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Rest In Peace
Jill  Spencer

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the uncertainties surrounding COVID-19, 
committee meetings and the Annual General Meeting will be 
postponed for the time being. Once things settle down and Dogs 
Victoria gives us the go ahead to re-establish club activities the 
membership will be informed of training schedules, committee 
meetings and the Annual General Meeting via the club website. 

Please monitor the home page www.cdodc.com.au  
for the latest information. Also see Page 5.
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From the President

Dear Fellow Club Members,

At the time of writing this. We have had to 
take the unprecedented step of cancelling all 
club activity until at least the end of April.

We are an affiliate of DogsVic. We are bound 
by their rules and we follow their lead and 
advice, so when we received an announcement 
that all activities — Shows, Trials Meetings 
and Training were to be suspended until 30 
April, we had little choice but to follow suit. 
The decision was made all the clearer when 
our insurer, Pet Plan, indicated that any club 
which continued to train would not be insured.

We were already in a state of flux. We had over 
the March Labour day weekend and with the 
assistance of a few dedicated souls, packed and 
prepared the club rooms for our removalists and 
relocated to our container and site office, the 
basic things we required to continue operations

Everything else – and there was a lot of 
it, including some “treasures” – went off 
to the factory we have rented, to provide 
both a storage facility, and from which 
we were running puppy preschool.

We have now also been told, largely because we 
have been able to co-operate with Council and 
forge productive working relationships with the 
other resident clubs, the council will completely 
renovate our oval, to provide a far superior 
drainage and greater durability over winter.

We can safely assume it’s going 
to be a challenging year. There’s 
nothing much we can do about. 

Please stay safe. Let’s use the time we have 
to rest and regroup so when we can train 
again we do so with renewed enthusiasm. And 
lets use this time when so much around us is 
locked down and frightening to draw strength 

from our canine friends and enjoy spending 
time with them. Use the time to hone your 
training  and just enjoy the joy our dogs give 
us. And let’s be kind to each other. We can get 
through this adversity if we do it together.

Fiona McGregor

Essentials that all 
children should know…
• NEVER approach a strange dog 

unless the owner is present.

• ALWAYS ask the owner before 
you pat or play with their dog.

• TAKE care not to get dogs over-
excited when you play with them 
– don’t scream or wave your arms.  
Don’t grab or cuddle a dog around 
the neck, as this can frighten it.

• LEAVE dogs alone when they are 
eating or are near their food.

• DON’T surprise a sleeping dog.
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Jacqui BURCHELL with Roxy

Karen ROBINSON with Maggie

Gordon ALLAN with Moki

Pam SCOTT with Darcy

Debra SHALLVEY with Murphy

Nicholas WHATNALL with Sami

CONGRATULATIONS to the following club members who 
have recently passed the Basic Obedience Test.  

If you have ordered your certificate and not received it please call into the office on any Sunday
between 10.30 – 11.00 am to collect it.

Basic Obedience Passes
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Membership and Renewal update 
and AGM status, 5th April, 2020.
•  Please visit website regularly. It will 

be updated as the COVID-19 situation 
changes over the coming months. 
Next expected update after Dogs 
Victoria announcement late April.

•  Until club restarts there can 
be NO NEW MEMBERS.

•  The club’s financial year ended on the 31st 
March as usual. The Annual General Meeting 
concludes the business of the past financial 
year, usually held on the 4th Friday of 
May. It is highly unlikely that the AGM will 
be held on that date. However the rules 
about attending the AGM, nominating for 
the next committee, voting, etc remain 
the same. New members for 2020 must 
have joined before the 18th February and 

Important Update

continuing members must have renewed 
their membership by 30th April.

•  Anyone not wishing to attend the AGM 
and be involved in voting for the new 
committee can renew online past the 
normal deadline and this will continue 
until club resumes later in the year.

•  Presentation of Trophies for those who 
entered competition in 2019-2020 will 
still be held at the AGM. However the 
usual deadline for submitting copies of 
Pass Cards or Title Certificates has been 
extended to 30th April for this year. 
Please email copies of your documents to 
your activity coordinator in PDF format.

Remember, to attend the AGM and receive 
trophies handlers must renew by 30th April.

Queries can be sent to the Secretary, 
Gary McArthur, via the Contact page.

Due to COVID-19 and the postponement 
of all training activities, meetings and 
Obedience and Rally trials, it was decided 
to keep Capers going to keep members 
connected during this challenging period. 

Capers will be published online only 
until life gets back to normal — the 
up side of this is that I can add a 
splash of colour here and there!

Don’t forget to keep training at home — 
inside or in the garden! I have included 
a couple of articles you can use during 
your short, fun, training sessions. 

Remember, train for five minutes, three times 
day — you will be amazed at the results.

Please check our website www.cdodc.com.
au regularly for updates on all club matters.

Stay safe everyone.

