Network with Jaymi Heimbuch, Patricia 
McConnell talks about reading the dog. 
“It’s good to be sure how your dog feels 
when you hug him or her, and how he 
feels when strangers go in for a hug, 
especially since hugs mean putting 
your face next to a sharp set of teeth. 
If a dog barely tolerates hugs, then the 
wrong hug at the wrong time could 
mean the dog snaps at the hugger. No 

Forcing hugs on dogs
can amount to punishment
By: Theo Stewart
Reprinted from Positively.com – Positive Reinforcement Dog Training positively.com

The official website of It’s Me or the Dog. Victoria Stilwell and the 

online home of positive reinforcement dog training.

16   CDODC CAPERS ~ August 2020
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one wants that. Thankfully, dogs make 
their thoughts abundantly clear through 
body language. As long as you know 
what to look for, you will know what 
your dog thinks of a love-squeeze.

One of the best things that I’ve found 
to help people decide whether their 
dog likes it or not, is to hug your dog 
and have someone take a picture,” 
continues McConnell, “When we hug 
our dogs, we don’t see their face. [A 
client] will say, ‘My dog loves it!’

Then I’ll take a picture and show them, 
and they’ll say, ‘Oooh’…..The response 
a dog has when someone puts their 
arm over them is varied. “They’ll go 
still, they’ll close their mouth, maybe 
they’ll do a little lip licking. They’re 
anxious, they’re concerned, perhaps 
wondering, ‘Did I do something wrong? 
What should I do now? Should I just 
sit still and not do anything?’”

Joan Orr of Doggone Safe simply says 
that dogs don’t like hugs. “This is one 
of Doggone Safe’s major messages 
and probably the one that gives us 
the most trouble. Many people simply 
don’t believe this and are determined 
to argue about it”. My ‘story’ below is 
a good example of people thinking if a 
dog doesn’t want to be cuddled, there 
is something wrong with the dog.

This puppy was ultimately 
given no choice other 
than to bite
I went to see a puppy recently that, 
despite all my advice to the parents and 
young children about what their puppy 
felt about being hugged, my warnings 
were not properly heeded. He has now 
bitten the little boy – twice; the second 
time the child ended up at A & E.

The family have a wonderful 
Goldendoodle puppy called Dave who 
was 11 weeks old when I first visited 
and is now 16 weeks old. They have 
a very large open plan house, a big 
garden and two young children (four 
and seven) who are desperate to 
interact with Dave. I sat in the kitchen 
watching what looked like a lovely 
scene through the window. In a world 
of their own, the two children and the 
puppy were climbing some rocks in 
the garden beside a covered pond.

This is perfect until the children or 
puppy get excited and start to run 
about. Then the puppy becomes ‘bad’ as 
he chases them and grabs their clothes.

When someone hasn’t had a dog 
before, let alone a puppy, it can be hard 
to see things from the dog’s perspective. 
The parents have a dream based on 
their own childhood stories and films of 
dogs bounding free and sharing their 

Forcing hugs on dogs can amount to punishment cont.
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adventures. ‘Won’t it be lovely for the 
children to have a dog to play with.’

The reality is that they now have three 
young children! Thankfully, the newest 
member of the family will grow up a lot 
more quickly, but meanwhile he needs 
the same sort of attention translated 
into doggy terms. Instead of anger and 
punishment he needs encouragement, 
teaching good manners, rewards 
and reinforcement. Just as very little 
children aren’t given unsupervised 
freedom, nor should the puppy.

I stressed how supervision is particularly 
important when he is with the 
children (trying tactfully to say that 
her children needed the supervision 
more than the puppy!). Thinking it 
would be fun, they had actively been 
encouraging chasing games which 
had resulted in Dave becoming over-
excited, grabbing clothes and nipping. 
Running along with children is part of 
the dream – but chasing them is not.

So – puppy was punished.

Most worrying of all is the compulsion 
of these two lovely affectionate little 
children to grab Dave around the 
neck to squeeze, cuddle and kiss him. 

This is a universal characteristic of 
most children and one of the major 
causes of dog bites. It seldom occurs 
to a new dog owner that the dog 
may not want to be cuddled, crowded 
and especially not carried around by 
a child, or fussed while he’s eating. 
They can be so resistant to accepting 
this, particularly if the dog is just a 
puppy. Any education about how to 
behave with dogs (including puppies) 
has simply passed this family by.