Note from Editor...
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In February the dog world lost a wonderful 
lady.  Jill was probably known to most 

members of the Croydon Dog Club for her 
helpfulness in the shop. She was willing to help 
anyone and everyone, always with a smile and 
a bit of a story or laugh. Over the years Jill has 
competed in Obedience, Agility and she was very 
successful in Tracking with many of her dogs 
gaining titles. She was involved in the running 
of the C.D.O.D.C. Demonstration Team and also 
spent many years helping at dog rescue centres, 
taking her dogs to retirement homes and 
working in community shops. Dogs just loved 
Jill and her continuous supply of treats.  Jill 
was a very special person and I doubt if we will 
ever meet anyone like her again. I personally 
will miss her greatly as she was an amazing 
friend who always made life interesting.

Rest in Peace, and run wild with all 
the dogs in Rainbow Bridge.
Anne Woods

At the funeral held on 11th February, Life 
Member member Rebecca McGroarty spoke on 
behalf of Anne Woods and CDODC as follows:

“I would like to read some words 
about Jill from Anne Woods.

Anne first met Jill when she came 
into the Agility ring at Croydon 
Dog Club some 23 years ago.  

Jill arrived in her bright clothing, 
heaps of jewellery on and not the best 
shoes for running.  Jill then ignored 
nearly everything Anne told her.

Jill confronted Anne one morning and 
said why was it that every time she came 
into the Agility Ring, Anne left.  

Anne said it was because she was a crazy 
woman and she didn’t listen to a word she said.  

They talked for a while and obviously they 
worked it out, because what evolved was 
a wonderful friendship.  You couldn’t get 
two more opposite people as friends, a bit 

Vale Jill Spencer

like the old saying “chalk and cheese”. 

Anne called Jill her crazy gypsy lady friend 
who continuously took Anne out of her 
comfort zone and as a result they had many 
fun experiences together over the years.   

One such outing, was a trip to Ballarat for 
the Tracking Club training weekend.

They set off the day before with Jill driving.   
Among lots of talking and laughter, there were 
many comments to Jill about watching the road.  

Once they arrived, Jill introduced Anne 
to the many Op Shops around Ballarat.  

Op Shopping became a regular occurrence 
over the years.  Jill loved a bargain.

Afterwards, they took the dogs to a park 
in town where, unfortunately, Jill’s dog, 
Billy Jerry got bitten by a wasp and his 
mouth started to swell.  They ended up at 
a very grumpy vet, who gave the dog an 
injection which took down the swelling.   

This was the start of a very eventful weekend.  

As the day was hot, Jill decided they should 
take the dogs to the Lake and give them a swim.  

When they arrived, the tide was out, and the 
mud flats were exposed.  As Jill was trying 
to keep Chase clean, she kept him on lead.  

Well, Chase really wanted a swim.  

He pulled heavily on the lead and Jill found 
herself dragged into the mud.  Jill called out 
to Anne for help and they both ended up in 
the mud, Anne in her new leather sandals and 
Jill hanging on to the lead for dear life.   

Alas, Chase broke free and took off 
swimming with Billy Jerry, leaving Jill and 
Anne covered with mud with no dogs.

Then the fun began. They would not come back.  

Jill wanted to ring the fire brigade or the 
other emergency services so they could get 
her dogs back.  Anne tried to reason with 
Jill, saying this really wasn’t that type of 



CDODC CAPERS ~ April 2020  7  

emergency, but Jill being Jill, rang the 
emergency number on the notice board. You 
guessed it… They would not come out and 
could do nothing to help Jill get her dogs 
back.   Jill said they thought she was mad.   

Anyway, Anne put her dogs in the car and 
then went looking for Chase and Billy Jerry 
over very hilly terrain.  Billy Jerry finally 
came back to Jill, but Chase just kept on 
going.  It took over an hour for Anne to finally 
capture Chase.  Yes, he was aptly named!

They all returned exhausted and muddy 
to the Burrumbeet Caravan Park.

They finally got cleaned up and settled in the 
Caravan, but kept hearing this beeping noise.  
Jill thought it might be the air conditioner, 
so asked Anne to go up to the office to 

report the fault.  No way could they sleep 
with that noise.  The Manager came back, 
checked the air conditioner and declared it 
was not it.  He could not work out what it 
was though.  This Beeping was going to drive 
them mad.  Well, after much searching, they 
found that it was actually Jill’s alarm clock!!!

So, in one day, they drove to Ballarat, op 
shopped, took a dog to the vet, got dragged 
into stinky mud, walked several kilometres over 
hilly terrain chasing a dog in a lake, roasted in 
a small caravan whilst chasing a beeping alarm 
clock and ruining a great pair of leather sandals.  

Nothing was ever dull when 
you were with Jill!!!!

Rest in peace you beautiful lady.
We will all miss you.
From all at Croydon Dog Club.”

Vale Jill Spencer Cont.
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Research before you purchase!

By Ashley Transtrum Haslam

Understanding the traits of the breeds 
you’ve chosen to bring into your 

family is vital to their mental well-being 
and a long happy life with your family.

Working at the animal shelter, we hear 
all different reasons why people need to 
surrender their pets to us. Moving, allergies, 
frequently escaping from the home, divorce, 
etc. But when it comes down to surrendering 
a heeler (Australian Cattle Dog), it’s almost 
the exact same reason every time.

“He’s biting us”, “Being very nippy”, “He 
keeps chasing my kids and biting their 

ankles”, “Too mouthy, and getting rough”, 
“Going after people and/or other animals”.

These photos (credit to Jeff Jaquish) show 
exactly why the dog is displaying this 
behaviour. They are bred to work. They are 
bred to herd and handle large livestock, 
even the mean, nasty ones. Not all cows 
are nice and go where you want.

They are bred to bite.

So you take this fluffy cute puppy, raise it 
in a pet home and not provide any drive 
satisfaction, that breed’s genetic make up of 
specific desires and needs come out. One way 
or another. Biting, destruction, running away.
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How to make
Puppy Pie

Know what individual breeds are bred to do, 
and within those breeds know what breeders 
breed for in traits because there are so many 
degrees of traits within a breed standard. 
Pet home vs working dog. (Note: pet homes 
still have variations of drive levels.)

And if you don’t have cows, or able to 
provide the sole purpose that dog was 
bred to do (hunting, racing, detection), 
give it another type of job (dog sports for 
example) that can satisfy the dog mentally 
and physically. Plus train, train, train!

Most importantly, it’s a lifetime commitment, 
so make it a happy one for you and your dog 
by getting to know your dog’s world better.

Update: my post is in regards of dog behaviour, 
genetics and drive satisfaction. I’m not saying 
if a dog bites or “mouths” it’s meaning the 
dog is aggressive. In addition, a dog with 
working traits can still make a good family 
dog when their needs are met. Also if you 
own a dog that bites, seek a professional 
to determine the underlying reason.

(Feel free to share!) 

Submitted by Bobbee Terrill

Take one puppy, roll and play 
until lightly pampered, then add 
the following ingredients:

1 cup of patience

1 cup of understanding

1 pinch of corrections

1 cup of hard work

2 cups of praise

11/2  cups of fun

Heat with the warmth of your heart until 
raised or until puppy had doubled in size.

Mix with the owner until the consistency 
is such that the puppy and owner are one.

Author unknown

Research before you purchase! Cont.
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Vale Margaret Hopson

YELLOW BANDANNA?
A number of our dogs at CDODC wear yellow 
bandannas… this is because they might be 
hyper, nervous, protective, or excitable.

Please give these dogs SPACE and ask the handler 
for permission BEFORE you or your dog approach.

Isobel and I first met 
Margaret and her dog 

Brindle when we joined 
the Croydon Dog Club 
with our first dog Tyson in 
1988, 32 years ago. When 
arriving at the club Margie 
was always one of the first 
friendly faces we would 
see there, always pleasant 
and willing to hold not 
only our dog, if we were 
busy, but everyone else’s 
dog or puppy and then 
would bring them around the 
front of the clubhouse for others to pat.

Margaret also had a dog named Zoe, a nine 
year old Maltese/Shih Tsu X. This little dog 
came to love us so much that when I would 
arrive at club and “Zoe” heard my car she 
would come racing up to us and before we 
knew it she would jump into my car. Low 
and behold, because of this little dog’s love 
and affection towards us Margaret gave her 
to us and lived with us until 18yrs of age.

In Margaret’s later 
years she would always 
be the friendly and 
happy face working in 
the canteen at club.

Over seven years ago 
my wife and I moved to 
the country and a sea 
change to Wonthaggi 
where Margaret also came 
to visit us a couple of 
times and we had lunch 
together and talked 

about old times at the 
Croydon & District Obedience Dog Club.

It is very sad to hear of Margaret’s passing 
and she will be missed greatly, RIP.

PS.  A big thank you must go to Ann Statham 
and Anne Coleman for looking after Margie 
while ill and also for being her best friends.

Her dear friends,

Eric and Isobel van Zuyden – 
Life Members CDODC.
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We miss you Wayne!

I was delighted to receive 
a call from Wayne Tracey 

recently, telling me he and 
Judy are now settled in sunny 
Queensland living the dream. 

He has a lovely home on a large 
block leading down to a lagoon. 
Sounds perfect. He spends time 
fishing on his boat, relaxing at 
home but also spends a lot of 
time on the ride on mower!

There is a dog club nearby 
but Wayne hasn’t had time 
to investigate it yet.

It seems Wayne’s Phoenix 
(pictured below) has also 
relaxed into the retirement 
lifestyle wandering around 
the property and generally 
taking things easy.

Wayne has promised to send 
me insights into some of his 
more memorable moments 
during his twenty years as an 
Instructor and Vice President 
on CDODC Committee which 
will hopefully be published 
in the next issue of Capers.

Anne Mann

Wayne living the dream and Phoenix taking it easy.
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Want to try something new with your dog?