It is so important that little children 
are trained to respect a puppy’s 
personal space. Dave (really the 
most amenable and gentle puppy)
is now growling at these kids.

Together we did various ‘no cuddling’ 
games. I suggested that with Mom’s 
help both children made little badges 
that she could sew onto Dave’s harness 
or collar to remind themselves (she 
didn’t take it suffciently seriously). 
We also pretended that Dave lives in 
a bubble that the kids must not burst. 
Like many other people, the parents 
felt, “What’s the point of having a 
puppy if the kids can’t show him their 
love and run around with him? It’s like 
we are scolding them all the time.”

 
. 

Forcing hugs on dogs can amount to punishment cont.
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Forcing hugs on dogs can amount to punishment cont.

To the little girl Dave is just a large 
animated teddy bear and she already 
has a small cut on her face – but 
she is undeterred. When an excited 
Dave ‘goes for’ the little boy, he 
gets scared and angry and smacks 
him. This is a recipe for disaster.

Just as Dave needs reinforcing for the 
good things he does, so do the children. 
I rewarded the little girl with small 
sweets for touching him gently on 
the chest and for hanging back when 
she wanted to cuddle him, but I can’t 
live there and it needs to be constant. 
Properly supervised, the children could 
have great fun with Dave by playing 
games that teach him desirable things. 
Instead of chase games, the family can 
call him from room to room and in from 
the garden, rewarding him for coming 
– a brilliant recall game. They can play 
the sort of tug games that teach him 
to release and to be careful what he 
does with his teeth. They can teach him 
to walk nicely beside them off lead. 
They can hide things for him to find.

Over and over I emphasized the 
importance of keeping children and 
puppy separate unless the lady gives 
them all her full attention. I even lent 
them a puppy pen. Rather than let 
things get out of hand and allow Dave 
to become unruly and rough, I showed 
her how to pre-empt trouble. The 
moment Dave begins to get over-excited 

he should be called to her, rewarded 
liberally, and put in the pen with 
something to do. The children needed 
to be taught that they simply must stay 
away from the pen – it’s Dave’s den.

Horribly predictably, a week later the 
little boy came into the kitchen while 
Dave was eating his breakfast, he 
put his arms out towards the puppy 
to cuddle him, and Dave bit him on 
the arm. It was a deep bite, down 
to the bone. He was lucky. It could 
well have been his face or his eye.

This is a drama that is being played 
out in many homes all over the world. 
In my opinion this particular puppy 
is in the wrong home and he should 
go back to the breeder before he 
becomes even more damaged, and 
before a child gets seriously hurt.

I fear the parents still see it as 
the fault of the puppy – not the 
behaviour of his humans, and 
that he is an ‘aggressive dog’.

Although children speak the 
same language as we do, they are 
probably a lot harder to train!   

Originally posted on the Pet Professional Guild 

Blog.  There are many more stories of dogs I 

have visited on my website: www.dogidog.co.uk



20   CDODC CAPERS ~ August 2020

Note from Editor

I decided it was time for a change 
so have revamped the style and 
page size of Capers to be more 
user-friendly for on-line reading. 

You may have noticed a few 
articles in recent online editions 
have been submitted by CDODC 
members. This is something that I 
want to encourage, so if you have 
something interesting that you 
think may be suitable, please email 
me a Word document. Photographs 
are always welcome — please send 
as separate jpgs not embedded 
into the Word document. Send 
to: anne.mann34@icloud.com

Likewise if there is anything you 
would particularly like to see 
included in Capers, let me know.

Once we return to normal training 
I want to introduce a Dog of 
the Month section. So if you 
see me wandering around with 
a camera on Sunday mornings, 
I might approach and ask a 
few questions about your furry 
friend and take a couple of 
photos for the next edition.  

Stay safe everyone, and don’t 
forget to train your dogs! Most 
importantly have fun doing 
it and keep training short in 
duration interspersed with heaps 
of play time — not forgetting 
to reward good behaviour with 
high value food or toys.

“Ever consider what our dogs must 
think of us? 
I mean, here we come back from a 
grocery store with the most amazing 
haul, chicken, pork, half a cow. 
They must think we’re the greatest 
hunters on earth!” 

— Anne Tyler

STOP PRESS!
Results of the 2020 Election 

for Chief Instructor and 
Instructors’ Representative:

Barbara Schubert and
Vicki Desouza respectively.
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