By Pia Butcher, Member CDODC

Have you got a herding 
breed dog? Why not 
take them herding!
I began herding training three or so years 
ago with my Australian Shepherd, Alfie 
(Pawsitive Secret Attraction) and very 
quickly became hooked. At first, my mind 
was exploding with dealing with my dog and 
the effects on both of us and three sheep 
in an enclosed area. It was just so exciting. 
Keeping my dog under control and in the 
correct positions, moving around and with 
the sheep was not easy. Add to that a whole 
new set of terminology. Pressure, on balance, 
off balance, flight zone, go bye, away, and 
the list goes on. Gradually, with the help 
of my trainer, herding friends and videos 
from the Dogs Victoria Library at KCC Park, 
I now understand most of the concepts. 

Once you have started training you may 
wish to gauge your dog’s and your abilities 
and gain titles through the ANKC Herding 
Program. But first your dog must be of a 
breed that is eligible and you must be a 
member of Dogs Victoria. You’ll find the 
extended list of eligible breeds on the 
Victorian Herding Association website http://
www.victorianherdingassociation.com Alfie (Pawsitive Secret Attraction CD HSAs) – 

calm control. Photo courtesy Rozate Kennels

Alfie (Pawsitive Secret Attraction CD HSAs) – eyes out pickup. Photo courtesy Rozate Kennels

Bommer at work. Photo courtesy CAMphotography.
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Continued over >

Want to try something new with your dog? Cont.

Though it is not a title, all dogs must gain 
one pass in the Instinct test before moving 
on to the other tests. Dogs must also gain 
two passes in the Pre-trial test before they 
can move on to Herding Started and other 
Advanced titles that can be obtained.

Taken from the AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KENNEL 
COUNCIL LTD Rules and Regulations for 
HERDING TRIALS Effective 1 January, 2014:

Certificate and Title 
Descriptions Tests: 
Tests: 

Instinct Test - Certificate (not a title) 
Herding Test - HT Title 
Pre-Trial Test - PT title 
Trials: 
Herding Started - HS Title 
Herding Novice HN Title 
Herding Intermediate - HI Title 
Herding Advanced - HX Title 
Herding Champion - HCH 
Versatile Herding Champion – VHCH 
Versatile Herding Champion Excellent – VHCHX 
Grand Herding Champion – GR HCH 

Each title is to be accompanied 
by type of stock used: 
sheep – s 
cattle – c 
ducks – d 

Each title is to be accompanied 
by course type: 
A Course – A 
B Course – B 
C Course – C 

Before Alfie died prematurely, we earnt our 
HSAs or Herding Started A course sheep 
and he became Pawsitive Secret Attraction 
CD HSAs (The CD stands for Companion Dog 
and is an Obedience competition title.) 

Ollie (Pawsitive Secret Agent) seeing 
sheep for the first time.

Now I am starting over and having fun 
herding with two young Australian Shepherds. 
Cody (Rozate MSQ Yellowstone Blk Bear PT 
pending) and Ollie (Pawsitive Secret Agent).

Did I hear you say where can I go to try 
herding? The Victorian Herding Association 
lists a number of places that I have included, 
and added to, below for your information.

Rozate Stockdog Training
Rozate Stockdog Training is based in Nyora 
(near Lang Lang). Home to Rozate Australian 
Shepherds and trainer Kate Dourley. 
We train on sheep and on ducks/cattle on 
request/occasion. 
Kate’s property is used for several ANKC herding 
trials during the season (Feb to October) and 
has A and B course available as well as test 
level training areas. 
Trains all levels.

Contact: Kate Dourley 03-5659 6418
rozate@gmail.com 
960 Mt Lyall Road, Nyora

mailto:rozate@gmail.com
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Want to try something new with your dog? Cont.

Animalworks
Karen Edwards (Animal works Herding 
Training) offer herding training to all 
herding breeds/mixes, at various locations.

Contact: Karen Edwards  0428 244 990
karen@herdingtraining.com
 
K9 Education 
SHEEPDOG HANDLERS EDUCATION 
with James Ryan, offers step by step, 
uncomplicated training (at various locations) 
to advance participants to reach their 
potential with their Herding Breeds.

For further information please text or 
call 0418 770 739 [Also refer fb page 
“Sheepdog Handlers Education“]

K9 Education at Diggers Rest provides 
herding and other dog training.
http://www.herding.webs.com

Paul McPhail offers training at Welshpool and 
a number of other sites, including Wantirna, 
under Working Dog rather than ANKC rules.
http://www.belokakelpies.com/

‘C’ COURSE TRAINING
Like To Introduce Your Tending 
Style** Shepherd Dog To Sheep?

Think He/She Can Herd? (Answer...He/She Can)

Starting mid february 2019 introducing 
tending style sheep herding and ANKC 
herding, tending style, classes are available.

Group and individual lessons available. 
Weekend and weekday slots available.

** Tending is a very specialised middle european 
style of stock management used by wandering 
shepherds. German shepherds, briards, 
belgian shepherds, white swiss shepherds, 
are the principal proponents of this style.

Contact: alexamcgauran@yahoo.com

Sheep Herding 30km from Melbourne
https://www.herdingdogtraining.com/ 

Charlie Brincat
52 Orchard Street Kilsyth
For further information or to book please 
SMS Charlie 0409 538 536. 

To err is human, 
to forgive, canine

– Unknown

mailto:karen%40herdingtraining.com?subject=
http://www.herding.webs.com/
http://www.belokakelpies.com/
https://www.herdingdogtraining.com/
tel:+61409538536
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Reprinted with kind permission of LotsDogs www.LotsDogs.com

Congratulations to Bobbee Terrill!
CDODC Obedience Trial Instructor, Bobbee 
Terrill, successfully completed the ‘Dogs 
Victoria Accredited Obedience Instructor’s 
Scheme’ and is to be awarded the ‘Dogs 
Victoria Instructor Certificate’.

There are two levels of accreditation:

1. Dogs Victoria Instructor Certificate 
which assesses the instructor’s ability 
to teach a dog/handler team from 
beginner to obedience competition 
at the ‘Companion Dog’ level.

2. Dogs Victoria Master Instructor Certificate 
which assesses the instructor’s ability 
to teach the team at the higher levels 
of obedience competition. This is 
from ‘Companion Dog Excellent’ level 
through to ‘Utility Dog Excellent’.

There are a number of pre-requisites for 
entry to each level. Once these pre-requisites 
have been met, a written examination and 
a practical assessment follow. The practical 
assessment is only undertaken after successful 
completion of the written paper and is 
conducted by a panel of three persons deemed 
by OTEC (Obedience, Training and Endurance 
Committee) to be experts in the field of 
animal behaviour and teaching/learning.

At both levels of accreditation the candidate 
is expected to demonstrate an advanced 
knowledge of canine behaviour and the 
principles of adult learning. This includes 
managing the many challenging aspects 
of canine and human behaviour.

The purpose of this instructors’ training 
scheme is “to provide instructors with 
accreditation and recognition of the training 
and experience that they have gained 
through their club’s training program”.

Dogs Victoria runs this course periodically 
and is open to all accredited club 
instructors should they be interested. 

Further information can be obtained 
from:  4instructors@gmail.com

Notes

Progression through the ANKC (Australian 
National Kennel Council) obedience classes:

Community Companion Dog – CCD                                                                                                                 
Companion Dog – CD (also known as ’Novice’)                                                                                                                
Companion Dog Excellent – CDX  
(also known as ‘Open’)                                                                                   
Utility Dog – UD                                                                                                                                               
Utility Dog Excellent – UDX

For a detailed explanation of the rules see 
www.ankc.org.au/about us/rules - obedience

Dogs Victoria Instructor Scheme

“The greatness of a nation 
and its moral progress can be 
judged by the way its animals 
are treated.” 

— Mahatma Gandhi
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If you are in Basic 2 or above, here are 
some hints for teaching your dog to heel:
• QUALITY rather than QUANTITY every 

time.  There is absolutely no point in 
continuing to heel if you have lost the dog’s 
attention.  You are just teaching the dog 
that it is OK to lag or look around him. 

• Don’t have flapping clothing or bum bags in 
the line of vision between you and your dog.

• Walk with straight shoulders, not looking 
down at your dog – look at something in 
the distance and aim for it. You should 
still be able to avert your eyes down 
occasionally to check your dog’s position.

• The heel cue should be light and happy.

• Give a hand signal as well as a verbal 
cue to give the dog every chance of 
knowing what is required of him.

• Take half a step (with left foot of course!) 
when beginning to heel to allow your 
dog enough time to get up from the sit 
and follow you in the correct position.

• Always leave a distinct loop in the lead.

• Don’t panic when the instructor gives 
an order – breathe and think about 
your footwork and hand signals.

• Slow down two steps before a down, 
stand, halt or turns etc., which will 
alert the dog that you are about to do 
something different, eg:  slow, slow, 
down or slow, slow, right turn, etc.

• Just before a turn look in the 
direction you intend to take.

• If your dog lags or looks away STOP 
STRAIGHT AWAY run backwards a few steps 
calling your dog in to you then quickly 
about turn – only reward when he is in 
the correct position for a few steps.

• If your dog forges, practice plenty of left 
circles. Only reward from your left hand.

Heeling Tips

• If you want more drive from your dog set 
off at a brisk pace, do turns and then throw 
food or toy ahead into the intended path.

• Remember to vary the amount of steps 
before marking and rewarding so he never 
knows when the reward is going to come.

• Unless directed to do slow pace or fast 
pace, all heeling should be at a brisk pace.

• Make heeling a happy experience and only for 
very short periods — then have a huge game.

• Reward the good behaviour 
and ignore the bad!
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Advanced Class Graduate

Congratulations to Rhona Gibson and her 
lovely Collie Rough, Piper, who passed their 

Advanced Class Assessment on 1st March. They 
have worked hard and played together building 
the all important bond to achieve this well 
earned pass. We look forward to helping this 
enthusiastic team in the Obedience Trial Class 
where they will receive one-on-one tuition in 
preparation to enter obedience competition.

The Advanced Class instructor, Karen Soo, helps 
members train their dogs to achieve higher 
levels of obedience, making it so much easier to 
go on to other disciplines, not only Obedience 
trialling but Rally, Agility, Flyball, etc.

Your dog will become much more focussed 
and you will enjoy the amazing bond that 
develops as you work and play together as a 
team.  So, after passing B2, put your name 
down on the form in the office and you will be 
contacted when a spot becomes available.

Herding Results

Congratulations to Pia Butcher and Rozate MSQ Yellowstone Blk Bear (Cody)
who achieved the following herding titles at the Australian 

Shepherd Club of Victoria Trials at Nyora on 17/01/2020.

Instinct Test Qualified
Judge: Mrs. C. Szczygielski

Herding Test Pass
Judge: Ms D. Agnew

Herding Test Pass 
Judge: Mrs. C. Szczygielski

Pre Trial Pass 
Judge: Ms. D. Agnew

Pre Trial Pass
Judge: Mrs. C. Szczygielski



18   CDODC CAPERS ~ April 2020

Obedience Triallers’ Report

Bega Valley Kennel & Obed Club 
Trial NSW 10th February 2020
Only a few Victorians made the trip to Bermagui 
in February this year.  We almost didn’t go 
due to the devastating bushfires and difficulty 
travelling, but we heard from the Trial Secretary 
that yes, the trials were still going ahead 
and the day prior to departure we did some 
ringing ahead at various locations to see if it 
was safe to travel. When we arrived we were 
told by the locals that the doggy people were 
their turning point and they were rejoicing 
at the sight of every caravan rolling into 
town. We are so glad we went and, in a very 
small way, were able to help the community 
by spending money in and around the area. 
We were made to feel extremely welcome.

Lorraine Holland was certainly glad she 
made the trip as she and her beautiful Border 
Collie T.Ch Tullacrest Celtic Drift (AI) UD RN 
(Drift) got their third pass towards their OC 
in UD, judged by Mrs Dawn Howard, score 187. 
Lovely to watch. Only two to go Lorraine!

Warrnambool Dog Training School 
Inc 7th/8th March 2020
A beautiful weekend with idyllic conditions 
and location... always a favourite venue.

On Saturday Rebecca McGroarty and her 
Labrador Retrievers excelled with Adderslot 
Rough N Ready CD (Roughy) gaining a 
fantastic score of 197 and 1st Place in the 
Open Ring, Judged by Mr Ross Carlson. In the 
afternoon Adderslot Midnight Charmer, UD 
(Char) also got 1st Place in Open, judged by 
Mr Clive Makepeace. Go Team McGroarty!

My Neut. Ch. Ellagant Great Rhythm UD 
RE TD (Rhythm) got two Open passes over 
the weekend, 3rd Place on Saturday pm trial 
scoring 188, judged by Mr Ross Carlson and 
2nd Place on Sunday, scoring 184, judged 
by Mr Fred Brueckner. My efforts let Rhythm 
down in the UD ring when I couldn’t tell the 
difference between the solid and bar jumps 
sending him over the wrong one – we were the 
light entertainment for the morning trial!

On Sunday Roger Cameron and Kallan 
High Society JD (Kelly) entered their 
first trial in the CCD ring gaining 3rd 
Place on a score of 86, Judged by Mr 
Ray Ashman. Congratulations team!

Anne Dengate and Adensley Popsicle Toes 
CD RA GD although NQ were knocking on 
the door in Open... anytime now Anne!

German Shepherd Dog Club of 
Victoria 7th March 2020
Ian Woollard and Jayella Wot R The Odds, 
CD, TDX, TSD (Zeke) got his first Open pass 
scoring 187 points and 2nd place, judged by 
Gordon Parsons. Ian said Zeke lost points for 
being a kangaroo in the heeling but he had a 
wonderful time showing so much enthusiasm.

Ian was also very pleased with Nyssah in 
UDX and although NQ worked really well and 
he now feels she is ready for more trials.

Southern ODC 14/3/2020
Bobbee Terrill and Dual CH (N)(RO) Starkehre 
Run Lola Run CDX RAE TDX TSD PT WWPD 
(Lola) had a good day in the Open ring gaining 
1st place, score 191. Judged by Merrae Balaam.

Anne Mann
Obedience Triallers’ Rep.
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Obedience Triallers’ Report cont.

Rebecca McGroarty and her Labrador Retriever, 
Adderslot Rough N Ready CD (Roughy)

Roger Cameron’s Kelpie, 
Kallan High Society JD (Kelly)

Lorraine Holland’s Border Collie, 
T.Ch Tullacrest Celtic Drift (AI) UD RN (Drift)

Ian Woollard’s German Shepherd,
Jayella Wot R The Odds, CD, TDX, TSD (Zeke)
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After B2
Rally Obedience
is a lot of fun

You do not have to enter competition like 
the people whose successes have been 
reported on page 21. Rally O suits dogs 
and handlers of all ages and abilities. It is 
particularly suitable for older dogs (and/
or handlers) who are not as active as they 
once were. On the other hand if you have 
a competitive streak we match the training 
to suit you and help you to enter trials.

Once you have your Basic 2 Certificate 
you are able to take part in this sport. If 
you would like to see Rally O in action, 
ask questions or try out some of the 
exercises/signs, come over to the Rally 
rings near the northern cricket pitch.

Beginners (Novice) classes are on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30 until 10:30 and 
once you achieve Novice you can attend 
the higher classes anytime between 
9:30am and 11:45. You can just enjoy 
yourself practising the skills you already 
have in a fun layout of interesting 
signs. Check out the information on the 
CDODC website under the Rally O tab or 
pick up an Expression of Interest form 
from the table near the office. If you 
decide you’d like to take part fill in the 
form and drop it in the Rally O Box. 

Rally O Report

WARRNAMBOOL DOG TRAINING SCHOOL 
OPEN RALLY TRIAL – 7/8 MARCH

A number of our handlers went all the way to 
Warrnambool on the weekend of 7th/8th March. 
Two of them have sent in their results:

Rally Advanced – Leonie Keilour with 
Prancer scored 93 which placed them second 
in the ring. This result also gained them 
the Rally Advanced Title. Congratulations 
Leonie, a title is the icing on the cake after 
achieving a very good score. You two are 
moving very rapidly through the ranks. 

Rally Excellent (Saturday 7th) Anne Dengate 
with Fanta scored 95 points which also resulted 
in the Rally Excellent Title. Well done Anne.

Rally Excellent (Sunday 8th) Anne had also 
entered this trial with Fanta before she knew 
that a title was imminent. Handlers can 
compete at the same level until they receive 
their Title Certificate from Dogs Victoria; a good 
chance to gain more trial ring training with a 
judge before advancing to the next level. As 
often happens in competition the “handler” 
made a mistake! Their result was a good score of 
88 but to quote Anne, “……. would have been 
98 if her silly handler hadn’t lost count of all the 
little white markers!” Frustrating at the time but 
those who trial expect it every now and then.

SOUTHERN OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 
OPEN RALLY TRIAL – 14 MARCH

Rally Excellent (Sunday 14TH) Leonie Keilour 
with Prancer entered their first Excellent Trials. 
In the morning they scored 84 under Judge 
Lorraine McKay and the afternoon improved 
on the morning score with a 92 under Judge 
Dawn Ayton – they were equal first but placed 
second on time. Leonie said, “…we were 
slower as I make sure I do a good stop on the 
stationary exercises.” Good advice Leonie, many 
handlers lose 10 points when their dog has not 
completely placed their rear end on the ground!

Gary McArthur – Rally Obedience Coordinator
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By Bobbee Terrill, CDODC member

How could I do this?  
By using products that contain Xylitol. Xylitol is 
a plant based sugar that is frequently used as a 
sugar substitute. It has been used as such for 
many years but use has increased over recent 
times and it is appearing in many products 
that may be either used as treats for dogs or 
accidentally consumed by them while raiding 
the kitchen/bathroom cupboard or rubbish bin. 

Xylitol is poisonous to dogs 
and can kill very quickly.  
For the medically minded among you, 
Xylitol stimulates the pancreas to produce 
insulin which then metabolises available 
blood glucose. This induces profound 
hypoglycaemia (low blood sugar) which is 
the same as a diabetic person who has had 
to much insulin and needs a sugary drink. 

What are the signs that my 
dog has consumed Xylitol?  
Signs that your dog has consumed Xylitol 
include lack of coordination, lethargy, attempts 
to vomit, trembling and seizures which may 
be followed by coma and death. Liver failure 
is common in severe cases and in those 
for whom treatment is delayed.

These signs may start to appear 
between 15 to 30 minutes after 
ingestion so you don’t have 
much time. Always call your 
Vet and let them know you 
are coming in and ask if they 
want you to induce vomiting. 
This can be controversial; if 
done soon enough it will help 
remove the offending substance 

from your dog’s stomach but it  may also 
cause them to inhale the vomited food/
liquid if some Xylitol has already been 
absorbed and they are becoming drowsy.

Where is it found? 
Xylitol is used in some peanut butters, lollies, 
breath fresheners, chewing gum, toothpaste 
and baked goods (this is not a complete 
list). It is also used as a sweetener in certain 
medications. Some of us use ‘Rescue Remedy’ 
for our dogs and some forms contain xylitol 
so please check.  The message is simple; 
read the labels on all the products you have 
that you may use as treats for your dogs.  
If you use sugar free products for yourself 
keep them locked away, don’t use ‘human’ 
toothpaste if you brush your dog’s teeth and 
keep the Tic Tacs in the glove box!                                                                   

How much is too much? 
The quick answer is any! The amount that 
will cause toxicity depends on the size of 
the dog and the concentration of Xylitol 
in the substance that was consumed. 
Don’t adopt a ‘wait and see’ approach. 
This substance is fast acting and can 
be deadly in a short period of time.

What will the Vet do?  
There is no antidote for Xylitol poisoning 

but quick treatment will increase the 
chances of survival.  Your Vet will 

usually start a ‘sugar based’ 
intravenous infusion, closely 
monitor blood sugar levels and 

may give ‘liver protective’ drugs. Rarely, 
blood transfusion is necessary.

At the time of writing Xylitol 
is considered completely safe 
for human consumption. 

Are you accidentally poisoning your dog?
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If you were at a level of training at Club where you were learning 
turns these diagrams may assist you at home with crucial footwork.

RL

1 2

R

L

3 4

Static Continental (Flip) Left About Turn

L
R L

R

•  Dog remains in heel position on the handler’s left side throughout turn

• Dog remains in heel position on the 
handler’s left side throughout the turn

FOOTWORK HANDOUT

STATIC TURNS

1 2

R

3 4

Static Right About Turn

L L

L
R R

L
R

Static Right About Turn

R

1

R

L

2 3
Static Left About Turn (Traditional)

•  Dog moves to the right
•  Handler moves to the left

L
R

4

L
R

L

Static Left About Turn (Traditional)

Static Right Turn
The principle is the same for the right about turn (above),
but the handler turns 90 degrees instead of 180 degrees.

Static Left About Turn (Flip or Continental)

• Dogs learn from repetition and body language, so if the handler’s footwork is consistent at all times, the dog will 
learn more quickly and easily.  Once learned, the dog will follow the handler and is more likely to be in the correct 
position if the handler’s turns are the same every time.

• It is important initially to practice the footwork without your dog.

Static Left Turn
The principle is the same for the left about turn (above), 
but the handler turns 90 degrees instead of 180 degrees.

• Dog moves to the right
• Handler moves to the left

Page 1 of 2
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Moving Continental (Flip) Left About Turn

•  Dog remains in heel position on the handler’s left side throughout turn

• Dog remains in heel position on the 
handler’s left side throughout the turn
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Moving Right About Turn
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FOOTWORK HANDOUT

TURNS WHILE MOVING

Moving Right About Turn

Moving Right Turn
The principle is the same for the right about turn (above),
but the handler turns 90 degrees instead of 180 degrees.

Moving Left About Turn (Traditional)

• Dogs learn from repetition and body language, so if the handler’s footwork is consistent at all times, the dog will 
learn more quickly and easily.  Once learned, the dog will follow the handler and is more likely to be in the correct 
position if the handler’s turns are the same every time.

• It is important initially to practice the footwork without your dog.

Moving Left About Turn (Flip or Continental)

Page 2 of 2

© CDODC January 2016

Moving Left Turn
The principle is the same for the left about turn (above), 
but the handler turns 90 degrees instead of 180 degrees.

• Dog moves to the right
• Handler moves to the left

L

R

RL
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3 4

R

L

Moving Left About Turn (Traditional)

•  Dog moves to the right
•  Handler moves to the left
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?

PLEASE
CALL YOUR

DOG!

MY DOG IS 
CONTAGIOUS

(lie)

MY DOG HAS 
ISSUES

MY DOG IS

IN TRAINING
MY DOG IS

SCARED OF

OTHER DOGS

TRAPPED!

SORRY,
MY DOG IS 

STRESSED
MY DOG

WILL REACT!
PLEASE

CALL YOUR

DOG AWAY!

LET’S
GO!

STIFF

MY DOG IS

NOT
FRIENDLY!

SPACE ETIQUETTE FOR DOGS
To:  People with...

 “Friendly Dogs”, Off-Leash Dogs and Retractable Leash Dogs

NEWSFLASH:  Running up to another dog and ignoring requests to go away is not “friendly”, it is rude.

Just like people, DOGS NEED PERSONAL SPACE. If a stranger came up and put his hand on 
your body, you’d be allowed to step back, yell, and push him away. Dogs have the same 
right to enforce their boundaries. Some dogs are called “reactive” because they are more 
sensitive than others. Reactive dogs are good dogs, they just need more distance and 
compassionate training. You can help them by honoring their need for personal space.

1. NEVER LET YOUR OFF-LEASH DOG GO UP TO AN ON-LEASH DOG.

2. LOCK RETRACTABLE LEASHES WHEN YOU SEE OTHER DOGS.

3. ASK BEFORE APPROACHING OR PETTING ANY DOG.

4. HAVE COMPASSION FOR PEOPLE WITH SHY OR REACTIVE DOGS.

Please do not chase us. Let us pass without interaction and keep your judgements to yourself.

CAN MY DOG 

SAY HI?

SORRY, NO. I HAVE 

A DOG THAT 

NEEDS SPACE,.

THANK YOU.


